
Worship for Sunday 7 June  
 
The Great Commission 
Call to Worship 
Life-providing God, we gather to praise you.  
Receive the humble praise we offer.  
Lead-giving Christ, we gather to follow you.  
Guide us in your ways in our worship.  
Leader: Love-sharing Spirit, we gather to grow.  
Nurture our faith this hour.  
Disciples  
‘Disciples’, that’s what we were called: learners, beginners, pupils, trainees.  
Jesus had called twelve of us to be disciples, to travel with him, to listen to him, 
watch him, learn from him. We were an odd mixture of people;  
different occupations, different temperaments, different ideas about the 
world, about each other, about God. 
But he had taught us well, we had learnt to trust God 
to give us hands to heal and words to say. 
Despite a few fierce arguments 
we had mostly learnt to work together, to trust each other,  
to listen and to pray.  
And now, at his bidding, we were back in Galilee, at the top of a mountain. 
Eleven of us now, for Judas had gone his own way. 
Mountains are special places in our history: Noah high and dry on Ararat, 
Moses on Sinai, and Jesus had often taught us and many others sitting down 
on a mountainside.  
Jesus had recently been crucified and buried in a tomb, 
and now he was alive again, people had seen him,  
spoken with him, 
and now he was here with us on this mountain.  
We met him there as individuals, because,  
although we were all his disciples, we were still very different people. 
Some of us wanted to worship him, 
others had doubts and questions 
about what had happened to him, 
and who he was.  
And he spoke with us, 
and he told us that it was time for us 
to go and teach people all about him. 
It was time for us to call people 
to be learners and pupils and trainees, 
to call people everywhere to be disciples.  



We were to baptise them 
in the name of God the Father, 
and Jesus and the Holy Spirit. 
We were to teach them, 
as we had been taught, 
to love God with everything they had, heart, mind, body, soul, and spirit, 
and to love their neighbours as themselves.  
Those were the last things 
that Jesus said to us on the mountain. Challenging things, commissioning 
things, words spoken with authority, 
and then he said to us, 
there was something we needed to remember, and I always have.  
These were his last words, 
they have always helped me and blessed me and I share them now with you. 
Jesus said; 
“Remember, I am always with you, 
to the end of time.”  
Prayer  
Ready, steady, stop! 
Help us all to: 
stop bullying and brutality, 
stop hunger and hurt, 
stop fear and famine. 
Help us all to be ready, and steady, and to stop!  
Ready, steady, wait! 
Help us all to: 
Wait for the slower ones amongst us, 
wait for the things we can’t yet have, 
wait on your teaching to help us grow. 
Help us all to be ready, and steady, and to wait!  
Ready, steady, go! 
Help us all to: 
go and offer kindness, 
go and speak the truth, 
go and be your light, 
help us all to be ready, and steady, and to go in the name of Jesus our teacher, 
Who taught us to pray together (The Lord’s Prayer) 
Matthew 28:16-20  

The Great Commission 

16 Then the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain where Jesus had 
told them to go. 17 When they saw him, they worshiped him; but some 



doubted.18 Then Jesus came to them and said, “All authority in heaven and on 
earth has been given to me. 19 Therefore go and make disciples of all 
nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the 
Holy Spirit, 20 and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. 
And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age.” 

 
 
 
 
Sermon 
It is a tradition in many educational establishments 
to send off their freshly qualified and newly-minted graduates with a flourish: a 
ceremony that marks their achievement but also that commissions them for 
the journey still to come. A part of such a ceremony is often a keynote speaker 
who will offer some sage advice to those who may have discarded their “L” 
plates (Learner plates) but are still very much in the early stages of life’s 
journey. A bit like a wedding speech, I the pressure is on to get the tone right in 
offering some laughter, some seriousness and lots of encouragement.   Many 
of these life events have been postponed or cancelled or had to be done in 
such a way that the graduates and families were either on a computer or 
socially distanced and feeling very much removed from the occasion this would 
usually be.  
The final verses in Matthew’s gospel seem to fulfill a 
similar objective. However the stakes are, I would suggest, much higher. The 
newly graduated learners from Jesus’ Academy of the Good News were not 
just being thrown into a competitive workplace but into a far more threatening 
environment in which their very being was a challenge to the authority of 
Rome.  
We read that the eleven disciples gathered at a mountain: the scene of so 
many important events in Jesus’ own 
life from his temptation to his teaching, healing and feeding, transfiguration 
and prayer. Only eleven disciples for Judas has hanged himself in his sense of 
despair at what happened, though one can be assured that many others, 
especially women, would have also been present. As Jesus appears to them we 
have the assuring reality that while they worshipped yet still some doubted 
and questioned what was going on. That certainly has the ring of reality to it as 
we consider our own faith communities and the mixture of people at different 
stages in their faith, some filled with doubting questions, others not seeking to 
question anything, others comfortable that their questions and wondering are 
part of their faith. There was a mixed response by those gathered even at that 
time. Just as there is today to Jesus’ message.  



