
 
 
Maundy Thursday Service 1 April 2021 
 
Opening reflection written  by a friend with various lockdown rules in mind due to the global 
pandemic.  
This Maundy Thursday, 
there’ll be no shared meal around a table for there’d be more 
than two households who’d gather; 
no washing of feet, nor a beloved disciple coorying in; 
no touching, no hugging— 
and where a kiss is a betrayal on a variety of levels.  
In a time of pandemic, when simple touch can lead to death, 
how then to show God’s love, to do as Jesus has done for us?  
Loving one another is: 
a facemask worn; 
the skoosh of sanitiser, 
falling cool upon hands 
when making entries and exits; making space—  
at least two metres.  
There are other ways to practice love—  
to touch hearts without touching: 
be deliverers of medicines, 
of food,  
of news, 
or, stay home— 
for that, too, is an act of loving service.  
Support the local food bank.  
Phone a friend, 
ask them how they really are— 
and give the gift of listening 
when, timidly, they tiptoe past ‘fine’ and move into harder honesty.  
This Maundy Thursday, 
we follow the command to love by touching other’s lives...  
without touching.  
 
Call to Worship 
May we come to you, dear Lord, with hearts filled by love,  
because you hear our voice and our supplications.  
You incline your ear towards us, Lord,  
and we call upon you as long as we live.  
On this day of remembrance, of feet washed and feasts consumed,  
we come to bare our souls to the Servant Lord,  
ready to follow wherever that path leads,  
to be cleansed, served, filled, and prepared.  



Loosen the bonds that entwine us to inaction, silence, and confusion, and free us to 
worship you 
with all our heart, soul, mind, and strength.  
 
Song:  Jesus Calls us here to Meet Him  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yuIQuvsFD00 
 
Bible Lessons:  Psalm 116:1-2,12-19  
1 I love the Lord, for he heard my voice; he heard my cry for mercy. 
2 Because he turned his ear to me, I will call on him as long as I live. 
12 What shall I return to the Lord for all his goodness to me? 
13 I will lift up the cup of salvation and call on the name of the Lord. 
14 I will fulfill my vows to the Lord in the presence of all his people. 
15 Precious in the sight of the Lord is the death of his faithful servants. 
16 Truly I am your servant, Lord; I serve you just as my mother did; 
you have freed me from my chains. 
17 I will sacrifice a thank offering to you and call on the name of the Lord. 
18 I will fulfill my vows to the Lord in the presence of all his people, 
19 in the courts of the house of the Lord— in your midst, Jerusalem. 
 
John 13:1-17,31b-35  Jesus Washes His Disciples’ Feet 
13 It was just before the Passover Festival. Jesus knew that the hour had come for him to 
leave this world and go to the Father. Having loved his own who were in the world, he loved 
them to the end. 
2 The evening meal was in progress, and the devil had already prompted Judas, the son of 
Simon Iscariot, to betray Jesus.3 Jesus knew that the Father had put all things under his 
power, and that he had come from God and was returning to God; 4 so he got up from the 
meal, took off his outer clothing, and wrapped a towel around his waist. 5 After that, he 
poured water into a basin and began to wash his disciples’ feet, drying them with the towel 
that was wrapped around him. 
6 He came to Simon Peter, who said to him, “Lord, are you going to wash my feet?” 
7 Jesus replied, “You do not realize now what I am doing, but later you will understand.” 
8 “No,” said Peter, “you shall never wash my feet.” 
Jesus answered, “Unless I wash you, you have no part with me.” 
9 “Then, Lord,” Simon Peter replied, “not just my feet but my hands and my head as well!” 
10 Jesus answered, “Those who have had a bath need only to wash their feet; their whole 
body is clean. And you are clean, though not every one of you.” 11 For he knew who was 
going to betray him, and that was why he said not everyone was clean. 
12 When he had finished washing their feet, he put on his clothes and returned to his 
place. “Do you understand what I have done for you?” he asked them. 13 “You call me 
‘Teacher’ and ‘Lord,’ and rightly so, for that is what I am. 14 Now that I, your Lord and 
Teacher, have washed your feet, you also should wash one another’s feet. 15 I have set you 
an example that you should do as I have done for you. 16 Very truly I tell you, no servant is 
greater than his master, nor is a messenger greater than the one who sent him. 17 Now that 
you know these things, you will be blessed if you do them. 
“Now the Son of Man is glorified and God is glorified in him. 32 If God is glorified in 
him,[c] God will glorify the Son in himself, and will glorify him at once. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=john+13&version=NIV#fen-NIV-26663c


