
Call to Worship  
Into your presence we come, Lord of freedom,  
remembering those who fled captivity and found freedom in your care.  
Into your presence we come, Lord of forgiveness,  
remembering your Son’s gift to us, and your gracious reconciliation.  
Into your presence we come, Lord of grace,  
and we know your generosity to us is beyond our understanding.  
Into your presence we come, may we lift up our praise to you!  

 
Prayer 
God, we are here today because you love us, you made us,  
And you want us to be your friends.  
You have given each one of us the skills we need, 
to help make the universe all it was meant to be.  
From being kind and helpful, to forgiving someone who has hurt us.  
You sent Jesus to help us to learn how to live and love each other.  
Saying sorry when we get things wrong,  
and forgiving others when they hurt us  
are just two things we can do to make the world  
a better place for everyone.  
You give us so much more than we deserve,  
and you ask only that we love you in return.  
You give us free will, which allows us  
to choose to say yes or no to your love.  
You invite us into a relationship and  
desire us to play our full part in it. 
You also ask us to treat the rest of creation as you do,  
with love and mercy.  
You have given us a great responsibility over all creation  
and too often, over millennia, we have failed to act wisely;  
we have been greedy and selfish,  
and have forgotten to care and share all that creation gives us.  
Neither of these are easy, but life is not always easy.  
Help us to try to do all we can to make our world a better, happier place.  
Help us to seek to be better co-creators,  
and to make the changes we need to 
so that our world can flourish as it should.  
Your son, Jesus, has left us the example we can choose to follow. 
Give us courage to want to choose his path,  
as we pray together the words Christ taught us saying, 
Lord’s Prayer 
 

Romans 14:1-12: The Weak and the Strong 

14 Accept the one whose faith is weak, without quarrelling over disputable matters. 2 One person’s 
faith allows them to eat anything, but another, whose faith is weak, eats only vegetables. 3 The one 
who eats everything must not treat with contempt the one who does not, and the one who does not 
eat everything must not judge the one who does, for God has accepted them. 4 Who are you to 
judge someone else’s servant? To their own master, servants stand or fall. And they will stand, for 
the Lord is able to make them stand. 



5 One person considers one day more sacred than another; another considers every day alike. Each 
of them should be fully convinced in their own mind. 6 Whoever regards one day as special does so 
to the Lord. Whoever eats meat does so to the Lord, for they give thanks to God; and whoever 
abstains does so to the Lord and gives thanks to God. 7 For none of us lives for ourselves alone, and 
none of us dies for ourselves alone. 8 If we live, we live for the Lord; and if we die, we die for the 
Lord. So, whether we live or die, we belong to the Lord. 9 For this very reason, Christ died and 
returned to life so that he might be the Lord of both the dead and the living. 
10 You, then, why do you judge your brother or sister[a]? Or why do you treat them with 
contempt? For we will all stand before God’s judgment seat. 11 It is written: 
“‘As surely as I live,’ says the Lord, 
‘every knee will bow before me; 
    every tongue will acknowledge God.’”[b] 
12 So then, each of us will give an account of ourselves to God. 

Matthew 18:21-35  

The Parable of the Unmerciful Servant 
21 Then Peter came to Jesus and asked, “Lord, how many times shall I forgive my brother or sister 
who sins against me? Up to seven times?” 
22 Jesus answered, “I tell you, not seven times, but seventy-seven times.[a] 
23 “Therefore, the kingdom of heaven is like a king who wanted to settle accounts with his 
servants. 24 As he began the settlement, a man who owed him ten thousand bags of gold[b]was 
brought to him. 25 Since he was not able to pay, the master ordered that he and his wife and his 
children and all that he had be sold to repay the debt. 
26 “At this the servant fell on his knees before him. ‘Be patient with me,’ he begged, ‘and I will pay 
back everything.’ 27 The servant’s master took pity on him, cancelled the debt and let him go. 
28 “But when that servant went out, he found one of his fellow servants who owed him a hundred 
silver coins.[c] He grabbed him and began to choke him. ‘Pay back what you owe me!’ he demanded. 
29 “His fellow servant fell to his knees and begged him, ‘Be patient with me, and I will pay it back.’ 
30 “But he refused. Instead, he went off and had the man thrown into prison until he could pay the 
debt. 31 When the other servants saw what had happened, they were outraged and went and told 
their master everything that had happened. 
32 “Then the master called the servant in. ‘You wicked servant,’ he said, ‘I cancelled all that debt of 
yours because you begged me to. 33 Shouldn’t you have had mercy on your fellow servant just as I 
had on you?’ 34 In anger his master handed him over to the jailers to be tortured, until he should pay 
back all he owed. 
35 “This is how my heavenly Father will treat each of you unless you forgive your brother or sister 
from your heart.” 
 

