
Sunday 21 March Order of Service 
Call To Worship  
You have written your law upon our hearts,  
and inscribed your love upon our lives;  
you have made yourself known to us 
in sign and symbol, in still small voice, 
and in the centre of our souls through the song of your Spirit.  
God our maker, you know us better than we know ourselves,  
and you know that what we need is a relationship  
with you and people who follow you.  
So, we come, whether gathered or scattered,  
we come to worship you: 
for we are your people and you are our God.  
 
Prayer of Adoration and Confession  
God our creator, who begot our saviour, Jesus,  
and gifted us with the Holy Spirit,  
we come humbly before you to offer this time of worship.  
You are made known to us through the heavens and earth 
and all that they reveal of you, 
you are also made known to us through Jesus, your son, 
who reveals your love for us, 
and you are also made known to us through the Holy Spirit 
who reveals your ongoing desire for a relationship with us  
and who guides us in your way.  
We are honoured to be invited to sit at your table, 
to be co-creators with you, to grow in love for you  
and to share that love with other people.  
Forgive us Lord, for those times when we have messed up, 
when we have failed to love or share.  
Forgive us Lord, for our human frailty,  
our need to cling to our ego, or to feed our dark side.  
Give us a desire to return to you in full relationship, 
and courage to continue the work Jesus began  
and many since have attended to.  
For we pray all of these things in the name of Jesus Christ,  
who taught us to pray together saying, LORD’S PRAYER 
 
Create in me a clean heart (Psalm 51) https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mM7UAM0xsN4 
 
Jeremiah 31:31-34  
New International Version 
31 “The days are coming,” declares the Lord, “when I will make a new covenant with the people of 
Israel and with the people of Judah. 
32 It will not be like the covenant I made with their ancestors when I took them by the hand to lead 
them out of Egypt, because they broke my covenant, though I was a husband to[a] them,[b]” declares 
the Lord. 
33 “This is the covenant I will make with the people of Israel after that time,” declares the Lord. 
“I will put my law in their minds and write it on their hearts. 
I will be their God, and they will be my people. 
34 No longer will they teach their neighbour, or say to one another, ‘Know the Lord,’ because they 
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will all know me, from the least of them to the greatest,” declares the Lord. 
“For I will forgive their wickedness and will remember their sins no more.” 
 
Bedtime Prayer  
In contrast to last week’s story of complaining,  
how do we find Jeremiah’s dream of the new covenant,  
being real in our lives with God?  
Here is a ‘Dear Diary’ kind of prayer that you might find in a collection of Children’s Letters to 
God…as I share it, I invite you to ponder a time when you knew God was with you. 
Dear God, tonight I want to write to you, 
because it has been a really special day. 
One of those days when I know you are here. I just know it!  
It’s not that anything happened to help me think about you.  
It’s not that anyone else was talking about you. 
It’s not that anyone was especially kind to me. 
You were here and I felt you.   
You were as warm as a duvet. As safe as a den. 
As strong as a tree. As soft as feathers.  As quiet as the clouds.  
No one needed to tell me, “God’s here.” 
No one needed to show me. No one needed to teach me. I just knew.  
You were here on my insides and everywhere outside. 
So big and so close to me. I can’t see you or hear you but I know.  
I know you’re here. And you’re so good! I love days like today, God. 
Because you must be here all the time but it’s only sometimes  
I feel you and know for sure. That’s what it felt like today. 
Thank you, God. I hope I’ll have another day like this soon. Amen.  
 
Be still my soul  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Q18GAt3_tkc 
 
John 12:20-33  New International Version 
Jesus Predicts His Death 
20 Now there were some Greeks among those who went up to worship at the festival. 21 They came 
to Philip, who was from Bethsaida in Galilee, with a request. “Sir,” they said, “we would like to see 
Jesus.” 22 Philip went to tell Andrew; Andrew and Philip in turn told Jesus. 
23 Jesus replied, “The hour has come for the Son of Man to be glorified. 24 Very truly I tell you, unless 
a kernel of wheat falls to the ground and dies, it remains only a single seed. But if it dies, it produces 
many seeds. 25 Anyone who loves their life will lose it, while anyone who hates their life in this world 
will keep it for eternal life. 26 Whoever serves me must follow me; and where I am, my servant also 
will be. My Father will honour the one who serves me. 
27 “Now my soul is troubled, and what shall I say? ‘Father, save me from this hour’? No, it was for this 
very reason I came to this hour. 28 Father, glorify your name!” 
Then a voice came from heaven, “I have glorified it, and will glorify it again.” 29 The crowd that was 
there and heard it said it had thundered; others said an angel had spoken to him. 
30 Jesus said, “This voice was for your benefit, not mine.31 Now is the time for judgment on this 
world; now the prince of this world will be driven out. 32 And I, when I am lifted up[a] from the 
earth, will draw all people to myself.” 33 He said this to show the kind of death he was going to die. 
 
REFLECTION 
Can you see what’s coming?  
It has come before. It will come again.  
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The time for knowing. The time for seeing. The time for dying. 
The time for going back to live in the old story again.  
The old story that is always new; always happening again. 
God’s forgetting of all we did wrong. God’s offer of heart surgery. Nothing set in stone.  Jeremiah 
saw the time coming and it came.  
Coming close to God again. And John took up the story.  
“Don’t ask to be saved,” he said. “Ask how you can serve.”  
Reading our own hearts again. It’s all there. 
Read the law of love and the freedom of forgiveness.  
Not beyond your reach but well within your grasp.  
God’s handwriting, shining through your humanity.  
Can you see what’s coming?  
The grain of wheat will hit the ground and die. 
It will be buried and disappear. All will be lost. 
There is no other way for life to return again. 
This is how it always is.  Take up the story and live in it.  
Jeremiah’s story and John’s story. God’s story and our story.  
 
