
Call to Worship  

Back then there was the twelve. Here and now there is us.  
We are your disciples today and today we gather to worship you.  
Back then they followed you in the flesh. Today we follow in your Spirit.  
We are your disciples and today we gather to follow you.  
Back then there were but a few.  
Today we, numbering billions, are part of a worldwide Church.  
We are your disciples today and today we gather to serve you.  

Prayer of Adoration and Confession  

Discipling God, 
we are made in your image and called to follow your Son, Jesus, the risen Christ. We are to 
be like him in every way, even unto death. Lord, this is scary stuff, help us.  

Along with our brothers and sisters around the world, we gather to offer this time of 
worship, to acknowledge your love for us, revealed in Jesus.  

In these strange days, our gatherings are very different, 
apart and yet united by our love for you.  

Even today the harvest is large, many people seeking to find you amid this global pandemic 
and the fears and anxieties it holds for each one of us.  

We are discovering new ways to engage with people and we are grateful for the wonder of 
technology that allows us to reach out to people in our communities and beyond.  

Forgive us, Lord, when we fail you, 
when we choose our own way instead of yours.  

Forgive us, Lord, for our frailties, 
help us move forward determined to be more like the people you created us to be, using 
our gifts and talents 
for the work of your kingdom, here and now.  

Lord Jesus, you have shown us the way to live, 
the way to behave, help us to want to be more like you.  

In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.  

  



Address – An old Sunday School Song 

I just wanna be a sheep 
I pray the Lord my soul to keep 
I just wanna be a sheep 
Baa, baa, baa, baa 
 
Don't wanna be a goat, nope 
Haven't got any hope, nope 
Don't wanna be a goat, nope 
 
Don't wanna be a hypocrite 
They're not hip to it 
Don’t want to be a hypocrite 
 
Don't wanna be a Pharisee 
They're not fair you see 
Don't wanna be a Pharisee 
 
Don't wanna be a Sadducee 
'Cause they're so sad you see 
Don't wanna be a Sadducee 
 
Just wanna be a child of God 
Walkin' the same path He trod 
Just wanna be a child of God 

 

Sometimes... often... 
we need one more sign; 
one more word of reassurance, 
one more affirmation, 
one more marker by which to gauge the evidence of God at work.  

It’s not so much 
that we are unconvinced by the evidence all around.  

It’s not that we doubt the presence and the leading of God.  

But we question our own preparedness, our own competence, 
our own suitability for the task that lies ahead.  

We know that God is faithful. The question is: are we? 
Are we up to the task of stepping into the unknown;  ill-equipped, under-resourced, 
inexperienced?  



And if, by some amazing quirk others should journey with us, can we keep our nerve, 
remain resolute along the way?  

Are we able to keep on discerning and to follow the prompts revealed?  

Are we able to bear the burden of those who will grumble 
when we cannot chart the territory or the fear of those who see no need to change 
direction, or the scorn of those for whom 
the old ways are working just fine?  

Do we have the resilience it will take to weather the saboteurs, 
not least the doubts and fears within us that whisper that we’re not fit for the journey?  

May the God of infinite wisdom and patience give us one more sign against all the odds that 
we are called to this journey now in faith, in hope and in love.  

We are called to step outwith the God of mission 
who maps out a new path and calls us to journey alongside,  

and who grounds and resources us from the depths  

showing us in ancient stories the way to God’s promised future  

one step, one sign at a time.  

The Lord Jesus, 
calls us to follow 
in His footsteps, 
to live a life of love; 
by serving our neighbours, 
by being kind, 
by being generous, 
by welcoming people, 
by forgiving those who hurt us.  

He did this when He lived on the earth,  

And has shown us 
by His example and 
now asks us 
to do the same. 
It is hard, 
but let us promise to try.  

Help us Lord Jesus to be more like you.  

Psalm 116:1-2,12-19  



Matthew 9:35-10:8(9-23)  

Prayer 

Sermon 

In every age, in every community we find,  
if we look well enough,  
a division amongst the leadership or members  
of that community about the priorities of their work  
or the key tenets of their belief  
or the level of power wielded by their leaders.  
Some authoritarian regimes may disguise that division  
under a blanket of patriotic propaganda,  
but if the surface is scratched those divisions  
will undoubtedly appear, as they have done in recent weeks 
with protests against racial injustice.  
We see that kind of scratching below the surface  
Going on here in Matthew’s gospel in the transition  
From one section of the book to another:  
from a section recording the miraculous work of Jesus  
to one in which he is commissioning his closest followers  
to go and do likewise.  
The undercurrent is one of resistance  
Between the Pharisees – who were not “fair, you see” 
(whom Matthew picks out in particular as representatives 
of the conservatism of a culture that could not cope  
with Jesus’ alternative way of doing things)  
and Jesus’ alternative group of activists.  
The preceding two chapters have set up this alternative way,  
and the inherent challenge it brought to the establishment.  
Their leadership is reprimanded  
as Jesus laments with compassion the plight of the crowds  
who have no shepherd to lead them,  
leaving them harassed and helpless.  
This is rural metaphor at work and any farmer of livestock  
will know that sense of anguish when they realise  
the animals under their protection have been left vulnerable:  
a gate left open, a predator run amok,  
a contagious disease running rampant through the flock.  
At some point or another this year, much of the world  
has been in lockdown as a result of the spread of  
COVID-19. 
Where unchecked by stringent hygiene, protective measures,  
testing and contact tracing,  
the disease can rapidly spread through communities.  
The responses to this disease have also caused division  



