
 
Call To Worship  
My God, my God, we come to this forsaken day,  
and our emotions and tears may seek to overwhelm us.  
As we witness the trial and execution of Jesus,  
we cannot help but to cry with him and the psalmist:  
why have you forsaken him?  
In a time filled with abuse of power and oppression of the marginalised, we cry out to you, O my 
God,  and yet  
it seems that you do not answer.  
Or could it be we are too jaded to hear the message of Passion:  
may we bow down before you, Lord God, and listen once more.  
 
Song:  How Deep the Father’s Love for Us 
 
Hebrews 10:16-25  
16 “This is the covenant I will make with them  after that time, says the Lord.  I will put my laws in 
their hearts,  
and I will write them on their minds.”[b] 
17 Then he adds:  
“Their sins and lawless acts  I will remember no more.”[c] 
18 And where these have been forgiven, sacrifice for sin is no longer necessary. 
19 Therefore, brothers and sisters, since we have confidence to enter the Most Holy Place by the 
blood of Jesus, 20 by a new and living way opened for us through the curtain, that is, his 
body, 21 and since we have a great priest over the house of God,22 let us draw near to God with a 
sincere heart and with the full assurance that faith brings, having our hearts sprinkled to cleanse 
us from a guilty conscience and having our bodies washed with pure water.23 Let us hold 
unswervingly to the hope we profess, for he who promised is faithful.24 And let us consider how 
we may spur one another on toward love and good deeds,25 not giving up meeting together, as 
some are in the habit of doing, but encouraging one another—and all the more as you see the Day 
approaching. 
 
Prayer Of Adoration And Confession  
Loving God, we gather tonight in remembrance,  
of the supreme compassion that you have shown for us, 
in prayer and reflection, to give thanks and praise for 
the life and death of your son Jesus.  
Forgiving God, we come before you in remembrance 
of the gifts you have given the world,  
conscious of our sins and the sins of all humanity,  
but forever assured of your freely given forgiveness, 
help us this day to be freed in your grace,  
to travel through this life in the knowledge that  
you stand beside us always, that you gather us up when we fall, 
and that you heal our broken lives in love and compassion.  
Gracious God, we join together in remembrance of 
the steadfast care that you show have shown your creation, 
on this day of sorrow and hope, we follow in the footsteps of  
those who walked with, cried over, lived with, and loved Jesus.  
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Help us this day to live in a way that is pleasing to you, 
bound to each other in the love of Jesus, constantly caring for and spreading your message and 
mission to all whom we meet.  
Eternal God, today of all days, we congregate in remembrance that through every darkness, your 
light will break through and shine forever, in the person of Jesus Christ, crucified and risen, 
who taught us to pray together saying 
Lord’s Prayer 
 
Isaiah 52:13-53:12 
The Suffering and Glory of the Servant 
5213 See, my servant will act wisely[b]; 
    he will be raised and lifted up and highly exalted. 
14 Just as there were many who were appalled at him[c]— 
    his appearance was so disfigured beyond that of any  
    human being and his form marred beyond human likeness— 
15 so he will sprinkle many nations,[d] 
    and kings will shut their mouths because of him. 
For what they were not told, they will see, 
    and what they have not heard, they will understand. 
53 Who has believed our message 
    and to whom has the arm of the Lord been revealed? 
2 He grew up before him like a tender shoot, 
    and like a root out of dry ground. 
He had no beauty or majesty to attract us to him, 
    nothing in his appearance that we should desire him. 
3 He was despised and rejected by mankind, 
    a man of suffering, and familiar with pain. 
Like one from whom people hide their faces 
    he was despised, and we held him in low esteem. 
4 Surely he took up our pain and bore our suffering, 
yet we considered him punished by God,  
stricken by him, and afflicted. 
5 But he was pierced for our transgressions, 
    he was crushed for our iniquities; 
the punishment that brought us peace was on him, 
    and by his wounds we are healed. 
6 We all, like sheep, have gone astray, 
    each of us has turned to our own way; 
and the Lord has laid on him the iniquity of us all. 
7 He was oppressed and afflicted, yet he did not open his mouth; 
    he was led like a lamb to the slaughter, and as a sheep  
    before its shearers is silent, so he did not open his mouth. 
8 By oppression[a] and judgment he was taken away. 
    Yet who of his generation protested? 
For he was cut off from the land of the living; 
    for the transgression of my people he was punished.[b] 
9 He was assigned a grave with the wicked, 
and with the rich in his death, 
though he had done no violence, nor was any deceit in his mouth. 
10 Yet it was the Lord’s will to crush him and cause him to suffer, 
    and though the Lord makes[c] his life an offering for sin, 
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he will see his offspring and prolong his days, 
    and the will of the Lord will prosper in his hand. 
11 After he has suffered,  
he will see the light of life[d] and be satisfied[e]; 
by his knowledge[f] my righteous servant will justify many, 
    and he will bear their iniquities. 
12 Therefore I will give him a portion among the great,[g] 
    and he will divide the spoils with the strong,[h] 
because he poured out his life unto death, 
    and was numbered with the transgressors. 
For he bore the sin of many, 
    and made intercession for the transgressors. 
 
