
Service Sunday 15 November 
 
Call to Worship 
Let us lift up our eyes to the Lord  
enthroned in the heavens!  
We come ready to worship, 
to listen anew to the Word of the Lord.  
Have mercy upon us, O Lord, 
and may we never tempt your scorn,  
Fill us, as we gather, 
with your spirit of justice.  
Let your freedom reign,  
O Lord, guiding us and leading us to new life.  
We are here to worship God, let us lift our hearts in praise.  
 
Prayer 
Lord God, giver of all good things, giver of life itself, 
we worship and adore you.  
You created the earth and asked us to care for it.  
We took control and began to exploit 
the resources you gave us. 
You gave us enough and more to share.  
We hoarded as though things were scarce and  
let others go hungry and voiceless.  
God, if we have learned nothing else in this season,  
may we never forget how connected we all are 
across the world. 
When one part of the body hurts, all suffer.  
So, God, before we lose sight of all that you’ve taught us, unclench our hands and release in us your 
generosity. 
Convict us in our worship of your call to us to clothe the naked, 
to feed the hungry, to house the homeless, 
to give sight to the blind and healing to the lame—  
such is your power and your faith in us. 
May our worship then renew and equip us 
to serve you by serving the world, 
in the name of Jesus Christ,  Lord’s Prayer 
 
Hymn Guide Me O Though Great Redeemer 

Reflection 

Looking back on this year,  
there seem to be two roads which people have followed. 
One for those who would manipulate others into their way  
of thinking or misinform the masses with their own take  
on the virus, or mistreat someone simply because of the colour of their skin, or them being asked to 
wear a mask.  
Let’s just label that a “dead end” like the giant wooden planter 
At the end of my street, which created a barrier between our neighbourhood and the main road. 
Then there is the road which has had its ups and down,  



and curves and roundabouts, but it is the one  
where people have come alongside those in need,  
helped to break up the isolation,  
or provide the essential supplies, or carry on with the care  
or education of others, and what a tough road  
that has been for all of us.   
So what I am asking you to do today,  
Take some time to think of folk who have inspired you 
over the past few months: neighbours who have gone  
above and beyond during the pandemic; 
community groups who have adapted and organised  
relief for a new season; 
world leaders who have put others first.  
The “least of these”: health care workers, carers, shop assistants, food banks, delivery services, 
school teachers...  
How have the gifts and skills of others 
been used for the common good? 
Reflect on how/who you see differently and on anything  
you might want to do differently to maintain  
a new found sense of community and neighbourliness.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
1 Thessalonians 5: 1-11 

Be Ready for the Lord's Coming 

5 There is no need to write you, friends, about the times and occasions when these things will 
happen. 2 For you yourselves know very well that the Day of the Lord will come as a thief comes at 
night. 3 When people say, “Everything is quiet and safe,” then suddenly destruction will hit them! It 
will come as suddenly as the pains that come upon a woman in labor, and people will not 
escape. 4 But you, friends, are not in the darkness, and the Day should not take you by surprise like a 
thief. 5 All of you are people who belong to the light, who belong to the day. We do not belong to the 
night or to the darkness. 6 So then, we should not be sleeping like the others; we should be awake 
and sober. 7 It is at night when people sleep; it is at night when they get drunk. 8 But we belong to 
the day, and we should be sober. We must wear faith and love as a breastplate, and our hope of 
salvation as a helmet. 9 God did not choose us to suffer his anger, but to possess salvation through 
our Lord Jesus Christ, 10 who died for us in order that we might live together with him, whether we 
are alive or dead when he comes. 11 And so encourage one another and help one another, just as you 
are now doing. 

Matthew 25:14- 30  

The Parable of the Three Servants  
(The Parable of the Talents) 
 
14 “At that time the Kingdom of heaven will be like this.  



Once there was a man who was about to leave home on a trip; he called his servants and put them 
in charge of his property. 15 He gave to each one according to his ability: to one he gave five 
thousand gold coins, to another he gave two thousand, and to another he gave one thousand. Then 
he left on his trip. 16 The servant who had received five thousand coins went at once and invested his 
money and earned another five thousand. 17 In the same way the servant who had received two 
thousand coins earned another two thousand. 18 But the servant who had received one thousand 
coins went off, dug a hole in the ground, and hid his master's money. 

19 “After a long time the master of those servants came back and settled accounts with them. 20 The 
servant who had received five thousand coins came in and handed over the other five thousand. 
‘You gave me five thousand coins, sir,’ he said. ‘Look! Here are another five thousand that I have 
earned.’ 21 ‘Well done, you good and faithful servant!’ said his master. ‘You have been faithful in 
managing small amounts, so I will put you in charge of large amounts. Come on in and share my 
happiness!’ 22 Then the servant who had been given two thousand coins came in and said, ‘You gave 
me two thousand coins, sir. Look! Here are another two thousand that I have earned.’ 23 ‘Well done, 
you good and faithful servant!’ said his master. ‘You have been faithful in managing small amounts, 
so I will put you in charge of large amounts. Come on in and share my happiness!’ 24 Then the 
servant who had received one thousand coins came in and said, ‘Sir, I know you are a hard man; you 
reap harvests where you did not plant, and you gather crops where you did not scatter seed. 25 I was 
afraid, so I went off and hid your money in the ground. Look! Here is what belongs to you.’ 26 ‘You 
bad and lazy servant!’ his master said. ‘You knew, did you, that I reap harvests where I did not plant, 
and gather crops where I did not scatter seed? 27 Well, then, you should have deposited my money in 
the bank, and I would have received it all back with interest when I returned. 28 Now, take the money 
away from him and give it to the one who has ten thousand coins. 29 For to every person who has 
something, even more will be given, and he will have more than enough; but the person who has 
nothing, even the little that he has will be taken away from him. 30 As for this useless servant—throw 
him outside in the darkness; there he will cry and gnash his teeth.’ 

