
Call to Worship  
Based on Psalm 145.  
We will extol you, O Lord our God and king,  
and bless your name for ever.  
Great is the Lord, and greatly to be praised,  
God greatness is unsearchable.  
We celebrate your mighty deeds,  
and proclaim your abundant goodness.  
For you, O Lord, are gracious and merciful,  
All: slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love.  
Let us worship God, let us praise God 
in heart, soul, mind and strength.  
 
Praise with joy the world's Creator, 
God of justice, love, and peace, 
source and end of human knowledge, 
Force of greatness without cease. 
Celebrate the Maker's glory, 
power to rescue and release. 
Praise to Christ who feeds the hungry, 
frees the captive, finds the lost, 
heals the sick, up-sets religion, 
fearless both of fate and cost. 
Celebrate Christ's constant presence: 
friend and stranger, guest and host. 

Praise the Spirit sent among us, 
liberating truth from pride, 
forging bonds where race or gender, 
age or nation dare divide. 
Celebrate the Spirit's treasure: 
foolishness none dare deride. 

Praise the Maker, Christ, and Spirit, 
one God in community, 
calling Christians to embody 
oneness and diversity. 
Thus the world shall yet believe, when 
Shown Christ’s vibrant unity. 

John L. Bell & Graham Maule 
Tune: Praise my soul the king of heaven 

Prayer of Adoration and Confession  
Holy one, your grace knows no bounds,  
your love for all creation is equal and eternal.  
You say to the sun, moon and stars I love you; 
you say to the oceans, mountains and valleys  
I love you; 
you say to the trees and grasses I love you; 



you say to the wild animals and deep sea beings 
I love you 
and you say to all humanity 
I love you.  
Each part of creation is loved by you no part more or less 
all equally loved.  
We are sorry for those times we treat parts of creation without love.  
We are sorry for those times we treat our neighbours without love.  
Forgive us and give us the desire to love as you love, 
for you love all things equally.  
Hear us now as we pray together, the words you taught us saying… 
 
Amen.  
 
Ecclesiastes 3 begins  
There is a time for everything, and a season for every activity under the heavens: 
 
A collective modern version of Ecclesiastes 3 that my friend Sarah Ross  
Compiled from lines submitted by parishioners and friends. 
I will start with a new line I added yesterday, following the death of Ruth Bader Ginsberg, Supreme 
Court Justice, whose long life was one based on making space and time for everyone, in equal 
measures,  
 
A time to fight for the things that you care about, but do it in a way that will lead others to join you." 
 
A time to want....A time to give. 
A time to binge watch and a time to switch off 
A time to zoom and a time to mute 
A time to stay home and a time to get out and about. 
A time to wind up and a time to refrain from winding up 
A time to bake and a time to diet 
A time to walk the dog and a time to stop and pick up poo. 
A time to do Facebook and a time to get off the loo. 

At time to order pizza and a time to play video games  
A time to read books and a time to Xbox. 
A time to be sarcastic and a time to be serious. 
A time to call dial in to presbytery and a time to open the red wine. 
A time to gather and a time to cease from gathering 
A time to take an item from the supermarket shelf,  

and a time to leave it there 
A time to keep commenting and a time to stop and do something else  
A time for tea and a time for coffee.... 
A time to drink wine and a time to abstain!! 
A time to run and a time to walk 
A time to live and a time to trace and protect 
A time to say yes and a time to say no.  
A time to look, a time for peace, 
A time for forgiveness and a time for healing  
A time to be kind to others and a time to be kind to yourself. 
A time to plant and a time to realise not everything you plant grows 
A time to plan and a time to wait 



A time to run and a time to rest 
A time to take a photograph and a time to just look 
A time to be close and a time to be distant 
A time to be busy and a time to be still 
A time to sing and a time to listen to the songs of creation. 
A time to do and a time to be. 

A time for masks , a time to smile  

A time to play music , and a time to listen  

A time for fortitude, a time for caring  
A time to work and a time to rest. 
A time to be doing and a time to be still. 
A time to pause and a time to pray 
A time to think and a time to act 
A time to care for others and a time to have care given to you. 
A time to love God and a time to enjoy His love 
Take time to take time 
Make time for God’s timing.  
A time to give, and a time to receive 
God has made everything beautiful in its time. 
 
