
Call to Worship  
In planting and harvest, growth and nourishment, 
we see God everywhere and in everything. 
The natural world gives us so much to enjoy and use physically, 
to ponder and reflect on emotionally and spiritually.  
We see that everything is connected: soil, sun and rainfall; 
chemistry and biology bringing seed to harvest; engineering and creativity making products fit for 
plate or glass.  
Connections run deep within God’s created world, and we,     
His children, are in the middle of it all, linked to each other—entwined with nature herself.  
Are we ready to be pruned and reconfigured?  
Are we ready to let go of our independence 
and become part of something bigger? 
May we always remember how God call us  
to not just be consumers of the world’s products,  
but stewards too of all that is beautiful and special.  
May the natural world thrive into eternity, 
a reminder for all people of God’s divine glory.  
 
Hymn Be Thou My Vision  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Of4l5bTdZ8M 
 
Prayer Of Adoration And Confession  
God, in your mercy, you gave Jesus as a gift to the world. 
He became the vine that we might be the branches—  
extending your goodness out into our communities and world. 
By your spirit, you resource and nourish, 
making provision for the seeds of talent in each of us,  
to flourish and burst forth in harvests of love and kindness,  
mercy and compassion, justice and peace; 
impacting our world for good and enhancing the lives of others.  
We seek forgiveness today for the times when we 
break connection with the vine; when we seek to go it alone. 
We seek forgiveness today for not staying strong when we can do so; when the winds and storms of 
life make us strain under pressure, meaning we sometimes crack open or splinter in the face of 
trouble.  
We seek forgiveness today for the lack of end product. 
Sometimes we beaver away at being busy, yet forget,  
or lose sight of, the fact that harvesting our endeavour  
into results that make a positive difference to others, 
is what you ask from us.  
And forgive us when we become so transfixed by our own worthiness, that we fail to acknowledge 
the good that other people and organisations bring to the communities in which we live and the 
world of which we are part.  
Lord, like refreshing rain wash over us and bring renewal and new life. Take the ingredients that 
make us who we are, 
and make them into something full of life, energy and vigour. 
May your Spirit grant us forgiveness, and may she inspire us  
to new growth within for you are the vine and we are the branches, and it is in your name that we 
pray together … Lord’s Prayer  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Of4l5bTdZ8M


In a minute, I am going to share with you a song I learned at church camp more than thirty years 
ago.  I don’t know about you but I often remember these choruses and the stories that went with 
them many years later. Jesus often told stories to help his followers understand what he wanted 
them to learn and our Bible lesson today is one of those stories, "The Vine and the Branches." This 
story was about grapevines. He chose the grapevine for this story because in the Holy land there are 
many grapevines and he knew that his followers would know a lot about grapevines.  

I don't know if you have ever seen a grapevine, but there are two parts to the grapevine. There is the 
vine—and there are the branches growing out of the vine. The grapes grow on the branches. That is 
pretty much like any fruit tree that we know. They have a trunk and branches with fruit growing on 
the branches. The only way that a branch can have fruit on it is for it to remain connected.  

I found this branch lying on the ground. Look at it! It has no leaves and no sign of life left in it. If it 
came from a fruit tree, it will never have any fruit on it. That is what Jesus wanted his followers to 
understand as he told his story about the grapevine. He wanted them to understand how important 
it was for them to stay connected to him. He told them, "I am the vine and you are the branches. If 
you remain in me, you will have much fruit, but apart from me, you can do nothing." 

Jesus wants you and I to produce fruit in our life. He wants us to be kind, gentle, generous, and 
loving. Can we do that on our own? No we can’t. Just as the branches must be connected to the vine 
before they can produce fruit, you and I must stay connected to Jesus to produce the good fruit that 
God expects of us in our lives. If we keep our life connected to Jesus, we will grow. Our life will 
produce beautiful leaves and delicious fruit, fruits of love and peace and kindness which we can use 
to help others grow in the same way.  But if we are separated from Jesus, our leaves will wither and 
die and we will never put forth any fruit.     