Now the Green blade riseth  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vpU01KQIUJM 
 
Prayer  
 
God Within Us  
A phrase often heard during the Covid-19 pandemic is: ‘new normal’. We speak about the fact that 
whenever we come out of lockdown,  
one thing we cannot expect is a return to the ‘old normal’.  
From bigger things to smaller things,  
inevitably we will notice change. Some of the change  
will cause us to lament the aspects of life/society we have lost;  
other changes might be very acceptable as a re-prioritising  
of values and habits takes place.  
The calendar, and it seems the weather, help to teach us the rhythms and patters of nature.  And as 
Spring begins, new life emerges. 
History teaches us of the cyclical nature of society.  
The teaching of the Bible is no different.  
Of course, we believe that God remains essentially unchanged—constant, dependable, and eternal.  
Yet, we also see that the way the people of God respond to God,  
and how they know God, changes as the story of covenant progresses.  
Jeremiah comes to us in a moment of cyclical change amidst a period of Biblical history scholars 
often describe as a time of crisis.  
Jeremiah unveils a new covenant between God and the house of Israel. This covenant however is 
not embodied in something visual, often used as a reminder of the covenant— 
we can think of such signs as the rainbow for Noah,  
and the tablets of stone, manna from heaven, water from the ground for Moses and the wilderness 
people.  
We are moving here into a covenant that is not set in stone in time  
and place, is not of one particular context of human need,  
but that is organic and fluid and adaptive to the times,  
challenges and needs of the moment.  
This is because it is a living covenant: it is amongst the people,  
etched into the being of the people of God.  



This covenant is anchored in the heart of each living  
son and daughter of God.  
Not in outward symbols, it is internalised in each of us.  
An unmediated connection to God through the unbreakable bond  
of his love, known in each of us.  
Jeremiah encourages us to learn not merely about the concept of love but how we live in and 
though the covenant of love.  
For God’s people, there is a knowledge and feeling of God’s love  
that goes with us whatever we go through in life.  
We find such truth not in words that are written,  
or the things we are told, or physical things that we see;  
but instead the truth of God’s love is found in how the words we read, the stories we hear and the 
things we see, make us feel.  
That feeling is the experience of covenant,  
the confidence of being loved by God.  
Despite our extraordinary capacity to mess things up,  
still God comes back to us time and time again.  
As I shared in an RME lesson the other day, 
New life and transformation come in cycles.  
The living covenant is fluid and intuitive, not fixed, and static.  
The covenant means that as God goes with us,  
he is not left behind on some stone tablets,  
or constantly disappearing as when the sun’s rays change  
and the refraction of sunlight ceases.  
God becomes present in everything we experience.  
Additionally, this covenant means that God’s glory  
is revealed in and through what we say and do.  
God’s love is written on our hearts, and we become known  
as God’s people through what we do and how we influence  
the society and world around us.  
The stories through Lent, be they the ancient teaching of Jeremiah,  
the foundational stories of Noah, Abraham or Moses,  
or stories from Jesus’ life as he approaches his death,  
all seek to remind us that God remains connected to us, 
wherever we are in time and place. He is not distant or left behind in the wilderness or in a stone 
tomb, Or even in a church building. 
He lives on—in, and through us!  
 
Prayer For the Church and Community  
Loving God, we come before you today with thanksgiving, 
we are glad to know you through your son Jesus.  
We come to offer our prayers for the world and  
for all those who are suffering just now.  
Lord, we are grateful for the relationship  
we have with you and all it brings us.  
We pray for anyone who has yet to discover your invitation  
or for anyone who has previously turned it down.  
Lord, may they come to know you and love you.  
Lord, we are grateful for all the people you have blessed 
us to know and for all that those relationships mean to us.  



We pray for anyone who has lost touch or fallen out with a friend and who desires to reconnect and 
reconcile their relationship.  
Lord, we are grateful for all who give of  
their time and talents to further your kingdom, 
especially Elders, Readers, Ordained Local Ministers, 
Deacons, Parish Ministers, Priests, Bishops, Pastors, 
regional and national staff and those working locally.  
We pray for all who are discerning a call to serve your church  
in a new way, may they choose to serve and follow where you lead.  
Lord, we are grateful for all who serve others in the armed forces, 
in the medical services, in the fire service, and in a voluntary way 
through the many charities that help other people,  
and the community organisations who have worked tirelessly to provide for people in every walk of 
life.  
In a moment’s silence we offer the people and places 
we know of where your presence and healing touch are needed today.  
Lord, thank you for hearing our prayers 
and for promising to always answer them,  
give us patience to wait and courage to serve. Amen.  
 
Every Seed That Grows Toward Glory 
Every seed that grows toward glory First is buried in the ground. 
So, our Lord, you told this story, Showing us where hope is found. 
You once told the path you'd travel — How you would be glorified; 
Hope would seem to come unravelled  
                  When you took your cross and died. 
Yet you promised resurrection; Love wins out! New hope is born! 
You who faced the world's rejection, Lead us into Easter morn. 
 
And Can it Be https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Tu2uA6U4Fxg 
 
Sending  
Is there something that you are carrying in your heart that you do not feel that you can share?  
We are called to give our worries and fears over to God, because he cares about us... Give your 
burdens over to God, trusting that he will forgive and remember your sins no more. 
Go into this week forgiven, loved and free...  
Jesus is the same, yesterday, today and tomorrow.  
With that confidence and in that hope, let us go in peace to love and to serve the Lord all the days of 
our lives.  
And so may the grace of our Lord Jesus, the love of God 
and the companionship of the Holy Spirit  
go with you this day and forever more.  
 
 
 