Do unto others… 

The quid pro quo imperative in this parable is ‘do for others’  
what ‘is done to you’: something in return for what is received.  
This plays out in society all the time and even  
young people seem attuned to the fact  
that we often expect a favour in return for something previously given away.  
Of course, our story today is another example of Jesus shocking the listener  
with a parable that does not quite go the way we expect it to.  
That the ‘slave’, so generously forgiven himself,  
then withholds forgiveness from a fellow slave,  
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is an outrage. But what is the point behind Jesus’ attention-grabbing parable?  
It could be a story about turning the attention of the listener  
away from mere recognition  
of legal rights and an understanding of laws and regulations,  
towards the importance of actual acts of compassion that go beyond the rules.  
A bit like wearing a mask despite the fact you can’t stand them… 
It could be a story about turning the agenda of power away  
from the common experiences of judgement, condemnation,  
control of others (especially those weaker than us),  
the accumulation of more wealth and influence for some,  
and the everyday power-plays we see within human relationships.  
A bit like not accepting that some folk  
who need or give the most support in our society, 
Are also the ones who suffer the most abuse. 
In this parable, it’s about turning it towards  
a new use of our power that substitutes  
‘what we are owed’  with ‘what we can do for others’.  
To the use of power that allows us to exonerate and liberate others,  
in the way that we ourselves have been shown mercy  
by our generous and merciful God.  
Jesus is very much about offering to the world a new model:  
a different way of using and distributing power;  
especially a use that will liberate those  
who tend to be the ones most inhibited by the burdens carried.  
It is interesting to note the use of hyperbole again in this parable.  
By modern standards the debt not claimed by the King is a huge amount.  
10,000 talents is a ridiculous amount to owe given 1 single talent  
is thought to be more then 15 years of a labourer’s wages.  
This exaggerated amount is all part of Jesus’ storytelling technique  
where he is trying to give people a picture of God that is  
far bigger, grander, deeper, and more amazing than we can possibly imagine.  
If the King personifies God, then the story reveals how ‘great’ God is.  
If the King is not meant to be God, then  
it does not change the conclusion as the listener  
will be expected to think that God is far ‘greater’  
than even this amazing mortal King.  
The teaching on the incredibly compassionate God  
we follow is not just meant to be a point of fact.  
The chain of events described in the story is intended to make us consider  
the chain of events God asks us to replicate in our dealings with others.  
God’s mercy should generate further mercy.  
God’s forgiveness is a command for us to show similar forgiveness.  
The freedom we know through Christ Jesus is the freedom  
that we should extend to others as we live by Jesus’ example  
and liberate people from what holds them back from a full life.  
How do we use the mercy we have been given?  
Do we use our freedom for self-interest?  
Do we use power to take what we are ‘due’  
and to build up our own comforts and position?  
Or do we accept that Jesus, in this story and elsewhere,  
calls us to use what we have been given to release others into the  



abundant life that God makes possible for all through Jesus Christ?  

Prayers for Others and Ourselves  

God of grace and mercy, your love for us is wider, deeper,  
and higher than we could ever imagine, and we are grateful for it.  
You call us friends, and invite us to be co-creators of your kingdom,  
here on earth with you.  
We know that our world is struggling: there is an increased risk of disease,  
an ongoing abuse of resources, poor decision making leading to long term damage for short term 
gains.  
Christians have played a part in this over many generations, 
but perhaps now, as our old way of life unravels,  
and a new way of living unfolds, 
we can face up to our mistakes and try to make better choices 
that will bring your kingdom, here and now.  
For too long we have not acknowledged nor admitted our mistakes. 
We need help to accept them, and to turn from them,  
seeking forgiveness from those we have damaged and hurt.  
We need to become humble,  
and let go of our sense of entitlement to ruling the world; 
instead we need to become servants of the world,  
looking for ways to bring justice and equality to all people.  
The mistaken choices of our ancestors have caused misery and suffering for millions, and if we do 
not acknowledge and turn from their mistakes  
we will cause further misery and suffering to future generations.  
We have been given an opportunity, due to the pandemic, 
to stop and make big changes to how we choose to live.  
We have the chance to heal our world, to make right some of our mistakes.  
We have the ongoing invitation from you, Lord God, to continue to co-create 
and make this wonderful world more like heaven.  
Help us to choose to be filled with love for creation, 
to seek new ways to bring justice and equality for all people.  
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayers. Amen.  
 
Blessing and Sung Amen 


