
Call to Worship 
Through the warmth of the sun and the blessing of rain  
With all that has breath We give glory to God!  
As the sun and the moon shape the day and the night  
So we children of earth tend and care where we live  
Through fire, through water we pass on our way: 
Bring us refreshment today!  
 
Hymn God of Grace and God of Glory 
 
Sustaining God, today, the stones are shouting 
for the Lord’s disciples have been silent.  
Today the cycles of the seasons  
which tell of your faithfulness are gagged and stifled.  
Today the very skies which tell of your glory, 
the glaciers which reflect and protect, 
and the seas which you put in their place  
are all in wounded turmoil longing simply to praise you.  
Yet we have locked these voices out and with them the human 
voices of those who are hurt first and worst by emergencies,  
not just of climate but the injustice on which  
our human societies have come to rely.  
For what the rich do to the poor 
Our species does to the Earth as a whole.  
We acknowledge our part, and our knowing silence  
in these and more sinful choices of today.  
Food waste and Biodiversity loss 
Plastic pollution and Deforestation 
Air pollution and Global warming from fossil fuels  
Melting ice caps, and Food and water insecurity.  
Sustaining God, as in Christ 
you enter with mercy, energy and compassion 
into the life of the Earth 
speaking out wherever creatures are out of place or lost  
Shout with the stones, call us to account 
show us the power we have and how we continue to misuse it.  
Set us free from imagined responsibilities to keep things  



as they have been and show us, with the energy of forgiveness 
the path of healing for heaven and earth.  
May our praise join the chorus of all that has breath 
with a loud shout of challenge for we are your people.  
Your people forgiven, your people committed 
for the healing of the Earth by God’s grace alone  
Glorious God, the whole of creation proclaims your marvellous 
work:  Increase in us a capacity to wonder and delight in it,  
That heaven’s praise may echo in our hearts 
And our lives be spent as good stewards of the earth,  
Through Jesus Christ our Lord, who taught us to pray together 
saying… 
 
For the month of June I have decided to do a series of services, 
based on the theme that the outgoing moderator Martin Fair 
adopted in his farewell speech.  There’s work to be done. 
We are going to start with the  
Yesterday was World Climate Day 
Even as so many more people come out of lockdown and onto 
our beaches and into the countryside for a walk and enjoy this 
beautiful sunshine, we know that it may not last.  
This week there are a number of initiatives to clean up our 
beaches, our villages, our roads. 
In November Scotland host the 26th United Nations Climate 
Change Conference, known as COP 26.  
But what are we as Christians doing to address the challenges 
of Climate Change on this Climate Sunday. 
 
Our call to care for creation started in Genesis when we are 
called to tend the garden.  In the second chapter, we learn that 
after the Garden was created there were as yet no plants 
because God had not caused rain and because humans were 
not yet around to work the ground.  This was not intended as a 
punishment, but a good thing.  And even now, those of us who 
have more weeds than flowers can take heart that we are 
helping care for the bees.  Our first call as children of God is to 



be good stewards of God’s creation, but soon after, we read 
about the impact of the fall on man and the garden. 
 
Old Testament Lesson:  Genesis 3: 8-15 
8 They heard the sound of the Lord God walking in the garden 
at the time of the evening breeze, and the man and his wife hid 
themselves from the presence of the Lord God among the trees 
of the garden. 9 But the Lord God called to the man, and said to 
him, “Where are you?” 10 He said, “I heard the sound of you in 
the garden, and I was afraid, because I was naked; and I hid 
myself.” 11 He said, “Who told you that you were naked? Have 
you eaten from the tree of which I commanded you not to 
eat?” 12 The man said, “The woman whom you gave to be with 
me, she gave me fruit from the tree, and I ate.” 13 Then 
the Lord God said to the woman, “What is this that you have 
done?” The woman said, “The serpent tricked me, and I 
ate.” 14 The Lord God said to the serpent, 
“Because you have done this, cursed are you among all 
animals and among all wild creatures; upon your belly you shall 
go,and dust you shall eat all the days of your life. 
15 I will put enmity between you and the woman, 
    and between your offspring and hers; 
he will strike your head, and you will strike his heel.” 
 