VIDEO  
Were You There When they Crucified My Lord?   
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MPmGcridHQ8&list=RDMPmGcridHQ8&index=1 
With images from the movie The Passion of Christ,  
Which I feel I should say have images that may disturb you. 
I will include the text in the printed order of service, if you’d rather close your eyes and reflect as 
you listen to the music. 
John 19 Then Pilate took Jesus and had him flogged. 2 The soldiers twisted together a crown of 
thorns and put it on his head. They clothed him in a purple robe 3 and went up to him again and 
again, saying, “Hail, king of the Jews!” And they slapped him in the face. 
4 Once more Pilate came out and said to the Jews gathered there, “Look, I am bringing him out to 
you to let you know that I find no basis for a charge against him.” 5 When Jesus came out wearing 
the crown of thorns and the purple robe, Pilate said to them, “Here is the man!” 
6 As soon as the chief priests and their officials saw him, they shouted, “Crucify! Crucify!” 
But Pilate answered, “You take him and crucify him. As for me, I find no basis for a charge against 
him.” 
7 The Jewish leaders insisted, “We have a law, and according to that law he must die, because he 
claimed to be the Son of God.” 
8 When Pilate heard this, he was even more afraid, 9 and he went back inside the palace.  “Where 
do you come from?” he asked Jesus, but Jesus gave him no answer.10 “Do you refuse to speak to 
me?” Pilate said. “Don’t you realize I have power either to free you or to crucify you?” 
11 Jesus answered, “You would have no power over me if it were not given to you from 
above. Therefore the one who handed me over to you is guilty of a greater sin.” 
12 From then on, Pilate tried to set Jesus free, but the Jewish leaders kept shouting, “If you let this 
man go, you are no friend of Caesar. Anyone who claims to be a king opposes Caesar.” 
13 When Pilate heard this, he brought Jesus out and sat down on the judge’s seat at a place known 
as the Stone Pavement (which in Aramaic is Gabbatha). 14 It was the day of Preparation of the 
Passover; it was about noon. 
“Here is your king,” Pilate said to the Jews. 
15 But they shouted, “Take him away! Take him away! Crucify him!” 
“Shall I crucify your king?” Pilate asked. 
“We have no king but Caesar,” the chief priests answered. 
16 Finally Pilate handed him over to them to be crucified. 
The Crucifixion of Jesus 
So the soldiers took charge of Jesus.17 Carrying his own cross, he went out to the place of the 
Skull (which in Aramaic is called Golgotha). 18 There they crucified him, and with him two others—
one on each side and Jesus in the middle. 
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19 Pilate had a notice prepared and fastened to the cross. It read: Jesus of Nazareth, the King of the 
Jews. 20 Many of the Jews read this sign, for the place where Jesus was crucified was near the 
city, and the sign was written in Aramaic, Latin and Greek.21 The chief priests of the Jews protested 
to Pilate, “Do not write ‘The King of the Jews,’ but that this man claimed to be king of the Jews.” 
22 Pilate answered, “What I have written, I have written.” 
23 When the soldiers crucified Jesus, they took his clothes, dividing them into four shares, one for 
each of them, with the undergarment remaining. This garment was seamless, woven in one piece 
from top to bottom. 
24 “Let’s not tear it,” they said to one another. “Let’s decide by lot who will get it.” 
This happened that the scripture might be fulfilled that said, 
“They divided my clothes among them 
    and cast lots for my garment.”[a] 
So this is what the soldiers did. 
25 Near the cross of Jesus stood his mother,his mother’s sister, Mary the wife of Clopas, and Mary 
Magdalene. 26 When Jesus saw his mother there, and the disciple whom he loved standing nearby, 
he said to her, “Woman,[b] here is your son,” 27 and to the disciple, “Here is your mother.” From 
that time on, this disciple took her into his home. 
The Death of Jesus 
28 Later, knowing that everything had now been finished, and so that Scripture would be 
fulfilled, Jesus said, “I am thirsty.” 29 A jar of wine vinegar was there, so they soaked a sponge in it, 
put the sponge on a stalk of the hyssop plant, and lifted it to Jesus’ lips. 30 When he had received 
the drink, Jesus said, “It is finished.” With that, he bowed his head and gave up his spirit. 
31 Now it was the day of Preparation, and the next day was to be a special Sabbath. Because the 
Jewish leaders did not want the bodies left on the crosses during the Sabbath, they asked Pilate to 
have the legs broken and the bodies taken down. 32 The soldiers therefore came and broke the legs 
of the first man who had been crucified with Jesus, and then those of the other. 33 But when they 
came to Jesus and found that he was already dead, they did not break his legs. 34 Instead, one of 
the soldiers piercedJesus’ side with a spear, bringing a sudden flow of blood and water. 35 The man 
who saw it has given testimony, and his testimony is true. He knows that he tells the truth, and he 
testifies so that you also may believe. 36 These things happened so that the scripture would be 
fulfilled: “Not one of his bones will be broken,”[c] 37 and, as another scripture says, “They will look 
on the one they have pierced.”[d] 
The Burial of Jesus 
38 Later, Joseph of Arimathea asked Pilate for the body of Jesus. Now Joseph was a disciple of 
Jesus, but secretly because he feared the Jewish leaders. With Pilate’s permission, he came and 
took the body away. 39 He was accompanied by Nicodemus, the man who earlier had visited Jesus 
at night. Nicodemus brought a mixture of myrrh and aloes, about seventy-five pounds.[e] 40 Taking 
Jesus’ body, the two of them wrapped it, with the spices, in strips of linen. This was in accordance 
with Jewish burial customs. 41 At the place where Jesus was crucified, there was a garden, and in 
the garden a new tomb, in which no one had ever been laid.42 Because it was the Jewish day of 
Preparation and since the tomb was nearby, they laid Jesus there. 
 
