
Call to Worship  
Based on Psalm 149.  
Praise the Lord!  
We are glad in our Maker and we rejoice in our King.  
May we bring pleasure to our Lord, and seek out his most holy way.  
And when we find ourselves amidst argument and division,  
conflict and disagreement, may we return to His presence resolved 
 to find a better way.  
Praise the Lord!  Praise the Lord in all we do!  
Prayer of Adoration and Confession  
Loving God, we come before you to sing a new song, 
to live a new life, to walk a different way, all of which is given in your grace 
for us and for all your beloved children. So, we gather with joy, hope, and faith, 
in the knowledge of your care, and the assurance of your love.  
We, your faithful children, delight this day, in proclaiming your name,  
and ask for the strength to continue to bear witness to your holy word,  
to constantly reform and rebuild your church,  
and to never waver from welcoming all, stranger and friend: 
seeing your son Jesus Christ, in the face of all whom we meet.  
We congregate, with love, hope, and thankfulness, 
a people gathered online and a people dispersed wherever we are,  
we are a community unified in your grace and care, 
praying for the skills and the abilities to approach difference with grace, 
to learn and to grow, and to never close ourselves off  
from the pain of the world.  
We come, not only to confess the wrong we have done,  
but to rejoice in the gifts you have given us, 
to do good in and for the world, while the diversity of politics, sexuality, 
gender, race, and so many other things have brought division in the past, 
we ask now, as people gathered in your name, for the boldness to see diversity 
as a gift, and difference as a blessing, and through this, that we may have the 
ability to build your church which is truly for all, in the name of Jesus Christ 
 
Lord’s Prayer 
 
A number of meetings and discussions on “returning to church buildings” for 
worship this week, some are already there, others are planning to open soon, 
Some for private prayer, others for worship, some anxious, some excited. 
I’ve referred to different groups as cautious or keen, note I said keen and not 
stupid (sorry to use this word but a house party for 300 surely justifies that), 



And the hope is that all will feel able to make their choice based on their own 
circumstances, not out of obligation or duty, but because they are willing, able, 
and fit enough come.  And I cannot emphasise that enough. 
Fear is a word that comes up a lot in the Bible, 
One colleague is concerned we are creating a culture of fear, 
And there are many verses which encourage us not to be afraid. 
Do not be afraid, for I have redeemed you.  
I have called you by name, you are mine. 
When you pass through (insert the difficulty), I am with you. 
Another is perfect love cast out fear,  
But I am comforted in the knowledge that none of us are perfect, 
And therefore it is okay to be afraid, and cautious,  
and it is important to respect others decisions about coming out, 
and joining in a gather like this. 
I have my own anxieties – and hope I that won’t see come across too  
Directive or maternal, but would request everyone be respectful and cautious. 
And that God would  
Help us to listen to those voices that do not sound like our own,  
to those beliefs that disagree with our own, 
to the pain we do not know, to the fears we do not have.  
Help us to listen before we speak, to understand instead of lecture,  
to appreciate diversity instead of condemning difference,  
to learn and to grow with others not in spite of them.  
Help us to listen in a society of hurt, 
in a country of disagreement, in a world of noise.  
Help us to listen and give us the courage to truly hear. 
Romans 13:8-14  

Love Fulfills the Law 

8 Let no debt remain outstanding, except the continuing debt to love one 
another, for whoever loves others has fulfilled the law.9 The commandments, 
“You shall not commit adultery,” “You shall not murder,” “You shall not steal,” 
“You shall not covet,”[a]and whatever other command there may be, are 
summed up in this one command: “Love your neighbour as yourself.”[b] 10 Love 
does no harm to a neighbour. Therefore love is the fulfilment of the law. 

The Day Is Near 

11 And do this, understanding the present time: The hour has already come for 
you to wake up from your slumber, because our salvation is nearer now than 
when we first believed. 12 The night is nearly over; the day is almost here. So let 
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us put aside the deeds of darkness and put on the armor of light. 13 Let us 
behave decently, as in the daytime, not in carousing and drunkenness, not in 
sexual immorality and debauchery, not in dissension and jealousy. 14 Rather, 
clothe yourselves with the Lord Jesus Christ, and do not think about how to 
gratify the desires of the flesh.[c] 

Matthew 18:15-20  

Dealing With Sin in the Church 

15 “If your brother or sister[b] sins,[c] go and point out their fault,just between 
the two of you. If they listen to you, you have won them over. 16 But if they will 
not listen, take one or two others along, so that ‘every matter may be 
established by the testimony of two or three witnesses.’[d] 17 If they still refuse 
to listen, tell it to the church; and if they refuse to listen even to the church, 
treat them as you would a pagan or a tax collector. 