Jesus takes on the authority of God to himself and then offers his keynote 
address by way of commissioning his graduates. It is short and sweet but also 
vast in scope, ambition and challenge. That this was to a mere handful of 
people and yet here we are as those who have benefitted from such a 
commission is hard to fully comprehend. It worked, albeit with all kinds of fits 
and starts, wrong turns, misguided paths, and dubious priorities from those 
who took on power with the Church along the way.  
As mentioned above, this was also a clear challenge to the worldy authorities, 
and contemporaneously to Rome. Livy records Proculus Julius’ declaration that 
the father of Rome, Romulus, descended from the gods to command, “Go and 
declare to the Romans the will of Heaven that my Rome shall be the capital of 
the world so let them cherish the art of war, and let them know and teach their 
children that no human strength can resist Romans arms.” (Ad Urbe Condita 
1.16)  
Several weeks ago, when the US schools were breaking up for their summer 
holidays, former President Obama did a very inspirational collective graduation 
speech for all those moving from one chapter of their lives to another, who 
couldn’t be together because of the Covid 19 pandemic .  
He began talking about some of the challenges people face in getting to such a 
milestone, and while it may seem a huge disappointment at the moment not 
to have the time to mark such an occasion, that will soon be forgotten.  But 
what will shape their future is their response to the current crisis,  and then he 
closes with these words.  
Even families that are relatively well-off are dealing with massive uncertainty. 
Those who were struggling before — they’re hanging on by a thread. 
All of which means that you’re going to have to grow up faster than some 
generations. This pandemic has shaken up the status quo and laid bare a lot of 
our country’s deep-seated problems — from massive economic inequality to 
ongoing racial disparities to a lack of basic health care for people who need it. 
It’s woken a lot of young people up to the fact that the old ways of doing things 
just don’t work; that it doesn’t matter how much money you make if everyone 
around you is hungry and sick; and that our society and our democracy only 
work when we think not just about ourselves, but about each other. 
Little did Obama know how that next chapter of their story would unfold as 
another pandemic in American history tragically made the front pages once 
again.  I don’t yet have the words to express how the divisions there have 
shaken me to the core, and caused me such grave concern, but remain hopeful 
that we can all work together for future generations, where my children’s 
children are not plagued by the same divisions that my grandparents were. 
Jesus gives an alternative mission to that which Rome had so successfully 
exported around the known world, from 
the unlikely lifting off point of rural Galilee Jesus launches a new worldwide 



movement that embraces all peoples, drawing the whole of creation into the 
movement. No wonder the early followers of Jesus sought the assurance that 
Jesus was with them through that challenge to the end of the age. And we seek 
that same affirmation today in a fast changing and very uncertain time: 
reminded that Jesus is with us through all of this, encouraging us in that 
heavenly mission for which Jesus lived, died for, and continues to advocate.  
Some homework… 
Take a piece of paper and create two columns. Title one column ‘Certainty’ and 
the second ‘Doubt’.  
Create two lists: 1) the things in life you are ‘certain’ about, and 2) the things in 
life you of which you are ‘less sure’. These lists could be a mix of things 
covering humanity, creation, society, existing observations, and desirable 
outcomes and so on.  
Then discuss with others, or reflect on your own, about how life and existing 
together in community, usually creates 
a merging together of certainty and doubt. Think about 
how this leaves us as followers/disciples of Christ as we consider what God 
would have us proclaim as ‘good’ and what he would have us ‘work to change’.  
Prayers of the People 
This world can make us doubt, God. 
When we see the starving child or the homeless man, when we imagine the 
plight of the abused women or the fleeing refugee 
this world can make us doubt, Lord.  
This world can make us tired, Lord. 
When news is 24/7 of plight and pain and poverty, when leaders say and do 
what we’d reprimand our children for, 
when the needs keep on coming and the challenges keep on challenging. 
This world can make us tired, Lord.  
What can this world make us learn, Lord?  
When there are naked to be clothed, imprisoned who should be free, 
when there are thirsty needing water,  
what can this world make us learn, Lord?  
This world can make us love, Lord!  
When the outcast is left isolated, when the infirm are forgotten, 
when the anxious are misunderstood, this world can make us love, Lord.  
Teach us then Father, Son, Spirit. Teach us all to go! 
To preach the Good News. 
To be the Good News.  
With love, with courage, in service. Amen.  
2 Corinthians 13:11-13 



Final Greetings 

11 Finally, brothers and sisters, rejoice! Strive for full restoration, encourage one 
another, be of one mind, live in peace. And the God of love and peace will be 
with you. 

12 Greet one another with a holy kiss. 13 All God’s people here send their 
greetings. 

14 May the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the 
fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 


