
Call to Worship  

Our souls wait in silence; our hope rests in God 
our rock, our salvation, our refuge. 
We will not be shaken. 
It is time to become focussed, 
not on our wants or complaints but on God: 
In this time of worship, we pour out our hearts 
because we trust in God’s steadfast love. 
 
Jesus came into Galilee, preaching the good news of God, 
saying the time has come, the realm of God is at hand. 
The realm of God is not very far from any one of us, 
for in God we live and, move and have our being. 
Jesus said: repent and believe the good news. 
The time has come. 
In the silent places of my soul we turn to God, 
for God alone is our rock and salvation.  

Hymn : Morning has broken 

None of us could have imagined a year ago, that we would still be bearing the burdens of a virus that 
was scarcely heard of this time last year, but the one thing that may have worried some of us more 
was the way in which the world seemed to be going on the eve of Brexit, in the throws of a 
presidential campaign, with many other unknowns yet to be discovered. But on Wednesday past, 
during the inauguration ceremony, I began to feel a new hope, a visceral release of some of the 
anxieties which have been weighing heavily on my soul, and these were put into some of the most 
eloquent words ever by a young poet named Amanda Gorman, whom most had never heard of until 
this week. I would like to share with you another poem she wrote last April, which gives me new 
hope that while tears may linger for the present, rejoicing will come.  This was written around Easter 
time during the first weeks of the pandemic, it’s entitled: 

The Miracle of Morning 
By AMANDA GORMAN 

I thought I’d awaken to a world in mourning. 

Heavy clouds crowding, a society storming. 

But there’s something different on this golden morning. 

Something magical in the sunlight, wide and warming.  

I see a dad with a stroller taking a jog. 

Across the street, a bright-eyed girl chases her dog. 

A grandma on a porch fingers her rosaries. 

She grins as her young neighbour brings her groceries. 

While we might feel small, separate, and all alone, 

Our people have never been more closely tethered. 



The question isn’t if we can weather this unknown, 

But how we will weather this unknown together. 

So on this meaningful morn, we mourn and we mend. 

Like light, we can’t be broken, even when we bend.  

As one, we will defeat both despair and disease. 

We stand with healthcare heroes and all employees; 

With families, libraries, waiters, schools, artists; 

Businesses, restaurants, and hospitals hit hardest. 

We ignite not in the light, but in lack thereof, 

For it is in loss that we truly learn to love. 

In this chaos, we will discover clarity. 

In suffering, we must find solidarity.  

For it’s our grief that gives us our gratitude, 

Shows us how to find hope, if we ever lose it. 

So ensure that this ache wasn’t endured in vain: 

Do not ignore the pain. Give it purpose. Use it.  

Read children’s books, dance alone to DJ music. 

Know that this distance will make our hearts grow fonder. 

From these waves of woes our world will emerge stronger. 

We’ll observe how the burdens braved by humankind 

Are also the moments that make us humans kind; 

Let each morning find us courageous, brought closer; 

Heeding the light before the fight is over. 

When this ends, we’ll smile sweetly, finally seeing 

In testing times, we became the best of beings. 

Prayer of Adoration and Confession  

Redeemer God, we gather as disciples of Jesus,  
called and invited to serve in the ongoing work of the kingdom.  
We are fearfully and wonderfully made; our time on earth is shortcompared to the eternal life to 
follow, and yet, you give us this life and call us to use it in your service,  
like all those faithful servants before us and those still to come, 
we are part of the body of Christ, called and invited to serve.  



Like Peter, Andrew, James and John as well as the other men and women Jesus called to serve, we 
are ordinary people,  
with ordinary lives, called to so something extraordinary.  
May we feel worthy of your call, may we trust that we can do all you ask, may we know that you will 
support us in all of it.  
Forgive us, Lord Jesus, for the times when we have felt unworthy, 
for the times when we have not trusted or felt supported.  
For the times when we have felt anxious and lost our way. 
Help us to always turn to you for help 
and guidance, trusting you will always answer us.  
May we always take refuge in your love and strength,  
knowing that you are always with us,  
for we pray all these things in the name of Jesus Christ, 
who taught us to pray together,  
Lord’s Prayer 

 