Cursed is the ground because of you, it said in verse 17. 
Our call to care for creation started in the garden,  
but it did not end there.     
 
Hymn For the Beauty of the Earth 
 
1 Samuel 8:4-20 
4 So all the elders of Israel gathered together and came to 
Samuel at Ramah.5 They said to him, “You are old, and your 
sons do not follow your ways; now appoint a king to lead[a] us, 
such as all the other nations have.” 
6 But when they said, “Give us a king to lead us,” this 
displeased Samuel; so he prayed to the Lord. 7 And 
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the Lord told him: “Listen to all that the people are saying to 
you; it is not you they have rejected, but they have rejected me 
as their king. 8 As they have done from the day I brought them 
up out of Egypt until this day, forsaking me and serving other 
gods, so they are doing to you. 9 Now listen to them; but warn 
them solemnly and let them know what the king who will reign 
over them will claim as his rights.” 
10 Samuel told all the words of the Lord to the people who were 
asking him for a king.11 He said, “This is what the king who will 
reign over you will claim as his rights: He will take your sons 
and make them serve with his chariots and horses, and they 
will run in front of his chariots. 12 Some he will assign to be 
commanders of thousands and commanders of fifties, and 
others to plow his ground and reap his harvest, and still others 
to make weapons of war and equipment for his chariots. 13 He 
will take your daughters to be perfumers and cooks and 
bakers. 14 He will take the best of yourfields and vineyards and 
olive groves and give them to his attendants. 15 He will take a 
tenth of your grain and of your vintage and give it to his officials 
and attendants. 16 Your male and female servants and the best 
of your cattle[b] and donkeys he will take for his own use. 17 He 
will take a tenth of your flocks, and you yourselves will become 
his slaves. 18 When that day comes, you will cry out for relief 
from the king you have chosen, but the Lord will not 
answer you in that day.” 
19 But the people refused to listen to Samuel. “No!” they said. 
“We want a king over us. 20 Then we will be like all the other 
nations, with a king to lead us and to go out before us and fight 
our battles.” 
 
Here we have the people saying Give us what we want, and 
Samuel seeking God, and being driven by what God wants, 
And as we look at the wider world, what drives us?  
The pressure of what other nations, other churches, other 
people are doing, or what God is seeking for us to do. 
We’ve watched a lot of Aladdin lately, and it strikes me that we 
in the world sometimes treat God like the “genie in the bottle 
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for” and here, Samuel is warning us, “to be careful what you 
wisher for.”  The world leads us to think that everything is there 
for the taking, to gratify our desires, but this passage and many 
other’s remind us that we are here to do God’s work, 
God’s warning to Israel in this passage is that the king they are 
asking for will be a TAKER. 
He will take their sons and daughters; he will take the best of 
their fields and produce.He will take a tenth of their grain and 
vineyards, their servants, the best of their cattle and flocks. 6 
times in 7 verses Samuel says the king will take from the 
people. 
There is a price to pay. God is helping Israel CONSIDER the 
consequences of their choice. Consider well, because there will 
come a day when “you will cry out for relief from the king you 
have chosen…” (8:18) 
It is not IF that day comes, but WHEN that day comes, the Lord 
says. 
And for us today, in this time of global pandemic, of climate 
change, of social injustice, we must consider the consequences 
of every choice. 
Where we go, how we treat things, who we are with, 
Every choice will has its consequences.  
When you make a choice, you also choose the consequences. 
Sadly the people refused to listen to Samuel (8:19) 
The issue is often not for a lack of knowledge, but a lack of 
obedience.  
It is not for a lack of warning but a spirit of indifference. 
It’s more convenient, it’s easier, it’s less costly. 
Whatever predicament we finally find ourselves in, it usually 
has to do with our choice. We have chosen the consequences. 
Don’t blame God. He cannot fight our battles for us. 
He has, very often, revealed everything we need to know.   
It is not without warning. It is not without knowledge. 
And, so we must ask ourselves,  
Do we really want God to give us what we want? 
 
