
Order of Service  
21 February  
 
O God of Bethel (with words to reflect on in silence or sing along with) 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TfjIhxy4Ajc 
 
Call To Worship Psalm 25 
1 In you, Lord my God, I put my trust. 
2 I trust in you; do not let me be put to shame, 
nor let my enemies triumph over me. 
3 No one who hopes in you will ever be put to shame, but shame will come on those who are 
treacherous without cause.  
4 Show me your ways, Lord, teach me your paths. 
5 Guide me in your truth and teach me, for you are  
God my Saviour, and my hope is in you all day long. 
6 Remember, Lord, your great mercy and love, for they are from of old. 
7 Do not remember the sins of my youth and my rebellious ways; according to your 
love remember me, for you, Lord, are good. 
8 Good and upright is the Lord; therefore he instructs sinners in his ways. 
9 He guides the humble in what is right and teaches them his way. 
10 All the ways of the Lord are loving and faithful toward those  
who keep the demands of his covenant. 
 
Address  
On Thursday, I made my first trip out of the parish for weeks.  One of the errands I had been 
saving for an essential journey (to the Chemist) was to collect a set of photographs from 
Dunbar I ordered at the turn of the year as an aide-memoire, if one is needed of our year 
staying home to stay safe. These familiar settings have always cheered me up, but wit the 
rainbows, they give me a renewed sense of hope. 
Show Pictures  
Then on Friday, I spotted the first rainbow I’ve seen for a while on Friday, not as spectacular 
as those in the pictures, but I was able to see it all the way to down the A1 and back, and it 
gave me another real lift.   
Remember the pavements and windows last summer covered in rainbows.  But the 
rainbows haven’t stopped there… 
How many Paintings has Lorna done?  
How many times has she sung the rainbow song?  
A reflection about find rainbows no matter  
where we are or what we are doing… 
Thank God for rainbows,  
All of them together a sight for sore eyes,   
and a boost for hopeless hearts.  
Finding God in the rainbow no matter where we are: 
living through the pandemic, living through the climate change,  
living through the wilderness, finding God in the rainbow.  
Finding God in the rainbow no matter who we are: 
celebrating diversity in his creation, celebrating hope in solidarity,  



celebrating promise of God’s love, finding God in the rainbow.  
Finding God in the rainbow no matter what we do: 
bringing peace to chaotic world, bringing light to the dark world, bringing joy to the 
suffering world, finding God in the rainbow.  
Finding God in the rainbow no matter how we think: 
this is God who cares for us, this is God who walks with us, this is God who values us all. Let 
us find God in the rainbow.  
Thank you that they come on rainy days, just when we need them most. 
Thank you for paints and crayons, paper, glue and sparkly sequins,  
so that we can do what you do when people are sad, or tired, or sore:  
we can surprise them with a rainbow.  
Yesterday we watched The Muppet Movie, and one of my favourite childhood favourites, 
helped them to save their theatre and bring them back together.  Rainbow Connection  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jS5fTzMP_mg 
 
Prayer Of Adoration And Confession  
God, you are beyond our wildest imaginings,  
and closer than our fondest dreams. 
You are the great story-teller, and part of the  
never-ending love story that is the world’s  
making and its breaking, its hurting and its healing.  
We give thanks for your people in the past 
who have tried to put all of this into words, 
human words that can never be enough, 
but which now and then catch glimpses 
of your eternal mystery and your never-failing love.  
Such is the notion of a God who enters 
into an indissoluble covenant with his people,  
sometimes angry, sometimes anguished, 
but always faithful, always willing to try again because  
what you have made is too precious to be lost.  
We give thanks for rules given to guide us, 
and grace to redeem us; 
for the old covenant etched on tablets of stone,  
and the new one embodied in a human life,  
transcribed directly from one heart to another,  
without need for words to get in the way.  
Loving God, we give thanks for your remembering  
of your promises, and your forgetting of our sins; 
for your perseverance in reaching out to us,  
through stories and poems, human wisdom,  
hard-won experience and occasional glimpses of glory. 
And for Jesus who, more than any other, 
is for us a bridge between earth and heaven,  
a window into the mystery of your being and  
a pointer to what we may yet become.  
Our God, you do not need us to tell you how  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jS5fTzMP_mg


we have failed to keep our side of every bargain ever made.  
But we have tried, and by your grace we will go on trying, 
and go on failing, secure in the knowledge 
that your love will never fail; your grace is all we need.  
Help us, in this season of Lent, to take time out, 
as Jesus did, to face our demons, 
and oppose them with the power of your word, 
to recommit ourselves to following in the way of Christ,  
wherever that may lead, and whatever it may cost us, 
as we pray together they words Jesus taught us,  
Lord’s Prayer  
  