33 “My children, I will be with you only a little longer. You will look for me, and just as I told 
the Jews, so I tell you now: Where I am going, you cannot come. 
34 “A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must love one 
another. 35 By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another.” 
Song : From Heaven You Came (The Servant King) 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zCAdWs-ZyEk 
Prayer 
 
Doors and Tables, Feet and Feasts  
If the disciples didn’t know it before,  
they must surely know by now, that the times were changing. 
But still, they seemed to be in denial. 
Jesus certainly knew that he faced existential threat, that would be life-ending,  
 and did not shy away from decisions that had to be made,  
he remained determined to face the repercussions  
of the decisions he made because  
he knew he was doing so for the sake of others,  
not just for his own regard. 
He knew the cost of what was coming his way,  
but Jesus did not shy away from it  
because he knew what must be done.  
That being said, it is clear in John’s gospel that these are not easy choices for Jesus, there 
is a dread weight to them  
as he acknowledges the existence of betrayal  
amongst his closest followers.  
Meanwhile, Judas has been ordered to make haste in doing what he was instructed to do.  
No avoidance, no delay.  
Even as we move swiftly through holy week, from the procession of palms and shouts of 
Hosannas, 
To the drama of the turning of the of the tables,  
even the criticism of Jesus having the extravagance of time spent with nearest and dearest  
to prepare for all that was to come,  
the tick-tock of time is pressing in,  
events are coming to a conclusion  
and it is incumbent upon them and us to be ready for them.    
The sense of urgency based upon the inevitability  
of the sacrificial giving up of self that Jesus will embody 
 in order to reveal the Kingdom of God to all.  
There is a communal element not to be overlooked as well. 
Jesus knew what was coming,  
and yet Jesus took time to have a meal with His disciples,  
and to model service for them once more 
Even though He know Judas was going to betray Him, 
He was there being fed and having his feet washed by His Lord. 
There is feeding of body and soul at work,  
There is care and concern for each other,  
ensuring all are fed or cleansed,  



and a sense that through these relatively simple actions  
that the new commandment will guide him to the very end,   
that something new and hopeful for the future  
will come through considerable loss and pain.  
In John’s gospel it is the tender washing of tired and filthy feet by Jesus, where Jesus’ 
servanthood is most eloquently and practically expressed.  
While foot washing is still a tradition in some parts of the church, it is one that in many 
reformed branches of the church has been washed over in favour of celebrations involving 
bread and wine. They are simple products of the earth, too, of course,  
as we recall on this evening, but they are a few steps removed  
from the direct connection between foot and dirty path  
into which Jesus places himself which serve as a reminder that  
Jesus is not afraid of the muck and messiness of life.  
Yet Jesus is also desirous of bringing cleansing  
and refreshment into our lives.  
And in this era of Hands, Face, Space, such cleansing and 
refreshment are surely to the fore of our minds. 
• In a time of heightened awareness of cleanliness and physical boundaries, how is this 
story heard today?  
• What does it mean for us?  
• What new forms of celebrating God’s presence have arisen as a result of the global 
pandemic?  
Johns tells us that Jesus was eating the Passover meal  
with his disciples.  
During the meal he got up from the table, 
took off his outer robe, and tied a towel round his waist. 
Then he poured some water into a bowl 
and began to wash the disciple’s feet, 
drying them with the towel around his waist. 
When he came to Peter, Peter objected, 
and Jesus told him that if he didn’t wash Peter’s feet 
Peter would no longer be able to be part of their communion.  
And Peter told Jesus that if that was the case 
he wanted his hands and feet washed as well!  
When Jesus had finished washing the disciple’s feet,  
he put his robe back on sat down at the table 
and explained to them what he had done.  
He told them that although he was their rabbi  
he had cared for them and washed their feet.  
He explained that what he had done was an example to them  
of how they needed to look out for each other,  
of how they needed to love each other.  
For some, the thought of washing another’s feet, 
Raises any number of concerns, hygiene included, 
For others, the thought of someone else even touching their feet, is too much to bear, but 
from the time I was about 15, 
And found myself in a small intimate gathering  