Who Is It You Want?  
Who is it you want?  A gentle Jesus meek and mild?  
A radical Jesus running wild? A warrior Jesus armed and riled? 
A law filled Jesus to follow the rules?  
A teaching Jesus for your local schools?  
A fun filled Jesus king of the fools?  
Who is it you want? A Wonderful Counsellor, A Mighty God, 
An Everlasting Father, A Prince of Peace.  
Who is it you want? A Lord and Master to rule your life?  
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A lamb of God to be sacrificed? A king of Jews to be glorified?  
Who is it you want?  Emmanuel the God who is with us?  
Christ the anointed one? Jesus the Saviour of all?  
Who is it you want?  
It is the question that mattered to those seeking Jesus: 
the followers, the disciples, the people, the critics,  
the persecutors, the prosecutors.  
Who is it you want? A scapegoat for your sins?  
A speaker of truth? Or someone to blame?  
On this Good Friday Jesus asked the soldiers the question,  
“Who is it you want?” 
And they couldn’t find the words for it seemed they did not know, 
all they had was a name and a place: Jesus of Nazareth.  
Peter, his friend and ally, quickly forgot his name 
and denied that he ever knew him.  
Caiaphas, the High Priest, advised like a faceless bureaucrat   
that it was better if one man died for the people.  
Pilate labelled him ‘The king of the Jews’ 
in every language under the sun,  
and could not work out who was telling the truth!  
The chief priests did not want to name him 
and denied he was ever a king.  
And the soldiers were only interested 
in playing games of chance with what little possessions he had.  
And they nailed him to the cross, and they watched him die 
in wretched pain and agony, giving him one last drink  
of bitter wine in the hope a miracle might come, not for them, 
but all the others who dared not call his name.  
Joseph of Arimathea, lays his body in a family tomb,  
a mark of dignity and respect.  
And now we wait and wonder: Who is it you want? 
And what will you do now?  
 
Hymn When I survey the Wondrous Cross 
 
Prayers For Others And Ourselves  
Creator God, today, as we come together to worship, 
we are assured of the completeness of your love, 
and remember all that you have done for us,  
and we pray in Jesus’ name that you continue to pour out  
your blessings and bring light into the darkness.  
In a world of death and destruction, 
where your people are needlessly harmed 
through war, disease, and poverty, 
we pray for all those who are casualties 
of the greed and inhumanity of the powerful, 
we remember too, that you have given us the 
gifts of grace, charity, and compassion, 
help us to share these gifts with all whom we meet, and we pray  
in Jesus’ name that you continue to pour out your blessings 
and bring light into the darkness.  



At a time of great change for all your people,   
members of your church and not, we pray for your continuing blessing on all those who work for 
your kingdom,   
all those who seek to spread your word and  
all those who seek to live as you command.  
Help us to remain committed to showing your great love to all whom we meet, and we pray in 
Jesus’ name 
that you continue to pour out your blessings  
and bring light into the darkness  
As we join together in hopefulness,  
your people seeking wisdom and guidance, we pray for ourselves, 
each one of us who is facing trouble in our own lives 
each one of us who is feeling let down by the world 
each one of us who is hoping for a better tomorrow, 
help us to be there for each other, and we pray in Jesus’ name 
that you continue to pour out your blessings  
and bring light into the darkness.  
On this Friday, as we stand beneath the cross,  
gathered into your embrace, forgiven, loved, and guided, confident of your blessing, assure us 
that, no matter how dark it may be,  your light will shine, today and every day, 
Amen.  
 
Sending  
We have walked with Jesus to the Cross  
and onwards to the tomb.  
The story does not end here. For love always wins...  
But for now, we reflect. And we wait...  
 
In Christ Alone 
My song is love unknown 
On a hill far away  
There is a green hill far away  