between those who want to try to overcome the disease  
as quickly as possible and those who want to avail  
themselves of their liberties, without much thought for how 
their actions will affect the lives of the more vulnerable, 
or those working in health and caring sectors, in particular.  
Many of the people working in those professions are  
putting their lives on the line in order to carry out their calling.  
They are paying a heavy cost in terms of the risks  
to their own health and that of their families.  
And this is going on amongst a robust debate  
about the establishment’s resourcing of health services  
and whether they are doing all they can to protect staff  
on the front line.  
Perhaps this modern context helps to frame the sense  
amongst the community to which Matthew was writing 
and gives focus to the sense of anguish and worry,  
the costliness of serving a community through bringing  
healing and wholeness that the disciples  
and their later followers experienced.  
Doing the right thing can cause division and  
be extremely costly.  
It can reveal the lack of compassion of some in comparison  
to the overwhelming compassion of others.  
Whereas the first block of Jesus’ teaching in Matthew, 
the Sermon on the Mount, was directed at a wider group,  
this teaching is only directed at the twelve disciples.  
This is more focused teaching about what discipleship means,  
about the cost of following Jesus’ way,  
and the likely challenges that it may rouse from other people.  
Here Jesus is giving a model to the church.  
We note that the disciples do not go out alone.  
They go out as a mutually supportive group bound  
by the bonds of their shared ministry to go and do as Jesus did.   
What seriousness do we give to the instruction of Jesus  
to travel lightly and expect no reward?  
What if our compassionate actions stir division?  
What does it mean to be disciples of Jesus Christ  
in these uncertain and chaotic times? 
Matthew’s Gospel is a particular community’s reflections,  
over two generations, into how belief, faith and discipleship  
can be expressed and lived out  
within the circumstances of their time.  
In the light of what it means to be a Christian  
In the troubled places of the world today,  
Where Christians are persecuted,  
and protesting and praying in vast numbers,  
and what it meant to be a Christian  



in Matthew’s community of old,  
consider the challenge and opportunity  
we know and how we can be the workers 
Jesus spoke of in our society and world today.  
Bringing hope in a time of sadness, 
And working for fairness and justice for all God’s children. 

 

Prayer 

God of compassion, 
in a world in which we sometimes struggle to understand what it might mean today to have 
a plentiful harvest, 
but know all too well what it means to have few labourers, 
we bring our prayers for other people 
and our prayers for ourselves as a community of faith, 
endeavouring to live out our commitment as your disciples.  

We pray for all those who feel 
the weight of oppression and persecution 
in their lives individually and as a community; may they know a sense of belonging and may 
we speak up 
to confront injustice wherever and however we find it.  

We pray for all those who are grieving 
a loss of someone special to them, and who sense so viscerally 
the division and isolation that loss can bring; may they know your comforting presence and 
may we open our hearts  
in whatever way we can to be a supportive friend.  

We pray for all those who worry and know the struggle that the next months and years will 
be for them, 
with less income and greater costs, 
with job insecurity and fewer opportunities; may they know your steadfast companionship 
and may we be generous 
in our solidarity.  

We pray for all those whose labour 
is not recognised or appreciated, 
and those who feel they have been excluded from the riches and opportunities that have 
blessed others; 
may they demand recognition and may we stand with all those 
whom others seek to make scapegoats.  

We pray for all those in positions of leadership with difficult decisions to make and 
responsibilities to heed; 



may they be guided by a spirit of duty to all, and with a clarity of thought that will help them 
navigate competing demands,  

Help them to make decisions that are fair and just, offering the best way forward for the 
many rather than the few, 
and may we be supportive and questioning, generous and honest, engaged and 
understanding of their dilemmas, willing to do our part to care for all of your children in 
these challenging times.  

Hear our prayers, Lord God, offered in your name. Amen.  

Closing Words from Romans 5: 1-8 

Peace and Hope 

Therefore, since we have been justified through faith, we[a] have peace with God through 

our Lord Jesus Christ, 2 through whom we have gained access by faith into this grace in 

which we now stand. And we[b] boast in the hope of the glory of God. 3 Not only so, but 

we[c] also glory in our sufferings, because we know that suffering produces 

perseverance; 4 perseverance, character; and character, hope.5 And hope does not put us to 

shame, because God’s love has been poured out into our hearts through the Holy 

Spirit, who has been given to us. 

6 You see, at just the right time, when we were still powerless, Christ died for the 

ungodly. 7 Very rarely will anyone die for a righteous person, though for a good person 

someone might possibly dare to die. 8 But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: 

While we were still sinners, Christ died for us. 

Share the Grace Together 

 

 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans+5%3A1-8&version=NIV#fen-NIV-28049a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans+5%3A1-8&version=NIV#fen-NIV-28050b
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans+5%3A1-8&version=NIV#fen-NIV-28051c