with others my age, where this was part of the service,  
I have never thought twice about it. 
The offer of such a humble gesture, 
Freely offered, and gratefully received one year, 
And then emulated by me the following year, 
means that I always remember this night  
as a time when Jesus washed his disciples feet, 
Betrayers, deniers, the lot, 
as well as sharing bread and wine with them 
when they met to celebrate the Lord’s Supper.  
Maybe to remember the last supper of Jesus  
and his disciples we need water, 
as much as we need wine and bread.  
For just as much as Jesus used the bread and wine  
to help them understand what his life 
and his coming death were all about,  
he needed to do something to show  
them what he meant by being a servant. 
 
 
Song:  We come as guests invited https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3fZXch9NHk0 
 
The story then and now  
Tonight, they will share the meal in an upper room in Jerusalem and Jesus will create 
something new from it, he will wash the feet of his followers, he will serve them even 
though he is their rabbi, their leader. He will invite them to follow him and become 
servant leaders themselves.  
He will take bread and wine, bless them and share them with his followers creating a new 
tradition for all who follow him to embrace and do in memory of his loving sacrifice.  

• What are the expectations that you have for people coming into your own home?  
• Do you expect them to take off their shoes or to wash their hands?  
• How has the pandemic changed our view of cleanliness and hygiene?  

Wash your hands in the water, thinking about the gift that good hygiene is in the present 
time and the act of service we offer to each other when we wash away any viral particles.  
 
And now let us give thanks and praise to God, for bringing us safely to this time and place, 
to the tables which we have invited guests to share in food and fellowship, in the past, the 
tables where we have spent more time that we might like on our own, the tables where, 
even in these strange times, we are blest to be fed and watered, when so many in our 
world are hungry and thirsty. 
 
Invitation  
As we meet tonight, we come as invited guests, 
we come to remember, we come to be fed,  
we come to be refreshed, we come not because we can, 
but because we must, we need to be here, 
we need to be fed and refreshed once more.  



Come, invited guests, you are welcome here.  
Great Prayer of Thanksgiving 
O God, you sent Jesus, your Son, into the world to save us all,  
and we can never thank you enough.  
He came to reveal your love for us, your desire for us to return that love and to serve you 
here on earth, continuing the work Jesus began, building your kingdom.  
Lord, we confess that we have often failed to answer the invitation to follow and serve, 
preferring to follow our own path 
and to serve our own desires instead.  
Forgive us once more, Lord God, 
give us humility to kneel before you again 
and offer our service, to give all we have received from you 
back to you for the sake of the work of the kingdom.  
Lord, as we prepare to answer your call once more, 
to gather together around the table you have prepared,  
to share together in taking bread and wine, 
remind us of the invitation to serve you.  
Holy Spirit, we call upon you to come among us wherever we are and rest upon the 
elements of bread and wine before us. 
For, Lord Jesus, you have invited us here, you have prepared the table before us, you have 
blessed the elements, and we ask that you separate them from all common use to this 
holy use and mystery, that may we now remember all you have done as we take them 
together.  
 
Sharing Bread and Wine  
Our Lord Jesus took bread, blessed it and broke it and shared it with those at the table, so 
we also now take the bread before us and remember the body of Christ, broken for us.  
Take the bread (gathered or at home).  
Our Lord Jesus poured a cup of wine, blessed it and shared it with those at the table, so 
we also now take the cup before us and remember the blood of Christ, shed for us, a 
symbol of the new relationship we have been invited into with God.  
 
The Peace  
  
Prayer  
Generous God, you sent Jesus into the world 
that we might know how much you love us, 
and also to invite us to join in the work of building the kingdom,  
learning to serve one another and become servant leaders. 
In sharing bread and wine and the peace together 
we have once more remembered Jesus 
and our decision to following his footsteps.  
As we leave this gathering to return to our daily lives  
we ask for courage to look and listen for ways to serve you  
and for opportunities to build your kingdom here and now. 
Amen.  



As we go this night, 
we continue our walk with Jesus 
towards the Cross and onwards to the tomb. But for now, we reflect. 
And we wait...  

 


