
A Welcoming Community 28th June 2020 

Call to Worship 

Some of us are hurting, some of us are happy.  
Some of us are very young, some of us are getting old.  
Some of us have hearts of gladness, some of us are filled with grief.  
The strong and the weak, the faithful and doubter, the saint and the sinner, 
the lonely and those who’d like some peace and quiet. 
 
All are welcome to this time of worship and fellowship. 

Prayer and Lord’s Prayer  

Welcoming God, we come to you as we often do, 
knowing that you are waiting with open arms,  
ready to welcome us, your family, into your presence, 
wherever we are, however we are feeling, whatever we may be thinking..  
Welcoming Jesus, so often the recipient of hospitality  
and yet willing to sit with anyone, saint and sinner alike, 
we come to you knowing you are prepared to budge up and let us sit with you  
when we feel lonely, or exhausted, fearful or in pain 
as much as when we sense hope and joy, peace and love growing within. 
Welcoming Spirit, so often hidden from sight 
we come to you knowing that the whispers of welcome are all around us, 
As we seek thy kingdom come, 
Knowing we are welcomed and yet knowing that we have not always  
been deserving of that welcome,  
your wide arms of grace, O God, are too much to take in. 
When we come with our heads dipped in shame you gently lift our chins, 
gaze into our eyes, and say: welcome child, so good to see you.  
Lord, may we never take this for granted, try harder to live up to your gracious welcome,  
accept your love and, in turn, offer that same love and grace to all whom we meet, 
that they may know your presence, your welcome, and your peace,  
Lord, gracious Lord, hear our prayers as we say together the words Christ taught us, 
 
Thoughts  
 
Lots of buzz in the media and amongst businesses about what is opening and when – 
Many shops from tomorrow, and I know they need to survive financially 
But I also know I won’t be queueing up! 
The hairdressers open in a few weeks (that got a big cheer!) 
Schools in August who have been planning to be part time,  
may be full time, we watch and wait. 
But what will the new normal look like? 
How have you thoughts changed about what you need, or want,  
and what you could do without? About what you value most? 
As for churches, well some are already open for private prayer, 
And have now been told they could open for funerals under very strict guidelines… 
However, even the report on opening the building and long risk assessment forms, 
And list of cleaning protocols is enough to make you think twice –  



About the responsibility, about the duty of care for those at risk,  
about who would be willing and able to do the cleaning… 
The protocols we have been sent to follow is thorough and helpful. 
Like the government advice, it is being updated almost as soon as it is published, 
To take into account a range of queries, but the one thing which I have been thinking 
About a fair bit these last three months, that I was surprised to find in this document as well, is a 
very different question about who and what we are and what we do. 
 
What is Church? 
There is a section at the start of the document entitle Being Church – A Time for Reflection, 
which will be a first step toward our consideration of when and for what we should open the doors 
for. 
 
There are signs out on main roads and in tv guides, on Zoom, Facebook and Teams - telling the 
world, that while the building may be closed, The Church is still open, and I think that is one of the 
best pieces of good news we have to share.  More people are engaging with church than they have 
for generations… 
There is very little we can’t do now, that we will be able to do when we are back in our buildings, 
including praying, reading Scriptures, serving the community, and sharing fellowship which may not 
be possible for some time when we are physically together, in the same way that we will not be able 
to sing. 
 
As I was thinking about this over the past few days,  
beautiful words of this hymn came to mind. 
 

1 The Church is wherever God's people are praising, 
knowing they're wanted and loved by their Lord. 
The Church is wherever Christ's followers are trying 
to live and to share out the good news of God. 

2 The Church is wherever God's people are loving, 
where all are forgiven and start once again, 
where all are accepted, whatever their background, 
whatever their past and whatever their pain. 

3 The Church is wherever God's people are seeking 
to reach out and touch folk wherever they are -- 
conveying the Gospel, its joy and its comfort, 
to challenge, refresh, and excite and inspire. 

4 The Church is wherever God's people are praising, 
knowing we're wanted and loved by our Lord. 
The Church is where we as Christ's followers are trying 
to live and to share out the good news of God. 

Romans 6:12-23 New International Version (NIV) 

12 Therefore do not let sin reign in your mortal body so that you obey its evil desires. 13 Do not offer 

any part of yourself to sin as an instrument of wickedness, but rather offer yourselves to God as 

those who have been brought from death to life; and offer every part of yourself to him as an 



instrument of righteousness.14 For sin shall no longer be your master, because you are not under the 

law, but under grace. 

Slaves to Righteousness 15 What then? Shall we sin because we are not under the law but under 
grace? By no means! 16 Don’t you know that when you offer yourselves to someone as obedient 
slaves, you are slaves of the one you obey—whether you are slaves to sin, which leads to death, or 
to obedience, which leads to righteousness? 17 But thanks be to God that, though you used to be 
slaves to sin, you have come to obey from your heart the pattern of teaching that has now claimed 
your allegiance.18 You have been set free from sin and have become slaves to righteousness. 

19 I am using an example from everyday life because of your human limitations. Just as you used to 

offer yourselves as slaves to impurity and to ever-increasing wickedness, so now offer yourselves as 

slaves to righteousness leading to holiness. 20 When you were slaves to sin, you were free from the 

control of righteousness. 21 What benefit did you reap at that time from the things you are now 

ashamed of? Those things result in death! 22 But now that you have been set free from sin and have 

become slaves of God, the benefit you reap leads to holiness, and the result is eternal life. 23 For the 

wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in[a] Christ Jesus our Lord. 

