
Call to Worship 

May we gather in the presence of the Living God,  
with visions of hillside vineyard, resplendent with luscious vines.  
Under the watchtower grew a harvest,  
yet the abundance of grapes were overcome by the wild.  
Your plans for your people,  
rejected by their own devious ways and selfish demands.  
May we heed their error,  
and in respect and faith come to worship you, Lord God.  
May we give thanks for the gifts of your provision in our parish, 
This Harvest season, and our gratitude for those who have ploughed, 
And sown, and reaped it for our benefit,  
Even as we give thanks for your creative power at work in us and around us, and pray that we would 
not take for granted the rich bounty  
Of goodness you have provided. 
 
God you call us to tend your land to till your garden  
and to feed your people.  
But often we confuse dominion with domination,  
service with subjugation.  
In our bewilderment we substitute  
your loving intent with our selfish will,  
your persistence presence with our power.  
May the example of your self-emptying Son  
awaken us to the great reversal of grace  
that sets us all free to tend your land 
and love all your people, 
as we seek to follow the way of Jesus Christ, 
your Son our Lord who taught us to pray together, 
Lord’s Prayer 
 

Philippians 3:4b-14  

If someone else thinks they have reasons to put confidence in the flesh, I have 
more: 5 circumcised on the eighth day, of the people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew of 
Hebrews; in regard to the law, a Pharisee; 6 as for zeal, persecuting the church; as for righteousness 
based on the law, faultless. 

7 But whatever were gains to me I now consider loss for the sake of Christ. 8 What is more, I consider 
everything a loss because of the surpassing worth of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, for whose sake I 
have lost all things. I consider them garbage, that I may gain Christ 9 and be found in him, not having 
a righteousness of my own that comes from the law, but that which is through faith in[a] Christ—the 
righteousness that comes from God on the basis of faith. 10 I want to know Christ—yes, to know the 
power of his resurrection and participation in his sufferings, becoming like him in his death, 11 and 
so, somehow, attaining to the resurrection from the dead. 

12 Not that I have already obtained all this, or have already arrived at my goal, but I press on to take 
hold of that for which Christ Jesus took hold of me. 13 Brothers and sisters, I do not consider myself 
yet to have taken hold of it. But one thing I do: Forgetting what is behind and straining toward what 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Philippians%203&version=NIV#fen-NIV-29431a


is ahead,14 I press on toward the goal to win the prize for which God has called me heavenward in 
Christ Jesus. 

Reflection on two things  

Preaching Conference 
Sermon understanding The Pandemic is a Portal - Financial Times 3 April 2020 
The Moderator’s Sermons 
Based on Isaiah 43 Hold your nerve and Carry On  

Hymn Do not be afraid 

Matthew 21:33-46  

The Parable of the Tenants 

33 “Listen to another parable: There was a landowner who planted a vineyard. He put a wall around 
it, dug a winepress in it and built a watchtower. Then he rented the vineyard to some farmers and 
moved to another place. 34 When the harvest time approached, he sent his servants to the tenants 
to collect his fruit. 

35 “The tenants seized his servants; they beat one, killed another, and stoned a third. 36 Then he sent 
other servants to them, more than the first time, and the tenants treated them the same way. 37 Last 
of all, he sent his son to them. ‘They will respect my son,’ he said. 

38 “But when the tenants saw the son, they said to each other, ‘This is the heir. Come, let’s kill 
him and take his inheritance.’39 So they took him and threw him out of the vineyard and killed him. 

40 “Therefore, when the owner of the vineyard comes, what will he do to those tenants?” 

41 “He will bring those wretches to a wretched end,” they replied, “and he will rent the vineyard to 
other tenants, who will give him his share of the crop at harvest time.” 

42 Jesus said to them, “Have you never read in the Scriptures: 

“‘The stone the builders rejected 
    has become the cornerstone; 
the Lord has done this, 
    and it is marvelous in our eyes’[h]? 
43 “Therefore I tell you that the kingdom of God will be taken away from you and given to a people 
who will produce its fruit.44 Anyone who falls on this stone will be broken to pieces; anyone on 
whom it falls will be crushed.”[i] 

45 When the chief priests and the Pharisees heard Jesus’ parables, they knew he was talking about 
them. 46 They looked for a way to arrest him, but they were afraid of the crowd because the people 
held that he was a prophet. 

The Tenant’s Lament  

It was a beautiful vineyard and an honour to be trusted with it.  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew%2021&version=NIV#fen-NIV-23869h
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We were given everything we needed for good guardianship: 
a secure boundary fence; a well-constructed wine press 
and even a watchtower. 
It was all put in our hands.  
The Landlord leased it to us and went off elsewhere.  
We got to work, planting and tending the vines.  
Patient, careful work. 
We were a great team, all pulling our weight.  
Satisfying labour. 
Healthy, leafy vines promising a fine harvest.  
We kept everything in good order and our efforts paid off. 
So much fruit! 
The branches were hanging with it. 
As the first fruits reached their ripest, we began to pick, 
and got the wine press into action, 
looking forward to the wonderful end product.  
Then the slaves showed up, as they should at harvest time. 
Sent by our Landlord. Three of them.  
From the moment of their arrival, all our lives changed forever. 
We brought it on ourselves. 
We behaved as if we owned the place.  
We treated them like intruders.  
Tenants turned murderers.  
A beating, a stabbing and a stoning, 
and they were gone and our hands were stained.  
And nothing happened for a week.  
When the second group came— 
five of them—we set on them with even less mercy.  
The reddened earth cried out our guilt but we did not listen.  
The third week of harvest, the Landlord’s son came. 
His heir. The next rightful owner of the land we leased.  
If he was gone, it would be ours.  
Why did we convince ourselves of that vile logic?  
The son, too, died at our hands.  
Another week passed and the vineyard in all its beauty 
stayed fruitful and the wine was close to perfection.  
We could not drink it. 
The shame of our crimes was all that flowed.  
The Landlord came himself, finally. 
He threw us out and gave his vineyard to new tenants.  
They are doing well. 
They are remembering to whom the land belongs.  
Much of what was said last week holds true here too. 
The story reveals the failure of the tenants to honour the authority  
they had been granted by the landowner, God.  
In usurping that authority for their own ends,  
they have given up any claim to have authority by God’s grace.  
 