Sea Shanty There once was a man named Noah 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?fbclid=IwAR3kbgdK3s235kNez8rR0GvEkeFCk8KD_wa03V
oVTGM1eVmwxG6z26qzs78&v=226AU7QqR8c&feature=youtu.be 
 
Genesis 9:8-17  
8 Then God said to Noah and to his sons with him:  
9 “I now establish my covenant with you and with your descendants after you 10 and with 
every living creature that was with you—the birds, the livestock and all the wild animals, all 
those that came out of the ark with you—every living creature on earth. 11 I establish my 
covenant with you: Never again will all life be destroyed by the waters of a flood; never 
again will there be a flood to destroy the earth.” 
12 And God said, “This is the sign of the covenant I am making between me and you and 
every living creature with you, a covenant for all generations to come:  
13 I have set my rainbow in the clouds, and it will be the sign of the covenant between me 
and the earth. 14 Whenever I bring clouds over the earth and the rainbow appears in the 
clouds, 15 I will remember my covenant between me and you and all living creatures of every 
kind. Never again will the waters become a flood to destroy all life. 16 Whenever the 
rainbow appears in the clouds, I will see it and remember the everlasting covenant between 
God and all living creatures of every kind on the earth.” 17 So God said to Noah, “This is the 
sign of the covenant I have established between me and all life on the earth.” 
 
1 Peter 3:18-22  
18 For Christ also suffered once for sins, the righteous for the unrighteous, to bring you to 
God. He was put to death in the body but made alive in the Spirit. 19 After being made 
alive,[a] he went and made proclamation to the imprisoned spirits—  
20 to those who were disobedient long ago when God waited patiently in the days of Noah 
while the ark was being built. In it only a few people,  eight in all, were saved through 
water, 21 and this water symbolizes baptism  that now saves you also—not the removal of 
dirt from the body but the pledge of a clear conscience toward God.[b] It saves you by the 
resurrection of Jesus Christ,  
22 who has gone into heaven and is at God’s right hand—with angels, authorities  
and powers in submission to him. 
 
Mark 1:9-15  
The Baptism and Testing of Jesus 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?fbclid=IwAR3kbgdK3s235kNez8rR0GvEkeFCk8KD_wa03VoVTGM1eVmwxG6z26qzs78&v=226AU7QqR8c&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?fbclid=IwAR3kbgdK3s235kNez8rR0GvEkeFCk8KD_wa03VoVTGM1eVmwxG6z26qzs78&v=226AU7QqR8c&feature=youtu.be
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Peter+3%3A18-22+&version=NIV#fen-NIV-30444a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Peter+3%3A18-22+&version=NIV#fen-NIV-30446b


9 At that time Jesus came from Nazareth in Galilee and was baptized by John in the 
Jordan. 10 Just as Jesus was coming up out of the water, he saw heaven being torn open and 
the Spirit descending on him like a dove. 11 And a voice came from heaven: “You are my 
Son, whom I love; with you I am well pleased.” 
12 At once the Spirit sent him out into the wilderness, 13 and he was in the wilderness forty 
days, being tempted[a] by Satan. He was with the wild animals, and angels attended him. 
 
Jesus Announces the Good News 
14 After John was put in prison, Jesus went into Galilee, proclaiming the good news of 
God. 15 “The time has come,” he said. “The kingdom of God has come near. Repent and 
believe the good news!” 
 
Hymn Dear Lord and Father of Mankind 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YAxiN0egN-IA Living Covenant  

Prayer before Sermon 

In case you have lost track of time, like so many have, 

Because one day looks much like the one before, 

today is the first Sunday of Lent, which for many seems to have  

begun last year just before lockdown, 

and carried on long past its requisite 40 days. 

But this is Lent 2021, and in an effort to differentiate the two,  

We will focus a bit more on the bridging of the Old and  

the New Testaments, seen inevitably through a Christian lens and  

with reference to our journey through Lent and Easter  

at this time in the Church year.  

The first and most obvious point of contact between  

Old and New Testament readings this week is the theme of Covenant.  

The rainbow is the sign of the very first Covenant,  

initiated by God and directed not just towards human beings,  

but towards every living creature that had survived  

the devastating flood brought about by human wickedness.  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark+1%3A9-15+&version=NIV#fen-NIV-24229a


Jesus is not just the sign, but the living embodiment  

of the New Covenant, made necessary by the fact that, 

 thousands of years and many divine rescue plans later,  

the problem of human sinfulness still remained.  

The connection is spelled out in 1 Peter 3,  

where the floodwater is seen as a symbol pointing forward  

to the water of baptism: Christ’s physical death, and that  

of persecuted Christian believers, is followed by spiritual resurrection.  