 
 
 
Philippians 1:21-30 

21 For to me, to live is Christ and to die is gain. 22 If I am to go on living in the body, this will mean 
fruitful labor for me. Yet what shall I choose? I do not know! 23 I am torn between the two: I desire to 
depart and be with Christ, which is better by far; 24 but it is more necessary for you that I remain in 
the body. 25 Convinced of this, I know that I will remain, and I will continue with all of you for your 
progress and joy in the faith, 26 so that through my being with you again your boasting in Christ Jesus 
will abound on account of me. 

Life Worthy of the Gospel 

27 Whatever happens, conduct yourselves in a manner worthyof the gospel of Christ. Then, whether I 
come and see you or only hear about you in my absence, I will know that you stand firm in the one 
Spirit,[e] striving together as one for the faith of the gospel 28 without being frightened in any way by 
those who oppose you. This is a sign to them that they will be destroyed, but that you will be 
saved—and that by God. 29 For it has been granted to you on behalf of Christ not only to believe in 
him, but also to suffer for him, 30 since you are going through the same struggle you saw I had, and 
now hear that I still have. 

Matthew 20:1-16  

The Parable of the Workers in the Vineyard 

20 “For the kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went out early in the morning to hire 
workers for his vineyard. 2 He agreed to pay them a denarius[a] for the day and sent them into his 
vineyard. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=philippians+1&version=NIV#fen-NIV-29389e
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew%2020&version=NIV#fen-NIV-23795a


3 “About nine in the morning he went out and saw others standing in the marketplace doing 
nothing. 4 He told them, ‘You also go and work in my vineyard, and I will pay you whatever is 
right.’ 5 So they went. 

“He went out again about noon and about three in the afternoon and did the same thing. 6 About 
five in the afternoon he went out and found still others standing around. He asked them, ‘Why have 
you been standing here all day long doing nothing?’ 

7 “‘Because no one has hired us,’ they answered. 

“He said to them, ‘You also go and work in my vineyard.’ 

8 “When evening came, the owner of the vineyard said to his foreman, ‘Call the workers and pay 
them their wages, beginning with the last ones hired and going on to the first.’ 

9 “The workers who were hired about five in the afternoon came and each received a denarius. 10 So 
when those came who were hired first, they expected to receive more. But each one of them also 
received a denarius. 11 When they received it, they began to grumble against the 
landowner. 12 ‘These who were hired last worked only one hour,’ they said, ‘and you have made 
them equal to us who have borne the burden of the work and the heat of the day.’ 

13 “But he answered one of them, ‘I am not being unfair to you, friend. Didn’t you agree to work for a 
denarius? 14 Take your pay and go. I want to give the one who was hired last the same as I gave 
you. 15 Don’t I have the right to do what I want with my own money? Or are you envious because I 
am generous?’ 

16 “So the last will be first, and the first will be last. 

 

Who works the hardest?  

A top footballer in the English Premier League earning £100k a week  

or a care worker in a Nursing Home struggling to earn the Living Wage?  

Who deserves the most in wages?  

The footballing idol, entertaining millions of people across the world via international broadcast 
deals,  

or the care worker, part of a team looking after 20 people in a wing of a care home?  

The question of worth and value in economic terms, 

 
has exercised society for a long time.  

It is a fact of life that people earn differently and  

that the variations in employment income are vast.  



Let us face facts: it is easy to grumble!  

There are always arguments to make about whether a higher salary than someone else is justifiable.  

This is one of these stories into which it is extremely  

easy to put ourselves in the middle.  

It is also a story that speaks of the reality for many in the world who do work for very low wages;  

and in some places who do queue up to see if there might be any work that day for them,  

and a wage by which they might meet the needs of their family.  

This story can be assessed on what it might say to us about the wage  

and economic systems of our world that leave some much wealthier than others.  

It might also be looked at from the perspective of God’s benevolent Grace,  

available in equal measure to us all, regardless of the workload  

given to the Kingdom in terms of the time, commitment and effort.  

Today we might consider the implications of variations 

 
in employability and wealth generation.  

