
Call to Worship 

Welcome to church: 
not a place, but an invitation; 
not a building, but a way of engaging; 
not a service, but a way of serving; 
not an institution, but a path to adventure.  
In this new year, let us gather, 
and welcome each other: 
make space for all, decide to love more, 
and break the rules of the world with the generosity of the kingdom.  
And if anyone asks “why?”or “how?” or “what does it all mean?”  
simply use Jesus’ own words: “Come and see!”  
 
Hymn Lord You have come to the Seashore 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PXHc_R7ZCGs 
Prayer 
Loving God may we pray  
less with statements and more with questions.  
Draw a large question mark in the air with your hands and invite everyone to follow your 
lead.  
May we pray less with sounds and more with silence.  
Put a finger to your lips  
May we pray less with words and more with acts.  
Clench fists one on top of the other like you are building up  
So we may see and feel and know  there is something new, indescribable, here for us all, 
new every day: your love for us all  
Place your hands over your heart, crossed over… 
And Lord, among all the questions we have,  
the wonder and confusion, may we dare to:   
come and see what the kingdom is like;  
come and see the shape of living words;  
come and see the water that pours with new life;  
come and see the bread that is broken for the world;  
come and see the people who believe in hope;  
come and see the one who speaks of justice;  
come and see the place where heaven meets earth;  
come and see the One who has called us by name.  
Lord, God, we pray that amid all the wonder and mystery, in the confusion and questions, 
we may find a place of faith that forgets the ready answers and seeks a new adventure yet 
unformed,  
Not only determined by ancient traditions but fresh for the world  
as it is now in this time and for this place. 
Loving God, may we be here with hearts that are open ready to know the wonder that is 
your presence among us, for the sake of Jesus Christ, who taught us to pray together, 
saying, 
Lord’s Prayer  Amen.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PXHc_R7ZCGs


 
Old Testament Readings:  1 Samuel 3:1-10,(11-20)  
New International Version The Lord Calls Samuel 

3 The boy Samuel ministered before the Lord under Eli. In those days the word of 

the Lord was rare; there were not many visions. 

2 One night Eli, whose eyes were becoming so weak that he could barely see, was lying down 

in his usual place. 3 The lamp of God had not yet gone out, and Samuel was lying down in the 

house of the Lord, where the ark of God was. 4 Then the Lord called Samuel. 

Samuel answered, “Here I am.” 5 And he ran to Eli and said, “Here I am; you called me.” 

But Eli said, “I did not call; go back and lie down.” So he went and lay down. 

6 Again the Lord called, “Samuel!” And Samuel got up and went to Eli and said, “Here I am; 

you called me.” 

“My son,” Eli said, “I did not call; go back and lie down.” 

7 Now Samuel did not yet know the Lord: The word of the Lord had not yet been revealed to 

him. 

8 A third time the Lord called, “Samuel!” And Samuel got up and went to Eli and said, “Here I 

am; you called me.” 

Then Eli realized that the Lord was calling the boy. 9 So Eli told Samuel, “Go and lie down, 

and if he calls you, say, ‘Speak, Lord, for your servant is listening.’” So Samuel went and lay 

down in his place. 

10 The Lord came and stood there, calling as at the other times, “Samuel! Samuel!” Then 

Samuel said, “Speak, for your servant is listening.” 

Reflection :   
As you might imagine, we’ve had a few more “adult conversations” around the table in 
recent months than we might have expected,  about Covid, and those who won’t take it 
seriously and wear masks, and about what our family and friends and fellow Americans are 
experiencing day by day.  And, we’ve tried to be honest without creating a sense of fear or 
atmosphere of constant anxiety.   
A well respected theology professor and pioneer of Church reform, who I admire greatly for 
his courage and wisdom over the past several years as the Church faces up to the hard 
truths of decline, and impact of secular thinking on the national church, posted this 
yesterday about our Old Testament reading, and how we might discuss it more honestly, 
entitled   
MAKE SAMUEL GREAT AGAIN 
"The word of the LORD was rare in those days;  visions were not widespread." 
There is an adage about never teaching kids things they have to unlearn, even if you save 
some of the harsher realities for when they're older. The story of the boy Samuel was a 
Sunday School favourite - in fact I am sure I remember being taught it in Primary School - 