Hymn Dear Lord and Father of Mankind 

Prayer before Sermon 

One of the things I am most excited about for Advent is the innovative ways we will be able to sing 
Carols safe in the company of our own family bubble, but it’s he first verse of a different sort of 
music that reminds us to be thankful even when we cannot enjoy the full benefits of singing (in 
public)… 

Play song by Abba  

In the words of the great theological song  
“Thank you for the Music” by Abba we have the line,  
“I have a talent, a wonderful thing.” Indeed.  
And the idea of talent is a wonderfully easy thing to speak about in the preach of this parable. 
The English translation of this passage is particularly handy because while talent is a Greek coin, in 
English it 
also means some intuitive ability everyone has.  
We have thus interpreted this passage, some would suggest quite lazily, about everyone’s skills and 
investing in them  
for the sake of the church or community.  
In the States this passage comes during what is often Stewardship Season in the church, where 
someone speaks each week about tithing, about the importance of sharing our money, our time, 



and our talents, and then everyone is invited to fill in a dedication card pledging a proportion of each 
of these to the work of the church. 
Which is all Fine and Well. But I realised not that many years ago, that kind of talent has got little to 
do with the meaning of the parable.  
The other easy analogy we make is to imagine the king is God or Jesus. We do that a lot in different 
parts of Scripture and it is often wrong. Here we have got ‘God’ berating us for not using the God-
given talents (skills) we have more fully and for the sake of the kingdom (or church!).  
Fine. But again, that is not what this parable is about.  
I don’t know if you’ve noticed, but I have been exploring the flip side of parables a fair bit lately. 
So What can we talk about here if it is 
 not about these ‘obvious’ things?  
If you look at the description of the landowner or king,  
it hardly matches any description of God.  
The king is “a harsh man” who reaps where he does not sow. And the moral of the story says that for 
those who have,  
more will be given, and those with least,  
even what they have will be taken away.  
In other words, the rich get richer and the poor get poorer.  
This is not a value from the ethics of the kingdom, surely?  
It is a statement about the reality of life.  
This is, sadly, how the world works.  
Indeed, the idea of an absent landlord will have been more  
than familiar to the ears of those who were listening to Jesus. Each one of them would have been 
able to identify  
easily with the one who buried his amount.  
It was the cautious thing to do,  
yet also drew attention to the injustice of the system.  
Here is someone who refuses to take part in the injustice  
of that kind of economy. This is maybe the point.  
The ‘lazy’ servant is what the empire deems someone  
who refuses to participate in their system and  
his non-violent resistance puts him in danger  
because the master has been shamed by the servant.  
The wrath is that of an elite called out 
by the very ones the system in which they participate subordinates and silences.  
Read this way,  
the parable is a description of Kingdom consequences.  
It is less about giving of your talent and more about standing up against empire, speaking truth to 
power.  
I heard an incredible talk on Thursday morning from  
Brian McLaren, whose book you may remember I used as the focus for a full year’s worth of sermons 
several years ago. 
He spoke about how this year has proved that we as a church and as a society can change if we have 
to, and we can change fast, and that we now have the opportunity  
to worship in a way that will not be seen as a way  
try to save the church, rather a way to save the world. 
These are hard realities but realities the kingdom makes real.  
Also, read in this way, it is somewhat strange to see  
that the church has for centuries interpreted this parable paralleling Jesus’ words with the masters.  
Thus, the church has continued condoning practices  
the kingdom clearly condemns.  



The parable warns that this is the way of the world  
and will continue this way until the kingdom comes. Be wary. Rather than a prescriptive parable 
about a way of  
behaving like a good neighbour or a lost son, 
 this is perhaps more of a wisdom parable that offers honest insight into the very real and dangerous 
ways of the kingdom if we wish to be part of a movement that has a vision of rebalancing the world 
in the name of love, justice and grace.  
 
Hymn Take My Life and Let it Be 

Let us pray 

God you have reminded us that all humanity is connected.  

We are dependent on one another and on the earth that you created.  

So, help us to live in love, caring for one another, building up one another in love and reverence.  

May we never avert our eyes when any of your children suffers but instead hear you calling us 
to make a difference.  

May we never feel self-sufficient but always be aware 
of how we need each other.  

May we never be silent 
when our voices should be raised in protest.  

God it is not your will that any should suffer, so help us to pray for 
and work towards justice, 
inclusion,  

equity and love 
with all that we have, 
bearing one another’s burdens, sharing one another’s sorrows.  

God, help us to use our power wisely and always for good 
until we see your kingdom come and your will done.  

Amen.  

Our faith asks much of us, sometimes it can feel too much. As you go from our time together know 
that you are enough. 
Your presence and faithfulness are a great witness to God’s love. Beloved child of God 
know God’s blessing 
with you this day and every day.  

 

 

 



 