The author of the letter tries to tidy up the loose end  

of the lost generations who had no chance to believe 
 
in Christ by having the risen Jesus go and preach  

to the ‘imprisoned spirits’ of those who had failed to repent  

in Noah’s time and had been wiped out by the flood.  

There is also a deliberate, if complicated, comparison  

in 1 Peter between the ‘good man’, Jesus Christ,  

who was put to death so that sinners would not have to die,  

and the supposedly good man Noah,  

who was rescued while the wicked perished,  

and who turned out later not to be any better than they were.  

The common feature in both accounts is that the initiative  

to heal a broken world comes from God and not from human beings.  

It is a one-sided Covenant, offered and adhered to by God  

regardless of whether or not we respond.  

The rainbow is not primarily a sign of hope for humanity,  



but a reminder, an aide-memoire for God of his promise never again  

to destroy the world, however sorely his patience may be tested  

by continuing human wickedness.  

This highlights the big theological problem  

with every attempt on God’s part to rescue his creation:  

that none of them, including, arguably,  

the New Covenant in Christ, appears to have worked.  

The world is still the troubled mixture of beauty and brokenness  

that it always was, and unless the solution is pushed forward  

to an eschatological future, we have to conclude that it always will be.  

After the flood, according to Genesis,  

God changed his mind about how to tackle the problem.  

Starting all over again was not an option;  

from now on he would work with what he had.  

If theological alarm bells have not been ringing  

throughout this reflection, they will certainly be sounding now.  

How can God change his mind?  

Does this mean that God is less than perfect?  

Does God get things wrong?  

Such an idea was not the big issue  

for early mythological story-tellers  

that it may be for post-enlightenment thinkers.  

God is a character in the story, not an abstract principle. 
 
But perhaps we should not be too fearful of the idea  



that God might respond differently,  

as we do, in different times and situations.  

Politicians are derided in the press if they change policy  

or ‘make a U-turn’, but flexibility in many other contexts  

is seen as a virtue. In relationships, it is essential.  

If Covenant, like Incarnation, is to do with God’s ongoing,  

intimate relationship with creation,  

then it is not surprising that each party—God and humanity— 

responds to the other in a never-ending fluidity  

more like dance than military campaign.  

What matters, and what the rainbow represents,  

is the Creator’s determination  

not to give up on the world that he has made.  

And we shouldn’t either.  It’s so tough just now, for so many people, 

In so many different relationships,  

whether lifelong partners watching each other deteriorate,  

or widows or singles, facing each day alone,  

recently retired with dreams of traveling, or no longer empty nesters,  

loved ones on different sides of a window, or the digital divide, 

friends separated by distance, carers or cared for, safe and well,  

or vulnerable and afraid, isolated, claustrophobic, or, blessed with 

a houseful of people who are literally in each others pocket.  

For better or worse, we are all in this together.  

Hymn O Love that wilt not let me go https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nt69WDtYNLo 



Prayers of the People 

God of flood and rainbow, barren desert and flowing river; 
God of wild beasts and angels, Gethsemane and Easter garden, 
we struggle, as your people always have,  
to make sense of where you are, and why you let it be this way, 
when trouble comes to those who least deserve it,  
when flood and famine, pestilence and flames 
wipe out our efforts and our hopes of happiness; 
when prayers rise up, seemingly unanswered, and no help comes.  
Is it punishment for our sins, or a testing of our faith?  
A lesson to be learned, or just part of the way things are,  
and you as helpless as we are to prevent it? 
God, help us to switch off, for now, 
the endless questions in our minds, 
and focus on the rainbow, sign of hope, 
symbol of your presence and your promise, 
or on Jesus, wrestling the very same demons as ours,  
and defeating them, because love is always stronger.  
We pray for those going through hard times today:  
for victims of natural disaster and mental conflict,  
especially if they have been told that somehow  
they deserve it, or that it comes from you.  
May they know that you are with them –  
not punishing, but suffering too,  
waiting and watching and hoping 
as they do, staying with them no matter what.  
Forgive us and restore us, we pray, so that here, 
of all places, there may be no need for anyone to hide 
or to doubt that you made and love them as they are.  
We give thanks for health workers and carers,  
cheered by the memory of thousands of rainbows  
in thousands of windows last year. 
May we all play our part in caring for one another,  
and may there be rainbows when we need them  
to cheer our hearts, revive our souls, and  
encourage us to go on working with you 
for the coming of your kingdom of unity and joy. Amen.  
 
Sending and Blessing 
You are children of the Covenant,  
living under the rainbow’s arch and promise,  
now go in hope and grace, in love and wonder, 
to serve all creation and to be a witness to the mercy of God.  
As you do, may the Lord bless you and keep you, 
The Lord make his face to shine upon you and be gracious unto you, 
The Lord lift up his countenance up you and give you peace. 



His peace, now and forever more. 
Amen 

 

 


