
 

Service for All Saints Day 

Call to Worship from Psalm 107 

 In Praise of God's Goodness 

107 “Give thanks to the Lord, because he is good; 
    his love is eternal!” 
2 Repeat these words in praise to the Lord, 
    all you whom he has saved. 
He has rescued you from your enemies 
3     and has brought you back from foreign countries, 
    from east and west, from north and south.[a] 
4 Some wandered in the trackless desert 
    and could not find their way to a city to live in. 
5 They were hungry and thirsty 
    and had given up all hope. 
6 Then in their trouble they called to the Lord, 
    and he saved them from their distress. 
7 He led them by a straight road 
    to a city where they could live. 
 
Prayer 
 
Almighty God your knowledge is complete, perfect in every way, 
and so we seek to learn and become wiser.  
We come before you as willing students, 
ready to listen, to hear your words of wisdom for us today.  
In your wisdom you gave each one of us gifts and talents 
to help build your kingdom.  
We are sorry for those times when we have failed  
to use all you have given us.  
We are conscious that there have been times we have chosen to ignore the needs of others and 
instead been foolish.  
Forgive us, O Lord, we desire wisdom 
we long to be more like Jesus in our words and our actions.  
We recommit ourselves to the work you have given us  
using all that we have 
to bring the kingdom of God here and now. 
So let us pray together the words Jesus taught us  
The Lord’s Prayer  
 
Address – A Chat with Jesus 
My college friend Amanda, also a minister,  shared yesterday this story.  Se was doing her online 
grocery shop in the States, which by the way is quite a new thing there, and, on this occasion, 
instead of doing the whole thing yourself, based on favourite items, or things you bought last time, 
you open an chat with an Associate at the start, In case you can’t find something or have a question 
about what’s on offer, or whatever – it is still mostly click and collect rather than delivery. So, she sat 
down with her list and logged in, 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm+107&version=GNT#fen-GNT-16941a


And was then stopping in her tracks, She was stopped in her tracks when up on her screen popped 
the green button which said , Chat with Jesus, and so she posted this screenshot,  
And asked her friends, what we would Chat with Jesus about… 
Oh the possibilities… I sat and typed a list – a rather desperate list… 
I might add… 
For, Having had several deep and some difficult discussions about where God is when someone is 
suffering or how people who believe in God can also vote for Trump or righteous anger about gun 
violence, 
amongst other things this week, I listed them out one by one – suicide, cancer, food poverty, 
violence to name a few and that was having come to some resolution since I’d last written a similar 
list out a few days earlier in the wee small hours after a long hard day “at the office”- which read: 
A few life lessons of the day before I try to sleep—- So much hurt and anguish, so much love and 
care, so many trying to focus on the good we can do rather than the difficult things we can’t control, 
as we wait and wonder, when Lord when? Meanwhile, may be the bearers of hope and love and 
light and care - Seek justice (with blankets for babies in Syria or in your vocation wherever it may 
take you in real life or online), love kindness (try to stay positive even on the darkest days and 
remember sharing is caring) and walk humbly (tread lightly, don’t blame or shame, care for others 
needs not just your own) remembering it’s okay not to be okay, that there are people who want to 
help, and that all we can do is do what we can do to love and care for all - family, friends, neighbours 
and even the scurrying wee creature I hear above my head right now xxx Remembering those 
who’ve taught us these lessons but are no longer on this earth, Making the most of the time we 
have with those who are and hoping (and working and VOTING) for a better future for those who are 
growing up in these strange and scary times in our world xx Shine bright my friends xxxx 
Invite you to be a beacon of hope and a glimmer of light in the darkness but putting a light of some 
description in your front window from today until the clocks change again in March 
 
I Thessalonians 2: 9-113 

9 Surely you remember, our friends, how we worked and toiled! We worked day and night so that we 
would not be any trouble to you as we preached to you the Good News from God. 

10 You are our witnesses, and so is God, that our conduct toward you who believe was pure, right, 
and without fault. 11 You know that we treated each one of you just as parents treat their own 
children. 12 We encouraged you, we comforted you, and we kept urging you to live the kind of life 
that pleases God, who calls you to share in his own Kingdom and glory. 

13 And there is another reason why we always give thanks to God. When we brought you God's 
message, you heard it and accepted it, not as a message from human beings but as God's message, 
which indeed it is. For God is at work in you who believe.  

 
Matthew 23:1-12    
Jesus Warns against the Teachers of the Law and the Pharisees 

23 Then Jesus spoke to the crowds and to his disciples. 2 “The teachers of the Law and the Pharisees 
are the authorized interpreters of Moses' Law. 3 So you must obey and follow everything they tell 
you to do; do not, however, imitate their actions, because they don't practice what they 
preach. 4 They tie onto people's backs loads that are heavy and hard to carry, yet they aren't willing 
even to lift a finger to help them carry those loads. 5 They do everything so that people will see 
them. Look at the straps with scripture verses on them which they wear on their foreheads and 
arms, and notice how large they are! Notice also how long are the tassels on their cloaks![a]6 They 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew%2023&version=GNT#fen-GNT-26970a


love the best places at feasts and the reserved seats in the synagogues; 7 they love to be greeted 
with respect in the marketplaces and to have people call them ‘Teacher.’ 8 You must not be called 
‘Teacher,’ because you are all equal and have only one Teacher. 9 And you must not call anyone here 
on earth ‘Father,’ because you have only the one Father in heaven. 10 Nor should you be called 
‘Leader,’ because your one and only leader is the Messiah. 11 The greatest one among you must be 
your servant. 12 Whoever makes himself great will be humbled, and whoever humbles himself will be 
made great. 