Matthew 10:40-42 

40 “Anyone who welcomes you welcomes me, and anyone who welcomes me welcomes the one who 
sent me. 41 Whoever welcomes a prophet as a prophet will receive a prophet’s reward, and whoever 
welcomes a righteous person as a righteous person will receive a righteous person’s reward. 42 And if 
anyone gives even a cup of cold water to one of these little ones who is my disciple, truly I tell you, 
that person will certainly not lose their reward.” 
 
Reflection 
Back to the Question - What is church?    
One of the great principles of many of the mainline faiths is hospitality and welcome.  
It is often one of the first things a congregation puts at the top of their list in describing themselves, 
indeed it comes before describing what they believe in many instances. Many faith communities 
describe themselves as friendly and welcoming yet there is much research that suggests we tend to 
be welcoming towards those who know us and that welcome revolves around our own cliques.  
In Jesus’ day, the ethic of welcome was simply part of the culture of thousands of years. But because 
of that, it had evolved into a much greater ethic than a simple handshake, or invitation to come to 
coffee following the service.  
Because it was so deeply ingrained it was far less about simply welcoming a person as a lone 
individual. The hospitality of welcome had grown into accepting and welcoming and honouring 
everything that individual stood for along with those who were allied to them, family, community. It 
was a network you welcomed: all the faces behind the face of the one standing before you.  
So when Jesus says the words, “Whoever welcomes you, welcomes me” it is the general taken-for-
granted idea that if someone welcomes a disciple then that person welcomes all those allied to that 
disciple, namely Jesus.  
It is a way of seeing the world where everyone is connected, aware of our neighbour and our 
neighbour’s networks. 
We are very keen on networks in our society today—it is how social media works— 
It’s how we’ve looked after each other during lockdown,  
yet we can be a very individualistic society, which is I believe what has gotten  
America into such a state with Covid numbers.  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans%206:12-23&version=NIV#fen-NIV-28092a


People will not follow recommendations or even regulations because they impact on their 
constitutional rights, and many of these people call themselves Christian. 
What is interesting in our gospel reading today Jesus being quite specific about the company he 
keeps and thus the people that are welcomed  
whenever you welcome a disciple.  
Part of the idea of welcome is to honour those we are associated with you.  
You respect them, give them space, honour their character and goals.  
Thus in welcoming “these little ones” be they children, or refugees, the hungry or the sick, 
Anyone thought of as the least in society, you are placing yourself beside them,  
respecting and honouring them.  
So in some way this is quite a political thing: if you wish to welcome Jesus,  
you welcome also the least, the lost, the forgotten, all those he kept company with.  
And Jesus did not keep good company!  
We know that to be true given the reaction from all the authority figures  
and the scandal he built up around himself.  
He is using the deep cultural sense of what welcome means to shift everyone  
closer to each other, and include those who are normally excluded.  
Therefore, if we welcome Jesus, we welcome the least.  
Thus let us reflect in our own faith communities how that works for each of us who believe we are a 
welcoming church. When we speak of “welcoming Jesus into our lives” is there room for those we 
are prejudiced towards, those we are awkward with, those we fear?  
This is not a simple ‘faith’ statement about some personal belief. It is a kingdom statement that 
affirms we are living in a particular way in the world that goes beyond the comfortable circles we 
easily welcome, and finds us in the places the world fears to go, where our own culture puts up 
barriers and where we will find ourselves receiving the response Jesus received from those that 
controlled that culture.  
So from this passage of just a couple of verses, comes a whole ethic and invitation of the kingdom, 
our call, intent, faith and our response to it. Those who welcome me, welcome the least, and those 
who welcome the least, have already welcomed me.  

Prayers of the People  

God of welcome, we thank you that you are always ready,  
waiting to welcome us, always waiting to spend time with us 
and hear what we want to bring to you in prayer.  
This prayer could be an endless list and there will be situations missed  
and people escaping our attention, but we know that you are able to see  
beyond our limited memories and hold all that pains creation with us and for us.  
We are so consumed by the effects of a virus that many situations have gone unnoticed.  
We pray now for those in our world who feel forgotten:  
for refugees in camps not only worried about when their lives  
might take a better turn but now also fearful of this invisible danger;  
we for places of conflict where, with attention elsewhere,  
dangers are increased and tensions raised,  
and where deaths continue unheeded.  
We pray for men, women and children behind closed doors living  
with danger and torment at the hands of people who profess to love them;  
We pray for people living with life-limiting conditions,  
some relying on reduced levels of care,  
fearful of catching this virus as they fear their treatment will be limited;  
We pray for all of healthcare staff, for those on the front line  



for those in the background within care-giving services,  
the cleaners and janitorial staff, the administrators and managers,–  
all doing what is needed to ensure hospitals and care homes  
run smoothly and safely;  
we pray for the government and the emergency and social services,  
for all those with responsibility for schools and churches and other establishments,  
all burdened with seeking to do what is safe, and what is right,  
amid immense pressure from many different directions, 
So many places, so many concerns, Lord; 
thank you that we can bring them to you. Amen.  
 
May the Lord bless you and keep you, the Lord make his face to shine upon you, 
And be gracious unto you, the Lord lift up his countenance upon you, and give you peace. 
AMEN 


