
Leader: “The student is not above the teacher,  
nor a servant above his master.”  
All: We are here to learn of Christ’s ways.  
Leader: “Are not two sparrows sold for a penny? Yet not one of them will fall to the ground 
outside your Father’s care.”  
All: We are here in gratitude for all God’s care.  
Leader: “Whoever finds their life will lose it, 
and whoever loses their life for my sake will find it.”  
All: We are here to find ourselves by losing ourselves in worship.  
 
Prayer  

Rabbi Jesus, 
teacher of life’s lessons to we who are but life’s students, gather us to sit at your feet and 
learn from you today.  
You are the one who holds the words of eternal life, the one who feeds and heals, 
forgives and loves, 
even when we do and say unlovable things.  
We come to worship you 
with our songs and words and prayers. 
May what we offer you be uplifting to you  
who observes our acts of worship and service 
and uplifting to us 
as we seek your grace and mercy and peace.  
When we are tempted to think we know more than we do, have mercy upon us. 
When we are tempted to live in anxiety and fear, 
remind us to not be afraid.  
When our daily needs and wants cause us to worry,  
teach us about ‘ornitheology’, 
that we might learn from the sparrows. 
The world of nature, of which we are part of course, 
 has so much to teach us.  
Open our eyes to the wonder of your world.  
With eyes closed in prayer, 
open our imaginations also 
to the mystery of the spiritual realm  
that there, guided by your Spirit,  
we may learn to see as you see.  
So we offer ourselves anew today  
with open hearts and open minds,  
receptive to all you can reveal to us.  
We pray that our time together  
will be a time of growth and inspiration;  
a time of blessing and finding, 
as we remember all the good gifts you have given us, 
and seek to follow the example of Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who taught us to pray together… 
 



ALL THINGS CONSIDERED 
 
Daily programme interviewing different experts on the issues of the day… 
I have been thinking a lot this week about having another trip around the sun, what the last one was 
like, what the next one might bring that is different. I’ve also spent time noticing the birds singing, 
the flowers I was given opening in the vase on the table and the clouds moving, and indeed the grass 
growing as fast as the boys hair, the muttering of frustrations getting louder even as the words of 
gratitude echo around. 
For you see, this week between my birthday and our anniversary, and in normal times the lead up to 
all of the end of term activities at school, gala day has always been a time to look back and look 
ahead, it used to be when Greg and I would have a holiday before the schools let out, now its one of 
the busiest weeks of the year, but this year its been a bit quieter, and the longest day has brought 
this all to a sort of climax. 
The joys and frustrations of family life and home schooling 
A full week of announcements and meetings about finding new ways to face the future in the Church 
and the community 
Fun afternoon in the foodbank with one of our locals who never fails to state the obvious, but also 
would do anything to help those who need it most. 
First proper drive for weeks to collect a few essential items in Dunbar and drop off a few pick me ups 
to close friends who have been through really tough times recently accompanied by insights from 
the eldest child about how much we have to be thankful for around here and how she would never 
take it for granted, how lockdown has changed her.  
Then home to go and look in on local lads who volunteered to step in to get grass under control 
around the church, out of respect for the dead and pride in their community. 
Weekend reflecting on the first half of the year and how many paradoxes have become more 
apparent between the earth and its inhabitants, the virus and its impact on our society and our 
perspective, the impact on daily life for so many suffering major mental health issues, the intricacies 
of relationships within families and the complexities between different groups of people… 
 
 
A whole passage of memory verses – listen for which one stands out to you 
24 “The student is not above the teacher, nor a servant above his master. 25 It is enough for students 
to be like their teachers, and servants like their masters. If the head of the house has been called 
Beelzebul, how much more the members of his household! 
26 “So do not be afraid of them, for there is nothing concealed that will not be disclosed, or hidden 
that will not be made known. 27 What I tell you in the dark, speak in the daylight; what is whispered 
in your ear, proclaim from the roofs. 28 Do not be afraid of those who kill the body but cannot kill the 
soul. Rather, be afraid of the One who can destroy both soul and body in hell. 29 Are not two 
sparrows sold for a penny? Yet not one of them will fall to the ground outside your Father’s 
care.[b] 30 And even the very hairs of your head are all numbered. 31 So don’t be afraid; you are worth 
more than many sparrows. 
32 “Whoever acknowledges me before others, I will also acknowledge before my Father in 
heaven. 33 But whoever disowns me before others, I will disown before my Father in heaven. 
34 “Do not suppose that I have come to bring peace to the earth. I did not come to bring peace, but a 
sword. 35 For I have come to turn 
“‘a man against his father, 
    a daughter against her mother, 
a daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law— 
36     a man’s enemies will be the members of his own household.’[c] 
37 “Anyone who loves their father or mother more than me is not worthy of me; anyone who loves 
their son or daughter more than me is not worthy of me.38 Whoever does not take up their cross and 
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follow me is not worthy of me.39 Whoever finds their life will lose it, and whoever loses their life for 
my sake will find it. 
40 “Anyone who welcomes you welcomes me, and anyone who welcomes me welcomes the one who 
sent me. 41 Whoever welcomes a prophet as a prophet will receive a prophet’s reward, and whoever 
welcomes a righteous person as a righteous person will receive a righteous person’s reward. 42 And if 
anyone gives even a cup of cold water to one of these little ones who is my disciple, truly I tell you, 
that person will certainly not lose their reward.” 
 
