
Call To Worship  

God calls, we answer, ‘yes Lord!’ 

God cleanses, and we are liberated. 

God directs us, and we travel forwards in God’s work.  

Jesus calls and we follow as his disciples. 

He redeems, and we are set free from our sin. 

He is risen and we go in his name to give hope to the world.  

The Holy Spirit gives us her breath of life. 

The Holy Spirit shares fuel, and we are never empty.  

By the Spirit, we held as one humanity, united in the bonds of love.  

Father, Son and Holy Spirit, we worship you today, tomorrow, and forever.  

Holy, holy, holy https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YIHD40CZY34 

Prayer Of Adoration and Confession  

Holy One, we gather in this sacred space,  

we come humbly before you and offer you this time of worship.  

Your creative works in the heavens above and the earth below  

continue to amaze us and allow us space to wonder at 

the beauty and mystery of it all.  

Your son, Jesus, came among us and experienced it all for himself; 

he helped us to savour it all and encouraged us to look after all life.  

Like Isaiah and Nicodemus you call us to follow you,  

to take up our cross and step forward to where you lead.  

Forgive us, Lord, for the times we have failed to follow you; 

we regret that we have let you down and we long to be reconciled to you,  

cleansed and renewed, so that we may walk once more in your way.  

Lord, give us courage to respond to your call each day, 

and wisdom to discern where you are leading us  

so that we might follow faithfully and guide others to you.  

Gracious and merciful God, we long to respond to your call and  

to bring your kingdom here and now, hear us as we pray together, 

Our Father who art in Heaven,… 

Amen.  

 

Reflection 

I had a feeling.  I just knew it.  I could tell. 

That’s what most ministers will say about how they felt  

before they accepted a call.   

Maybe you have felt the same in some other situation. 

But how?  The spirit of God at work is often hard to put into words, 

But there were several times this week at the General Assembly  



when I had that feeling, I just knew, I could tell - that this was more than a 

gathering of hundreds of people, on zoom, listening to one another’s  

hope and fears, aspirations and concerns about the church. 

And there are several Biblical accounts about this kind of “knowing feeling”  

as well.   One of these is the call of Isaiah in chapter six, which is so often used 

as part of a new ministry, or a change of focus. 

So, How do you describe something that you cannot describe?  

How do you find words for something that has never happened to you before? 

How do tell people about angels? How do you talk about God?  

People asked me what happened to me in the Temple:  

what I heard, what I felt, what I saw.  

I will try to tell my story, but I warn you, 

you may find it hard to believe. I saw God. 

There’s no other way to tell this. I saw God. 

The fringes of his robe, just the fringes, 

were enough to fill the whole temple. I saw angels. 

I told you this was going to be wild. I saw angels. 

Angels with wings... six wings: two to cover their faces,  

two to cover their feet, and two to enable them to fly.  

I heard the angels call to each other. I could understand them. 

They shouted: 

“Holy, holy, holy is God the king! The whole earth is full of his glory!”  

And then the foundations of the temple shook at the sound  

of the angel’s voices and I was shaken too. 

I had no idea what was happening around me.  

And the whole building filled up with smoke.  

So, are you still with me? I thought I was dead. 

Nobody can see God and live. Nobody like me.  

But I was still alive.  

Then one of the angels flew towards me. I was finished for sure.  

And this angel was carrying a live coal from the altar.  

He was carrying it in a pair of tongs. 

And he touched the burning coal to my lips.  

Then the angel spoke to me. He, or maybe it was she, 

told me that God had made me clean.  

Then I heard another voice and I knew it was God’s voice. 

Don’t ask me how I knew it was God’s voice. I just did. 

Don’t ask me if I heard it out loud who will go for us?  

or if it was a voice inside my head, I don’t know. 

I just knew that it was God. And God asked a question. 

Was it a question addressed to me? I think it was.  

God asked: “Who will be our messenger?  

Who will live and speak for us?”  



And I answered God: “I’m here. Send me.”  

So that’s my story. Words are not enough. 

But words are all I’ve got. 

And there’s no way I can draw a picture!  

But I know that God called me. And I said, “Send me!”  

Here I am Lord https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UA2fMeXEKLA  

Isaiah 6:1-8: Isaiah’s Commission 

6 In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw the Lord, high and exalted, seated on 

a throne; and the train of his robe filled the temple. 2 Above him were 

seraphim, each with six wings: With two wings they covered their faces, with 

two they covered their feet, and with two they were flying. 3 And they were 

calling to one another: 

“Holy, holy, holy is the Lord Almighty; the whole earth is full of his glory.” 
4 At the sound of their voices the doorposts and thresholds shook and the temple 

was filled with smoke. 
5 “Woe to me!” I cried. “I am ruined! For I am a man of unclean lips, and I live 

among a people of unclean lips, and my eyes have seen the 

King, the Lord Almighty.” 
6 Then one of the seraphim flew to me with a live coal in his hand, which he had 

taken with tongs from the altar. 7 With it he touched my mouth and said, “See, 

this has touched your lips; your guilt is taken away and your sin atoned for.” 
8 Then I heard the voice of the Lord saying, “Whom shall I send? And who will 

go for us?” 