18 “Truly I tell you, whatever you bind on earth will be[e] bound in heaven, and 
whatever you loose on earth will be[f] loosed in heaven. 

19 “Again, truly I tell you that if two of you on earth agree about anything they 
ask for, it will be done for them by my Father in heaven. 20 For where two or 
three gather in my name, there am I with them.” 

 
These verses remind me of the syllabus for Conflict Resolution 101 according 
to the Bible. 
The first thing this passage tells us is that conflict in the church is nothing new. 
It is a moot point whether Jesus ever spoke about, or even envisaged his ‘Way’ 
turning into an institution called ‘the church’, but whether or not he used the 
words attributed to him here, the reason they are recorded in Matthew’s 
gospel is because they needed to be heard by the community of Christians, 
mainly of Jewish background, for whom the gospel was written. Whoever 
these people were, and however faithfully they were trying to follow the 
teaching of Jesus, there had been sufficient instances of conflict among them 
that definitive guidance was needed as to how it should be tackled.  
You do not have to read very deeply between the lines of the gospels, Acts or 
the letters preserved in the New Testament to know that personal rivalries, 
disputes over leadership and fierce differences of opinion were every bit as 
common then as they are now.  This is both disappointing and encouraging: 
disappointing, if we imagined that faith should make more of a difference than 
it does to how people behave and interact with one another; encouraging, 
when we realise that those who were closest to Jesus in time and space, and 
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who lived in the heady days of early church expansion, were no better and no 
worse than we are, and faced exactly the same problems as we do. What 
matters is not that conflicts happen, but how we deal with them.  
Most real-life situations are more complex than the one outlined here, where 
one person has been wronged by another and is seeking redress. It is much 
more often the case that both or all sides of a dispute are convinced that they 
are in the right. Such conflicts are intensified when divine backing is invoked 
and bible verses used as ammunition. Modern practitioners of conflict 
resolution would encourage both parties to listen to one another, in the 
presence of a skilled facilitator. One person going to tell the other what he or 
she has done wrong, as suggested here, is likely only to inflame the situation.  
That apart, there are some helpful pointers here as to how Christians can deal 
with conflict without either avoiding the reality of the dispute or making 
matters worse. Firstly, the complaint is to be made directly to the person 
concerned— not about them to your pals, or to the church leaders, in the car 
park after a meeting or on social media. It takes courage to meet someone face 
to face and have that difficult conversation, but it also conveys respect and a 
willingness to find a way through.  
Secondly, the matter is to be kept as private and low-key as possible. Ideally, if 
it is resolved in that first conversation, no-one else needs to know it ever 
happened. Only if the first approach is unsuccessful are one or two trusted 
others to be involved, and only after that has been tried and failed does is it 
brought before the entire community.  
There is a beautiful irony in the final statement in verse 17. If the offender 
refuses to accept the verdict of the whole church, they are to be treated as if 
they were a ‘Gentile or a tax-collector’. In a traditional first-century Jewish 
community that would mean being ostracised. But how often does Jesus tell 
us, and show by his actions, that his Kingdom is different? Sinners are to be 
forgiven, enemies loved, Gentiles embraced, and tax-collectors invited to tea. 
And how much more does it encourage us to all each person to make their 
own decisions about what is right or wrong for them at this time, having 
considered the recommendations and risk assessments, and to respect that 
decision as their own 
 
 
Ever-living God, Creator and Sustainer of all that we perceive,  
guide us always towards peace, hope, and  
the promise of a new way of life in your church, 
a community united in love of you and each other.  
As we move through the seasons of the year,  



as we wait for the landscape to change, 
we are shown the beauty of our world. 
We give thanks, and we pray for the wisdom to listen to experts,  
to see the impact we have on your awesome creation,  
that we might unify and makes changes now,  
for the generations to come.  
As our world continues to grapple with the unimaginable loss and pain 
experienced by hundreds of thousands of families, 
we pray, individually and as a church for compassion and the ability 
to comfort, support, and to have patience and empathy  
in the grief of others no matter how it is manifest or how long it lasts.  
As our church seeks its own way forward in a changed and changing world, 
we pray for strength to build on what is good,  
to prune what is dead, and to find new ways to 
unite in our mission to spread your love to the world around us.  
As inequality, fear, and hate continue to plague our society, 
we pray for the boldness to stand up to the evils of this world,  
to live the new life promised and given through our saviour Jesus,  
to turn from inaction to action, and to work for justice for all 
as one body of Christ, in the full knowledge and confidence  
that you are with us now and forever. Amen.  
 
Blessing 
 