Old Testament Reading:  Ecclesiastes 3 

A Time for Everything 

3 There is a time for everything, 
    and a season for every activity under the heavens: 
2     a time to be born and a time to die, 
    a time to plant and a time to uproot, 
3     a time to kill and a time to heal, 
    a time to tear down and a time to build, 
4     a time to weep and a time to laugh, 
    a time to mourn and a time to dance, 
5     a time to scatter stones and a time to gather them, 
    a time to embrace and a time to refrain from embracing, 
6     a time to search and a time to give up, 
    a time to keep and a time to throw away, 
7     a time to tear and a time to mend, 
    a time to be silent and a time to speak, 
8     a time to love and a time to hate, 
    a time for war and a time for peace. 
9 What do workers gain from their toil? 10 I have seen the burden God has laid on the human 
race. 11 He has made everything beautiful in its time. He has also set eternity in the human heart; 
yet[a] no one can fathom what God has done from beginning to end. 12 I know that there is nothing 
better for people than to be happy and to do good while they live. 13 That each of them may eat and 
drink, and find satisfaction in all their toil—this is the gift of God. 14 I know that everything God does 
will endure forever; nothing can be added to it and nothing taken from it. God does it so that people 
will fear him. 

15 Whatever is has already been, 
    and what will be has been before; 
    and God will call the past to account.[b] 

 
 
 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ecclesiastes+3&version=NIV#fen-NIV-17371a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ecclesiastes+3&version=NIV#fen-NIV-17375b


 
 
 

New Testament Readings:  1 Corinthians 7:29-31  

29 What I mean, brothers and sisters, is that the time is short. From now on those who have wives 
should live as if they do not; 30 those who mourn, as if they did not; those who are happy, as if they 
were not; those who buy something, as if it were not theirs to keep; 31 those who use the things of 
the world, as if not engrossed in them. For this world in its present form is passing away. 

Gospel Readings:  Mark 1:14-20  

Jesus Announces the Good News 
14 After John was put in prison, Jesus went into Galilee, proclaiming the good news of God. 15 “The 
time has come,” he said. “The kingdom of God has come near. Repent and believe the good news!” 
 
Jesus Calls His First Disciples 
16 As Jesus walked beside the Sea of Galilee, he saw Simon and his brother Andrew casting a net into 
the lake, for they were fishermen. 17 “Come, follow me,” Jesus said, “and I will send you out to fish 
for people.” 18 At once they left their nets and followed him. 

19 When he had gone a little farther, he saw James son of Zebedee and his brother John in a boat, 
preparing their nets.20 Without delay he called them, and they left their father Zebedee in the boat 
with the hired men and followed him. 

Hymn Great God your love has called us here  

Prayer before Sermon 

 

THERE IS A TIME FOR EVERYTHING’, says Qoheleth, the wise, if world-weary philosopher 
(Ecclesiastes 3), before listing his pairs of opposite types of behaviour and asserting that each has its 
time and place. The skill lies in discerning what is the appropriate response at any given moment and 
acting accordingly. That is not easy, as God’s timing is on a different scale from ours, and kingdom 
responses are often counter-intuitive for human beings who cannot see the bigger picture.  

At a time when all the days run together, it may seem hard to believe that only a month has passed 
since the Church celebrated the birth of Jesus, but in real (story-)time his childhood and youth have 
passed almost (for Mark, entirely) without comment before he appears again, proclaiming that “the 
right time has come.”  

How did he know that the time was right? John’s imprisonment had something to do with it, but 
Jesus had also spent forty days in the desert—longer than we have allowed for him to grow to 
adulthood in our church’s calendar—and the purpose of that isolated time of struggle, mirroring the 
wilderness years of his people, was to discern God’s will for his life. Discerning God’s timing is hard 
spiritual work, and not something that can be rushed.  

“The Kingdom of God has come near” (verse 4). So, is it like a comet that every so often comes close 
enough to the earth to be seen in the night sky? Or could it be that the kingdom’s closeness or 



otherwise depends on us? Could it be that when circumstances have combined to take us out of our 
comfort zone and make us more vulnerable than usual we may also be more receptive to things of 
the spirit? Just as George McLeod spoke of Iona as a “thin place”, might there be “thin times” in 
human history, times of upheaval and disturbance, when the Kingdom is better able to break 
through?    