 
everyone has value  
Developing Ethics  
O Happy Day! Another paradox for us to unpack.  
A passage that seems full of cost and choice and  
either it is of great cost or impossible choice.  
Such passages have been used and abused by folk 
 to gain control over others.  
You can hear these texts on the lips of leaders  
using guilt and fear to persuade folk to do things  
for them rather than a leadership that models love in action.  
Yet Jesus speaks of coming not with peace  
but with a sword.  
So many debates have raged over the gospel being used  
to justify violence; the Gospel has hard choices 
 
and we have to make them at times. 
However, this is not necessarily what is being said.  
The verb used means ‘cast as sword’ as in casting seed.  
Jesus speaks of casting out demons  
or casting workers into the harvest field.  
So the sense is that of a sword divides rather than a weapon.  
Jesus is suggesting his words can divide people,  
cast one from another.  
This then reflects on what happens within households. 
 
It has to be recognised, however, 
 that all the difficult household relationships  
mentioned in this passage with one person against another  
are to be taken as extreme examples.  
They are unusual situations.  
The norm would be for the household to be together,  
a clear tradition in the New Testament and Old:  
households remain together.  
There are examples of this in the stories of Abraham and Isaac  
or Ruth and Naomi.  
There are also examples of when that is not  
the case such as Saul and Jonathon,  
but the point of these stories is that they are extreme.  
So the examples here are peculiar and unusual.  



These are not everyday occurrences and should not be  
expected to be everyday occurrences.  
Matthew may be exploring through his gospel a situation  
that is a reality for his small and new community:  
families who are facing the choice between following  
this new version of the faith called Christianity,  
or keeping to the longer and older traditions of Judaism.  
Yet how relevant these phrases still feel in the church today.  
How many folk feel themselves in the same situation because  
of race, lifestyle, culture, age, gender, all causing division?  
Some might suggest, this is less within households  
but within the church itself.  
How does it feel to be on the margins of the church  
and being placed there by the church itself?  
There is almost a procedural approach to conflict  
in this passage. Christianity is new at this time.  
It is developing its own rules and ethics here.  
It can feel quite prescriptive as there is no great body of  
wisdom to draw on unlike the much older tradition of Judaism  
using deep and multilayered stories to explore such situations.  
The stories of Ruth and Naomi, David and Jonathon,  
Esau and Jacob and others create a richer and deeper ethic  
than the cold hard facts of Matthew.  
There is more grace and redemption  
found in using stories to shape our reality,  
more space to grow in wisdom and hope,  
yet our faith communities today,  
perhaps once more feeling fragile,  
often let the sword against peace ethic dominate.  
As we consider the way ahead, and the safest ways of  
 
Gathering together again, may we reflect on the stories  
which have shaped our experience of lockdown, 
not just the restrictions put upon us,  
but the generosity of neighbours, 
not just the feeling of being trapped in the same four walls, 
but the sacrifice of those who have been working hard to keep  
us safe and fed and cared for, 
not just the frustrations of not being able to see loved ones, 
but the knowledge that this separation means  
we can all be together soon, 
not just the nuisance of wearing a mask, 
but the well-being of the vulnerable people that helps to protect. 
There are any number of stories each one of us could tell, 
 
Of the cost and the reward, the grace and the sacrifice, 
The compassion and the disregard,  



the wisdom and the foolishness,  
the hope and the despair we have known or witnessed, 
and now is the time to bring all of these to bear  
as we reflect on what has been and consider what we wish to  
carry forward from that, as look forward to what will come. 
 
Lord, 
as we want for very little materially in our western world, others are in great need 
worldwide. 
Though the sparrow may not fall without your knowledge, many of our brothers and sisters 
fall unnoticed 
through all too many ordinary, everyday needs. 
We take our daily needs for granted, 
yet lack of food or lack of water 
brings too many to their untimely end. 
We take our homes for granted, 
yet lack of home or lack of security 
brings death by the thousand.  
Oh Lord, how long must it be so that good people, children, parents, grandparents, 
must tolerate and endure such an unfair world. 
How long will it go on that billions go without the basics, whilst billionaires increase their 
wealth year on year.  
Hear our cries, oh Lord, for justice. 
Hear our cries, oh Lord, for fairness. 
Hear our cries, oh Lord, for the forgotten people of our modern world, 
your children, members of our human family.  
And amongst us too, God, there is pain and plight. 
We think of our community where food banks are in use, or where homes are threatened by 
financial constraint. We think of the strain upon our health services, 
or those who feel isolated and alone. 
We think of those who have lost loved ones to death, and feel lost in their grief now 
themselves.  
For your Church, world and people we pray. In your mercy, Lord, hear our prayer.  
Silence  
Yes, Lord, we are taught that all are worthy in your sight. May it be that all will be worthy 
in the sight of the powerful 
and in our sight too.  
Amen.  
 
Blessing  
Consider the Lilies 
 
 
 
 