Song: His Banner over Me is Love https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uxgw6pbW59E 
  
Old Testament  Psalm 22:25-31  
25 From you comes the theme of my praise in the great assembly; 
    before those who fear you[a] I will fulfill my vows. 
26 The poor will eat and be satisfied; those who seek the Lord will praise him—may your hearts live 
forever! 
27 All the ends of the earth will remember and turn to the Lord, 
and all the families of the nations will bow down before him, 
28 for dominion belongs to the Lord and he rules over the nations. 
29 All the rich of the earth will feast and worship; 
    all who go down to the dust will kneel before him— 
    those who cannot keep themselves alive. 
30 Posterity will serve him; 
    future generations will be told about the Lord. 
31 They will proclaim his righteousness, 
    declaring to a people yet unborn: He has done it! 
 
New Testament Reading 1 John 4:17-21  
God’s Love and Ours 
7 Dear friends, let us love one another, for love comes from God. Everyone who loves has been born 
of God and knows God.  
8 Whoever does not love does not know God, because God is love. 9 This is how God showed his love 
among us: He sent his one and only Son into the world that we might live through him. 10 This is love: 
not that we loved God, but that he loved us and sent his Son as an atoning sacrifice for our 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=psalm+22%3A25-31&version=NIV#fen-NIV-14230a


sins.11 Dear friends, since God so loved us, we also ought to love one another. 12 No one has ever 
seen God; but if we love one another, God lives in us and his love is made complete in us.  
13 This is how we know that we live in him and he in us: He has given us of his Spirit. 14 And we have 
seen and testify that the Father has sent his Son to be the Saviour of the world. 15 If anyone 
acknowledges that Jesus is the Son of God, God lives in them and they in God. 16 And so we know 
and rely on the love God has for us. 
God is love. Whoever lives in love lives in God, and God in them.17 This is how love is made 
complete among us so that we will have confidence on the day of judgment: In this world we are like 
Jesus. 18 There is no fear in love. But perfect love drives out fear, because fear has to do with 
punishment. The one who fears is not made perfect in love. 
19 We love because he first loved us. 20 Whoever claims to love God yet hates a brother or sister is a 
liar. For whoever does not love their brother and sister, whom they have seen, cannot love God, 
whom they have not seen. 21 And he has given us this command: Anyone who loves God must also 
love their brother and sister. 
 
Hymn In Heavenly Love Abiding https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sT0r9DaGbmQ 
 
Gospel Reading: John 15:1-8  
The Vine and the Branches 
15 “I am the true vine, and my Father is the gardener. 2 He cuts off every branch in me that bears no 
fruit, while every branch that does bear fruit he prunes[a] so that it will be even more fruitful. 3 You 
are already clean because of the word I have spoken to you.  
4 Remain in me, as I also remain in you. No branch can bear fruit by itself; it must remain in the vine. 
Neither can you bear fruit unless you remain in me. 

5 “I am the vine; you are the branches. If you remain in me and I in you, you will bear much 
fruit; apart from me you can do nothing. 6 If you do not remain in me, you are like a branch that is 
thrown away and withers; such branches are picked up, thrown into the fire and burned.  7 If you 
remain in me and my words remain in you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be done for you. 8 This 
is to my Father’s glory, that you bear much fruit, showing yourselves to be my disciples.  

An Image of Cooperative Working  
This is a passage about connections and their importance  
to what is harvested from the component parts.  
Without togetherness and cooperation and mutual activity,  
production does not yield what it could and should.  
Especially after a year of disconnection,  
and the sense of detachment that so many have experienced,  
this is a deeply meaningful theme. Are we not better together?  
Are we not stronger when working in combination with each other?  
The Gospel here portrays a good image for partnership  
working with others, letting life flow from one group  
or organisation to another and so creating potential  
for abundance of collective harvest.  
Transformation can come to communities  
through whichever branches are working to that end.  
We can assume the vine represents God and Jesus.  
We are represented as one of many branches and  
fruit is produced on each branch.  
If the branch does not produce fruit, then in the Gospel image,  
it is taken off and cast aside for it is not contributing  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+15&version=NIV#fen-NIV-26702a