 

Sermon 

What does the Lord require of you? To seek justice, love kindness and walk humbly with your God. 

Much is currently being written in the press about a rise  

in popular nationalist thought, the likes of the slogans  

used by Donald Trump like Make America great. 

As difficult as it is, I will refrain from discussing what that looks 

Like in the States at the present time, as they approach 

the Presidential election this week. 

However, in the United Kingdom, the Government  

is repeatedly laying claim to creating so called “great” world-beating, 

such as its lackluster track and trace system, 

where I heard the other day of a case in England, 

where someone tested positive and her own mother,  

whom she had cared for daily beforehand didn’t receive a notification  

for some five days after she tested positive. 

Thankfully I am led to believe our system in Scotland is more efficient. 

And, Many commentators have noted that  a system that works will do,  

it does not need to be world-beating.  

Too often, the purpose of such political rhetoric is less to stir a sense  

of striving to greatness as an athlete in training for the Olympics, 

or betterment in the spirit of MLK’s “I have a dream...” 



or success in JFK’s “Space is there and we’re going to climb it...”,  

it is rather to create a sense of division between us and them.  

We first, you last.  

Too often those in power suggest  

in their words and display in their actions, 

We are world-beaters, you are the beaten, down-trodden.  

This kind of language has long held appeal for people,  

and sadly has been at the root of much trauma and bloodshed.  

The particularly apt lectionary reading for this week only covers  

the first twelve verses of chapter 23.  

This is understandable for brevity, but it does mean that,  

as is often the case with the Revised Common Lectionary,  

it sidesteps the more tricky verses.  

And so I would encourage to take time to read the whole chapter  

to grasp the flavour of this polemically driven critique and challenge  

to the scribes and Pharisee. 

The language used is not uncommon for a discussion  

of this sort from this period in history. 

Numerous are the judgments against other groups,  

from Jew against Gentile and vice versa,  

but also within different Jewish communities,  

another familiar example in our time.  

Matthew was written after the fall of Jerusalem  

and the destruction of the temple in a time when communities were  

trying to understand what had led to this calamity,  



who was to blame,  

and what the future shape of their  

own particular faith community would take.  

In amongst this messiness was Matthew’s small community  

trying to define its place.  

Fully in the crossfire of Jesus’ anger, as Matthew tells it,  

are the Pharisees and Scribes. 

This particular group of people in that time who had become  

hopelessly lost amidst their own sense of self-importance, 

they were blind guides who sat on Moses’ seat,  

their roles a part of a vastly long tradition,  

and yet they were themselves nowt but hypocrites for failing  

to practice what they preached. 

Worse than that, they would go out of their way in displays of public piety  

demanding the best seats,  

and demanding respect and honour from others.  

It is not hard to find examples of such public piety in our own day.  

But Jesus is having none of it.  

That is not the Way of which he has taught.  

He tells his disciples they are not to place themselves 

 over and above others, he reminds them they are all students  

under the instruction of the One true teacher.  

Then, Jesus brings back the language of equality,  

the greatest will be your servant,  

those who exalt themselves will be humbled,  



while those who humble themselves will be exalted.  

There is honesty and integrity at the heart of this alternative vision.  

At the moment many of the world’s nations are struggling  

with a politics that is neither honest nor has integrity.  

Lies and falsehoods are spoken without fear of repercussion,  

others are demonised in order to play blame games,  

and those who try to speak out are ridiculed or silenced.  

As Jesus laments how much he desired to gather everyone  

together as a hen gathers her brood, 

so must we remain vigilant and prepared  

in our witness to God’s vision for all – Saints and Sinners alike. 

Hymn  For all the Saints 

Moment of Silence for All Saints and Remembrance 

Prayer 

Gracious God, wise teacher, 
we thank you for your patience and mercy.  

Hear us, O Lord, 
as we offer these prayers for our universe.  

We thank you 
for the men, women and children who wisely use the gifts and talents you have given them, who are 
making our world a better place to live in.  

We thank you for all those people 
who are gifted teachers helping others to learn 

and grow in all manner of ways.  

We thank you for all those people 
who are enablers helping people 
to discover gifts and talents they weren’t aware of.  

We pray for all those people who have been denied 
from using the gifts and talents they have and who long 
for an opportunity to use them.  



We pray for all those people who spend so much time envying the gifts of others they fail to see 
their own gifts nor use them well.  

Lord in a world full of people 
who love to proclaim their wisdom but live foolish lives 
we pray that your followers would strive to be 
as wise as Jesus and live as he did. 
Help us we pray. 
Amen.  

Closing Thought 

The Respectable Pharisee  

I’m the respectable Pharisee. Jesus gets under my skin.  

Just listen to what he said: 
“They do not practice what they preach” 
Well, of all the cheek! 
Who does he think I am? 
I am the respectable Pharisee. 
All those years I’ve worked hard 
to be where I am now. 
I know the Law and the regulations. 
I have a right to sit on Moses’ seat 
passing judgement on spiritual and moral issues  

telling people what they should do. 
That is my job 
for I am the respectable Pharisee.  

Yes, Jesus gets under my skin.  

Take notice of what he said: 
“Everything they do is done for people to see.” 
Well, of course people need to see me; 
I am someone important—the respectable Pharisee. 
It is the legitimate privilege of who I am. 
I have earned my honourable title of “Rabbi” 
I deserve first place at the high table 
and, after all, the people love our pomp and ceremony.  

They love to greet me in public places 
otherwise how would they know who I am? 
I have to be seen by all 
for I am the respectable Pharisee.  

So, yes, Jesus gets right under my skin.  

 



Blessing and Sung Amen 

 