some kind of story book bible they used to read from. But reading it again today, I'm pretty 
sure they missed out most of what Samuel had to tell Eli. 
The historical and cultural, the economic and political context we are in when we read a text 
is always significant for our hermeneutic/s - to read this text this week in the light of the 
impeachment of Donald Trump is to be sensitised to the note of judgment in the text. 
God speaks to a new generation with a devastating verdict:  The next verses of this 
morning’s reading read… 
"Then the LORD said to Samuel, "See, I am about to do something in Israel that will make 
both ears of anyone who hears of it tingle. On that day I will fulfill against Eli all that I have 
spoken concerning his house, from beginning to end. 
For I have told him that I am about to punish his house forever, for the iniquity that he 
knew, because his sons were blaspheming God, and he did not restrain them. 
Therefore I swear to the house of Eli that the iniquity of Eli's house shall not be expiated by 
sacrifice or offering forever." 
Samuel lay there until morning; then he opened the doors of the house of the LORD. Samuel 
was afraid to tell the vision to Eli." 
A word that is going to make your ears ring - a word that comes in this case to those who 
knew what was going on, what was going wrong and "did not restrain those responsible" - 
by keeping silent and holding back Eli had enabled his family's corruption and wickedness. 
How does this sound to me as a  preachers? Have I ever had a word we woke up on a 
Sunday afraid to deliver? A vision we were fearful of sharing because it was going to 
challenge and convict and divide. (The answer is YES) The USA has needed and still needs a 
Samuel church with Samuel preachers - it needs them in the pulpit tomorrow and for the 
rebuilding and repenting which needs to happen as Trump is finally out of office. 
So if we are going to be biblical - let's be biblical. Let's read the text and hear it and face it 
and wrestle with it. And let's be encouraged that when things seem to have sunk to their 
very lowest - when 'the temple light has almost gone out' - God is able to raise up a new 
generation who can turn away from the corrupt religious conditions they have inherited and 
make a new start. 
 
In the final verses of the passage,  
Samuel answered, “Here I am.” 
17 “What was it he said to you?” Eli asked. “Do not hide it from me. May God deal with you, 
be it ever so severely, if you hide from me anything he told you.” 18 So Samuel told him 
everything, hiding nothing from him. Then Eli said, “He is the Lord; let him do what is good 
in his eyes.” 
19 The Lord was with Samuel as he grew up, and he let none of Samuel’s words fall to the 
ground. 20 And all Israel from Dan to Beersheba recognized that Samuel was attested as a 
prophet of the Lord. 
 
Song by New Scottish Hymn Bands based on Psalm 139  
Were I to Cross   https://newscottishhymns.com/listen/ 
Gospel Reading John 1:43-51  
Jesus Calls Philip and Nathanael 
43 The next day Jesus decided to leave for Galilee. Finding Philip, he said to him, “Follow 
me.” 



44 Philip, like Andrew and Peter, was from the town of Bethsaida. 45 Philip found 
Nathanael and told him, “We have found the one Moses wrote about in the Law, and about 
whom the prophets also wrote—Jesus of Nazareth, the son of Joseph.” 
46 “Nazareth! Can anything good come from there?” Nathanael asked. 
“Come and see,” said Philip. 
47 When Jesus saw Nathanael approaching, he said of him, “Here truly is an Israelite in 
whom there is no deceit.” 
48 “How do you know me?” Nathanael asked. 
Jesus answered, “I saw you while you were still under the fig tree before Philip called you.” 
49 Then Nathanael declared, “Rabbi, you are the Son of God;you are the king of Israel.” 
50 Jesus said, “You believe[a] because I told you I saw you under the fig tree. You will see 
greater things than that.” 

Sermon 

Here is a gospel passage that is completely invitational.  
It is a model for doing church that invites each person to explore, witness and discover 
rather than sign up to a creed,  
or pass an Enquirers Class before joining the church.  
It is simply, see for yourself, do not take my word for it,  
let the evidence speak for itself: “come and see”.  
How daring is that for an institutional church?  
But beyond that, if we were to live like this  
where we trust we are doing God’s will  
rather than simply attempting to keep the institution going,  
“come and see” becomes an invitation for ourselves,  
to see beyond ourselves and to what is being done and  
spoken of that is bigger than us.  
It is an invitation to see what is being sacrificed and  
how lives are transformed because  
we are in touch with that which is beyond ourselves.  
More than that, it is an invitation to be surprised,  
each day, living as church.  
It is a willingness to be less in control of what is happening and  
let the Spirit’s more imaginative and wild side surprise and  
call us into the world.  
It becomes a way of life based on relationships  
rather than doctrine and denominationalism.  
“Come and see” speaks into the integrity of folk,  
choosing to follow  because of what they have witnessed  
rather than because their eternal salvation is at stake.  
A Youth Minister I was friends with in the States 
shared this story yesterday…  
The teenage daughter of a dear friend said to her mom about what happened at the Capitol, 
along with the Jesus signs, the noose, and the violence: “Mom, I think this has hurt our 
witness to the world. The only way to fix this is love. When did we forget the hymn ‘They Will 
Know We Are Christians by Our Love?’” 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+1%3A43-50&version=NIV#fen-NIV-26095a