A powerful retelling of the parable of the tenants for our time. 
Much of what was said last week holds true here too. 
The story reveals the failure of the tenants to honour the authority they had been granted by the 



landowner, God. In usurping that authority for their own ends, they have given up any claim to have 
authority by God’s grace. The question to ask ourselves this week, however, is 
Who is the recipient of Jesus’ teaching today?  
 
Like many stories in the news today,  
It is easy for us to read an ancient story such as this as  
mere observers, looking in from outside the vineyard. 
If we are honest with ourselves, are we not more likely 
to be lumped in with the chief priests and elders of the people?  
It occurred to me yesterday as I listened  
to 10 hours of General Assembly debate, 
We are in fact in the midst of a perfect storm,  
Facing the urgent threat of climate change, at the height of a pandemic, 
On the brink of Brexit and the wider political turmoil of our world, 
In a time of extreme uncertainty for the church and many other charities and businesses, at the 
heart of our society. 
And yet when we took a “circulation break”  
to stretch our legs and get a cuppa, 
I was comforted by a quick walk outside in the rain  
when I was reminded of the saying, 
That life is not about waiting for the storm to pass  
but learning to walk in the rain. 
We have no idea how long this pandemic will restrict our movements, 
But we cannot just stand by and watch things happen which will affect so many facets of our lives, 
For decades to come.   
We’ve no idea what the next weeks and months will bring to our socio-economic and political 
system, but we can do our part. 
The evidence of climate change is all around us,  
And while the impact may not be fully realised for decades, 
We have a duty to do our bit now for future generations. 
We must rise to the occasion, listen to the cries of our neighbours, 
and speak truth to power.  And recognise, that change is necessary. 
The most thought-provoking report yesterday,  
both because of what was said and what wasn’t said  
and the most incredible speech yesterday reminded us as people of faith  
of the impact we have and had in our world. 
How we treat others, how we treat our planet,  
What we do, what we don’t do matters. 
It reminded me of the common phrase in a prayer of confession, 
About sins of omission and commission. 
It all matters to God, and it should matter to us. 
Consider how the Western developed world  
has taken advantage of the resources of this planet,  
this global vineyard, for its own ends creating wealth beyond belief  
often at the expense of poorer, less powerful nations and people.  
When we consider our own actions, how much of the time do we make decisions that we can,  hand 
on heart, say are based more on God’s kingdom values than on selfish desires and wishes?  
And when we make the direct connection to the church today,  
the tenants of God’s vineyard,  
how do the actions of our churches, nationally or locally,  
reflect the values of the kingdom of God?  



Using the General Assembly as a case in point,  
How much does our internal wrangling over who has authority  
distract us from living out the gospel?  
This parable is not one locked in time  
and in the particular issues of the chief priests,  
elders and Pharisees and their dishonouring of God.  
It is one that reveals a constant threat to the values  
of God’s kingdom and the life and ministry of Jesus:  
the seizing of what is not yours for your own ends.  
It is there, in our past, in the present, and will be in the future, 
Lest we seek justice, love kindness and walk humbly with our God. 
We must not live in fear, as people of faith, we must speak up, 
For justice.  At our last Dunbar Churches Together meeting, 
We decided to write a letter to our representatives at this, 
The beginning of Challenge Poverty week. 
What other behaviours should we be challenging? 
Jesus draws on Psalm 118 (vv. 22-23) to emphasise the point  
that while Jesus has come to reveal truth to the world,  
his teaching is rejected, the stone rejected,  
and yet it will become the cornerstone of a new community  
rooted in the purpose of God.  
How we still long for that reality amidst our messy  
and failed attempts to live up to that aspiration.  
May we go and play our part – in these uncertain times, 
To treat all of God’s children fairly,  
To provide a safe place for future generations to live, 
To care for the world around us. 
 
We Plough the  
 

If all our accomplishments, all our acumen, 
all our wisdom, our work, our will were to be stripped away 
we still belong to you, O God.  

Therefore we press onwards towards the goal. 
Not to earn your gracebut to share your love.  

So we pray for the twisting of our priorities,   

for the confusion of our belonging, for the marring of your image. 
We are your children, we are your tenants, we are made in your image. May we live up to that 
reality, in our actions and thoughts.  

We pray that those in power might seek service over celebrity and work to uplift the poor rather 
than their popularity.  

We pray that those without power might find strength in you 
and partners in us even when we feel powerless.  



We pray that all of us might find ways to work for your justice, your kindness and your mercy to 
prevail over the fear, the greed and the power of our world. 

We pray for the courage and strength to press onward. 
We pray for humility and compassion to transcend the past 
and press forward to what lies ahead.  

We give thanks for the bounty of your harvest, and your love, and for the challenge you have given 
us to provide for the lost and the least, now and into the future. 

For you are our beginning, you are our present, 
you are our destination. Amen.  

 
Blessing  
 