Four young fishermen, two sets of brothers, seem to have needed little persuasion to abandon 
home, family and livelihood to go off into the unknown with someone they had only just met. 
Mark’s “immediately” is typical of his style, and gives a sense of urgency to his narrative. This is the 
optimal moment for the work of the Kingdom to begin, but no-one knows how long it will last so it is 
important that no time should be wasted. Jesus summoned them, and such was the force of his 
personality, or the extent of their readiness, or the energy of the spirit that immediately they left 
everything and followed him.  

Anyone over a certain age brought up in a mainstream church or familiar with seaside missions may 
remember the song, “I will make you fishers of men” and possibly even humming along or even 
doing the actions. This classic children’s favourite reinforces the perception that the work of the 
Kingdom is mission, and mission means going out and reeling new people in. Making converts. 
Increasing the number of believers.  

Before the church existed as an organisation, or the Christian faith as a separate religion, before St 
Augustine defined his doctrine of fall and redemption, there may have been a sense of freedom and 
excitement about drawing people in to a radically new way of seeing the world; sharing the socially 
and spiritually disruptive values of the Kingdom.  This was the benevolent and challenging sort of 
mission I took part in as a young person, though I now see how even the building of schools and 
toilets, the preparation food for the homeless or the recovery after a hurricane could have been 
seen in a different light.  Indeed, for most of the past 2000 years, some would say that the church’s 
mission has been too entangled with the spread of empire, the enforcement of authority and, in 
more recent times, the survival of a failing institution. We need to go fishing for people—and then 
get them to sign a Gift Aid declaration—if our church is to avoid closure.  

Church and Kingdom overlap (we hope) but are not one and the same. These men are not being 
invited to join a church, but to follow the leading of God’s spirit embodied in a man whose most 
recent formation had been in the wilderness, not the seminary, and whose harshest criticisms were 
directed against the religious authorities of his day. He knew his scriptures and valued the traditions 
of his people, but he wanted others to join him in an active process of rediscovering and re-
evaluating what faith is, how it can change us and, through us, change the world.  

Prayers for Others and Ourselves  
Ever loving God, mother and father of all, 
creator and guardian of everything that we perceive, 
we come together today, in praise and joy to give thanks 
for your love and to rejoice in the gifts you have given.  

We pray for our world, which has been terrorised by the 
implications of Covid-19.We ask for your eternal protection on those who work to keep your 
beloved children safe. 
In a time where the interdependence of all people has become ever more evident and yet the 
divisions that plague our societies have become ever more obvious, we ask for the boldness to 
acknowledge our prejudice and to work for justice for all peoples in this new age. 



We pray for your church, for the individuals who make up 
this body of Christ, and for the institutions that organise and facilitate the gathering of your church 
in community. 
In this time of change, and hardship for a people who 
have lost the privileged position once occupied by Christians in the western world, help us to see the 
gift that this can bring 
to guide us towards a simpler, faithful church, focused on love of you,  love of our neighbour and 
ourselves.  

We pray for each person here today, as we each chart our own path through life, seeking to do 
good, at times succeeding 
and at times failing, that we may each find strength in your love to live well and show the radical 
love offered in and commanded by your son today and every day. 
Amen.                                     

 
Closing Words 
Jesus tried to help people 
understand more about God our maker.  
Jesus called people to help him with his mission. 
The Holy Spirit still invites us to become followers of Jesus 
and to help our brothers and sisters all over the world to know 
about God our maker and his Son, Jesus.  
Whoever we are, wherever we live 
whatever our talents and abilities Jesus asks us to follow him 
and help others to discover God’s love for them 
and God’s desire to be in a relationship with them.  
Lord, we need your help for the times we feel unable 
to follow you, when we think we can’t do it, 
may your spirit sweep over us and fill us with the courage  
we need to step out in faith sharing the good news 
and bringing the kingdom of God here and now. 
Amen.  

Sending  

Called by God to follow, the time has come 
to go into the world and make you known to all we meet.  

And as you do, may God guide your path, 
may Jesus walk beside you and may the Holy Spirit inspire you.  

May you go in peace to love and serve the Lord, Today, tomorrow and forever more. AMEN 