My friend's encouragement to me: "I truly think we need to love extravagantly in the days 
ahead. We need to love with such a love that others will say 'I want to the know the Jesus 
that you know.' With every act of love we push back the darkness." 
I saw one such act of love today. Two people on different sides of the political aisle. One 
dying of Covid. The other checking on the family daily, taking a warm pot of soup, and 
continuing to pray fervently for her neighbour. Reminds me a little (actually a lot) of the 
Good Samaritan. "Love one another, as I have loved you." (John 15:12) 
 
It is not about raw power but authority in the sense  
that something good or loving or just has its own authority  
simply because it is good or loving or just.  
The rest of the Gospel of John is the follow-on from this invitation.  
It is a smorgasbord of witnesses to Jesus, stories of encounter,  
places where love has been met and lives transformed.  
These are the folk who have followed, witnessed and  
chosen to join the adventure of faith.  
John is very keen to offer signs of Jesus and tells us such right here:  
this is what you are going to read in the rest of the gospel.  
So he builds a gospel around relationships,  
of invitations for Samaritans and Pharisees  
and a whole bundle of folk you would not  
expect to be your normal witnesses.  
Here are your witnesses: the last, the least, the lost.  
Now they follow.  
Such is the honesty of this approach,  
we hear too that not everyone followed.  
Some are confused, some fight against their instincts,  
some simply walk away. 
 “Come and see” is not a stick or a threat.  
John is not trying to keep an institution going here.  
John is offering a way of life for which his readers  
can choose to follow or not.  
Yet even within this passage, and the verses on either side of it,  
we see the variety of choices people make to the Gospel’s invitation.  
Some are enthusiastic, some invite others on the strength of it,  
some are just puzzled and doubtful.  
The question for us all who are part of the faith community  
is what are we inviting people to “come and see”?  
What, in our congregations and gospel lives,  
speaks into the lives of others?  
In times of pandemics, when we have reduced  
what we do out of necessity,  
it is perhaps a time to reframe our faith community,  
and wonder what will draw people back.  
What is it about the gospel that will have us come back  
into congregational life?  
What might we do as a faith community that witnesses  



to this Gospel of folk on the edge being welcomed in,  
and doubters being listened to?  
How might we live the invitation to “come and see”?  

Text of chorus Here I am wholly available  

https://www.divinehymns.com/lyrics/here-i-am-wholly-available-song-lyrics/ 

 

 

Prayers of the People  

Loving God our simple prayer 
and our deep hope is for your kingdom 
to be found between our neighbours 
in the love we share between our nations, 
in the compassion we offer between all people, 
in the peace we make.  
There may we all see your kingdom grow.  
And so we bring our words and our longings and shape them into 
the relationships we build this year and affirm the truth  
that in our relationships is where your kingdom will be found.  
We pray for those in conflict, for refugees and the displaced, 
for so many who suffer in so many ways 
from disease, hunger, fear, and division. 
This is not of your kingdom  
and it does not need to be the story of our world.  
We pray for our governments, for Westminster and Edinburgh  
for Brussels and Washington, Moscow and Beijing,  
and the longing to find stability and a future that is balanced and fair, 
equally shared, and Kingdom-shaped.  
We pray for our congregation and parish, for our neighbours around us and the way we live 
and speak together of love and grace and truth.  
And we pray for our families and friends,  
for those ill and those recovering, for those grieving and hurting, 
those anxious and worried, fearful and afraid 
and for the love that directs us and calls us 
and challenges us to be your people, to see your kingdom 
between us, among us, through us.   So be it. Amen.  

Hymn Will you come and follow me?  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8HNr1fdAbi0 

Blessing  