It is always the case that some fall lucky in life and are chosen first for everything,  

while others always end up at the back of the queue even when they desire to be picked early.  

Just remember the school playground antics of picking teams  

for social football or netball or PE class activity.  

You could predict the order people would be chosen with scary accuracy!  

That undoubtedly left some feeling left out and not as ‘valued’ as others.  

This can stick. It would be interesting to note if these patterns  

follow an individual’s experience through school and beyond  

into the workplace and society in general.  

Let us recognise what it feels like to not be chosen.  

Let us consider what it might feel like for those who struggle  



to make a decent wage or any wage at all.  

It is important for us to consider the fairness of our societies  

and the knock-on effect of low income on things like health, quality of life,  

and prospects for self and family.  

Jesus’ teaching always brings with it a moral, civic and social conscience  

and we need to reflect on these matters as we take ourselves out of comfortable lives  

into the lives of those less comfortable in what is now known as the “new normal.”  

Within the context of this week’s parable, an early listener to the parable  

would have understood that those first hired would be those who look most fit for the work,  

those who were known to the landowner.  

Those who would be left to the end of the day may have been those with a bad reputation  

or those who were physically unable for the work.  

From a different angle, this story is about God who shows no favours or favourites 

when it comes to the giving out of grace.  

His love is not dependent on anything we do.  

God’s mercy is freely given to the first and the last in the queue.  

God loves those who have been present in faith the longest,  

but also outpours that love on those who have only recently been ‘connected-in’.  

We do need to be careful not to content ourselves with some lovely summation  

such as ‘it doesn’t matter if we are rich or poor, a high-flying executive or street child f 

or God loves everyone’.  

That God loves us all equally is good to know;  

but it means the poorest are loved the same as those who more economically and socially fortunate.  

This means the responsibility for the fortunate ones,  

is to give that little bit of extra care to those who need deep care most of all.  



 
Prayers for Others and Ourselves  
Generous God, 
thank you for loving us 
and for eternally being willing to forgive us  
and let us rebuild a relationship with you.  
Lord Jesus, you showed us 
by your life how we can let go of hate and choose to love 
and reconcile with our enemies.  
As we look at our broken world we see so many people 
who have inherited 
centuries of hate and violence and can see no way out 
except through a continuation of hate and violence.  
We thank you for the people 
engaging in the hard work 
of peace and reconciliation 
a work that needs everyone 
to sit at the table and be open to each other.  
We pray for the people 
whose lives have been destroyed 
by hate and violence 
who continue to live in fear and anxiety and see no way to peace and safety.  
We thank you for the people using their gifts to enable people to find safe places to live 
and work to feed their families.  
We pray for the people 
whose lives have been impacted 
in so many different ways 
by the pandemic of Covid-19; 
for the radical changes 
that have forced them to adapt and cope with this new way of living.  
We thank you for the people who have led and advised us through these strange days, for all who 
have worked hard to help us 
find a way forward and who have put aside any differences they may have had  
and chosen to work together with others who can bring the changes we need.  
Lord, may we be willing to make the changes we need and to let go of our fears and mistrust of 
others, 
so that together we can all move forward 
and find a way of peace and reconciliation  
that works for everyone, whoever and wherever they are. Amen.  
 
Praise with joy the world's Creator, 
God of justice, love, and peace, 
source and end of human knowledge, 
Force of greatness without cease. 
Celebrate the Maker's glory, 
power to rescue and release. 
 
Praise to Christ who feeds the hungry, 
frees the captive, finds the lost, 
heals the sick, up-sets religion, 
fearless both of fate and cost. 



Celebrate Christ's constant presence: 
friend and stranger, guest and host. 

Praise the Spirit sent among us, 
liberating truth from pride, 
forging bonds where race or gender, 
age or nation dare divide. 
Celebrate the Spirit's treasure: 
foolishness none dare deride. 

Praise the Maker, Christ, and Spirit, 
one God in community, 
calling Christians to embody 
oneness and diversity. 
Thus the world shall yet believe, when 
Shown Christ’s vibrant unity. 

John L. Bell & Graham Maule 
Tune: Praise my soul the king of heaven 

Blessing and Sung Amen 

 
 
 