to the very purpose of the vine which is to bear fruit.  
As God’s people, we are rooted in the vine,  
but that does not mean we determine the construct  
of the other branches and which branches are good or bad,  
or right or wrong.  
We have learned during this last twelve months that there  
are many good agencies, charities and ad hoc groups  
that bear rich fruit within society, at a time when society  
has clearly been in trouble.  
We have witnessed so much good will,  
and so much creative Spirit in our communities;  
many without such action would have had nowhere  
to turn to for help and assistance.  
From supporting those in need through the foodstore in the church hall, to fostering new growth 
through the new shop and allotments which will soon be bearing fruit in Co’path in different ways,  
to the development of plans for the hall by Welfare Association in Innerwick, to meeting up with 
neighbours and caring for each other in new ways as we’ve weathered the storm together and look 
forward to being able to share in new forms of community once more. 
This is true whether it is answering physical need or the mental/spiritual needs of so many 
individuals, families, and groups.  
In addition to the third sector, national and community organizations and churches, we should not 
forget that national governments  
have made provision, to varying degrees, of financial help.  
Of course, there will always be arguments about whether such help  
is shared fairly across society and made available quickly enough,  
and arguments too about how we will all pay it back,  
but the fact that it is possible for such economic contingency  
in the first place, should be recognised as pointing to a definitive living branch producing fruit that 
meets specific human need:  
it is something we do together.  
As we prepare to make our choices for the future government of our country later this week,  may 
we be reminded that the Church is not caring for our world on its own!  
Sometimes we are guilty of considering the other players  
in the game of life to be the opposition, rather than seeing  
these other agencies as teammates. From the Covid grant through Sustaining Dunbar and the 
windfarm community benefits, to the forwarding thinking of the community with our action plans 
and development plans, and the Presbytery’s plan for the future,  
we are all in this together. 
And the image of the vine, the branches and the rich fruit  
remind us of how important it is that we work together;  
and more than that, how important it is for us to be the  
providers of life, grace, and abundance of spirit in order  
that those who receive from us, can be a source of nourishment and strength to others as they carry 
out their work.  
We need to recognise that there are sometime other agencies better placed, suited, and resourced 
than us.  
They may be more able to carry out particular work  
in our societies than we are.  
Rather than being envious we instead need to recognise  
the role of support that we can and should provide others,  
so bettering the chance for us all to thrive in the  



care-giving industry of which we are created to be part.  
 
Prayers For Others And Ourselves  
God of the world we live in, the communities of which we are part, the good and the bad of human 
life, we approach you  
aware that there is much that you seek to bring to our attention  
and for which we must pray.  
We think about the Church in our own lands and  
how different the landscape is today from a few years ago. 
We recognise that it is hard—  
yet we also see possibility and potential.  
You have entrusted us to navigate towards change. 
Not those who have come before us, not those to come,  
but you have called us to support the True Vine  
in the work of the Kingdom today. 
This is a privilege and blessing. 
It is not without its challenge,  
yet, you say to us that, as we stay connected to you  
we have what it takes to continue to spread  
your Kingdom’s values across the world.  
We pray for those congregations that are fearful,  
doubting their capacity to play a significant role in society today; 
for those journeying towards a new normal  
that might see a union of collaborative working;  
and especially for those who understand that for something  
that is right for today and tomorrow, the possibility of closure,  
in order to reform in a new way, is very real.  
We give thanks for the infrastructure of Third Sector Organizations, 
charities and NGOs, creating a backbone in our nation and world, 
that means we are never without resource when it comes to the provision of support and care in our 
wider society.  
We recognise that sometimes politics gets in the way, 
political machinations prevent the freedoms and encouragement  
best suited to make  the work of these organisations thrive. Sometimes we, the church,  do not pray 
enough 
for the success of this work, choosing instead  
to concentrate attention on our own activities.  
Lord, connect us together as capable people, 
churches, organisations, and industries, 
that we might continue to find a shared vision for our world  
and to bring a heavenly vision to harvest in our time. 
We pray in Jesus’ name. 
Amen.  

During the week, I would invite you to take some time to think about all the things that we as a 
church are connected to in our community.  

• How connected/disconnected are you?  
• What connections are life giving and what are sapping your energy or your congregation’s 

energy and resources?  

• Is it time to re-evaluate what makes up your vine?  



Hymn Take my Life and Let it Be https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Of4l5bTdZ8M 

Sending and Blessing 

As part of the living vine, let us go from here to bear fruit  
in the name of the true vine, Jesus Christ, our Lord...  
 

 