Hymn Dear Lord and Father of Mankind 



Gospel Lesson: Mark 3: 20-35 
20 And the crowd came together again, so that they could not 
even eat. 21 When his family heard it, they went out to restrain 
him, for people were saying, “He has gone out of his 
mind.” 22 And the scribes who came down from Jerusalem said, 
“He has Beelzebul, and by the ruler of the demons he casts out 
demons.” 23 And he called them to him, and spoke to them in 
parables, “How can Satan cast out Satan? 24 If a kingdom is 
divided against itself, that kingdom cannot stand. 25 And if a 
house is divided against itself, that house will not be able to 
stand. 26 And if Satan has risen up against himself and is 
divided, he cannot stand, but his end has come. 27 But no one 
can enter a strong man’s house and plunder his property 
without first tying up the strong man; then indeed the house can 
be plundered. 
28 “Truly I tell you, people will be forgiven for their sins and 
whatever blasphemies they utter; 29 but whoever blasphemes 
against the Holy Spirit can never have forgiveness, but is guilty 
of an eternal sin”— 30 for they had said, “He has an unclean 
spirit.” 
The True Kindred of Jesus 
31 Then his mother and his brothers came; and standing 
outside, they sent to him and called him. 32 A crowd was sitting 
around him; and they said to him, “Your mother and your 
brothers and sisters[c] are outside, asking for you.” 33 And he 
replied, “Who are my mother and my brothers?” 34 And looking 
at those who sat around him, he said, “Here are my mother and 
my brothers! 35 Whoever does the will of God is my brother and 
sister and mother.” 
 
Sermon:  
For sermons with creation themes based on the lectionary, you 
can look at ‘Sustainable Preaching’ or ‘Greening the Lectionary’ 
  
An act of commitment for the care of creation  
‘While all creatures stand in expectation, what will be the result 
of our liberty?’ (Thomas Traherne)  
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As the whole of creation looks with eager longing for the 
redemption of humankind, let us pledge ourselves anew to 
serve our Creator God, the Father who is the maker of all 
things, the Son through whom all things are made, and the Holy 
Spirit, the giver of life, who renews the face of the earth.  
Let us stand to affirm our commitment to care actively for God’s 
creation.  
All Lord of life and giver of hope, 
we pledge ourselves to care for creation, 
to reduce our waste, 
to live sustainably, 
and to value the rich diversity of life. 
May your wisdom guide us, 
that life in all its forms may flourish, 
and may be faithful in voicing creation’s praise.  
May the commitment we have made this day be matched by 
our faithful living.  
Amen. Amen. Amen  
 
Prayers  
Intercessions:  
You might like to include this prayer, written by Dave Bookless, 
for COP26 in your intercessions  
Creator God, giver of life, 
You sustain the earth and direct the nations. 
In this time of climate crisis grant us clarity to hear 
the groaning of creation and the cries of the poor;  
challenge us to change our lifestyles; 
guide our leaders to take courageous action;  
enable your church to be a beacon of hope; 
and foster within us a renewed vision 
of your purposes for your world; 
Through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
by and for whom all things were made. 
Sustaining God in this year of turmoil and  
challenge when we have learned already  



that more change is possible 
than we wanted to cope with 
we ask for the liberation of your joy 
in all times and all circumstances 
and we give thanks for your solidarity 
even before we grasp the tasks ahead.  
Strengthen us to speak boldly 
and with our fear that we might actually be heard:  
Laugh with us as we reassess what we held to be wisdom; 
to enjoy the humility, the urgency, the pride in your friendship;  
for all we knew has changed except your faithfulness 
and your love spoken in flesh for the Earth.  
 
Song All Creatures of our God and King 
Amen.  
 
Conclusion  
Blessing:  
May God the Holy Spirit, 
who hovered over the waters of creation 
and formed the world from chaos, 
form you in the likeness of Christ and renew the face of the 
earth.  
All Amen.  
 