And I said, “Here am I. Send me!” 

Romans 8:12-17  

12 Therefore, brothers and sisters, we have an obligation—but it is not to the 

flesh, to live according to it. 13 For if you live according to the flesh, you will 

die; but if by the Spirit you put to death the misdeeds of the body, you will live. 

14 For those who are led by the Spirit of Godare the children of God. 15 The 

Spirit you received does not make you slaves, so that you live in fear 

again; rather, the Spirit you received brought about your adoption to 

sonship.[f] And by him we cry, “Abba,[g]Father.” 16 The Spirit himself testifies 

with our spirit that we are God’s children. 17 Now if we are children, then we are 

heirs—heirs of God and co-heirs with Christ, if indeed we share in his 

sufferings in order that we may also share in his glory. 

This I Believe. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cRTFSKbfaL0 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans+8&version=NIV#fen-NIV-28132f
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans+8&version=NIV#fen-NIV-28132g
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cRTFSKbfaL0


 

John 3:1-17  

Jesus Teaches Nicodemus 

3 Now there was a Pharisee, a man named Nicodemus who was a member of 

the Jewish ruling council. 2 He came to Jesus at night and said, “Rabbi, we 

know that you are a teacher who has come from God. For no one could perform 

the signs you are doing if God were not with him.” 
3 Jesus replied, “Very truly I tell you, no one can see the kingdom of God unless 

they are born again.[a]” 
4 “How can someone be born when they are old?” Nicodemus asked. “Surely 

they cannot enter a second time into their mother’s womb to be born!” 
5 Jesus answered, “Very truly I tell you, no one can enter the kingdom of God 

unless they are born of water and the Spirit. 6 Flesh gives birth to flesh, but the 

Spirit[b] gives birth to spirit. 7 You should not be surprised at my saying, 

‘You[c] must be born again.’8 The wind blows wherever it pleases. You hear its 

sound, but you cannot tell where it comes from or where it is going. So it is with 

everyone born of the Spirit.”[d] 
9 “How can this be?” Nicodemus asked. 
10 “You are Israel’s teacher,” said Jesus, “and do you not understand these 

things?11 Very truly I tell you, we speak of what we know, and we testify to 

what we have seen, but still you people do not accept our testimony. 12 I have 

spoken to you of earthly things and you do not believe; how then will you 

believe if I speak of heavenly things?13 No one has ever gone into heaven except 

the one who came from heaven—the Son of Man.[e] 14 Just as Moses lifted up 

the snake in the wilderness, so the Son of Man must be lifted up,[f] 15 that 

everyone who believes may have eternal life in him.”[g] 
16 For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever 

believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life.17 For God did not send his 

Son into the world to condemn the world, but to save the world through him. 

 

Sermon  

 

Song Father I place into your hands 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PwuM4Div-y4 

 

Prayers For Others and Ourselves  

Compassionate one, we thank you for sending your Son among us,  

for washing us clean of our sin and guilt and offering us a new way ahead.  

Holy Spirit, you guide us to where we need to be and to do the work 

that needs to be done.  

We stand before you anxious and afraid 

of what you will ask of us but willing to take a risk and ready to serve.  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+3&version=NIV#fen-NIV-26124a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+3&version=NIV#fen-NIV-26127b
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+3&version=NIV#fen-NIV-26128c
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+3&version=NIV#fen-NIV-26129d
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+3&version=NIV#fen-NIV-26134e
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+3&version=NIV#fen-NIV-26135f
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+3&version=NIV#fen-NIV-26136g
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PwuM4Div-y4


For children, women and men in need of a safe place to stay, 

for food on the table, books to read, medicine to heal and money to pay bills  

we pray, O Lord, send us to help them.  

For men, women and children burdened by guilt and feelings of worthlessness 

we pray, O Lord, send us to help them.  

For women, children and men longing to know you and discover your love 

and call on their lives  

we pray, O Lord, send us to help them.  

For all who have already answered the call and who serve you faithfully 

using their gifts to help others, 

we thank you, O Lord.  

Whenever you ask “Whom shall I send?” 

may we be ready to respond “Here I am, Lord, send me.”  

So be it. Amen.  

 

Closing Responses  

Leader: Holy, holy, holy.  

All: Maker, Story-teller, Spirit.  

Leader: Holy, holy, holy.  

All: Today, tomorrow, forever.  

Leader: Holy, holy, holy.  

All: The earth is full of God’s glory.  

Leader: Holy, holy, holy.  

All: God is alive in us. Amen.  

 

Sending  

May the God of majesty and mystery, fill you with awe and wonder; 

may the God whom even seraphs worshipped,  

guide you in the ways of holiness; may the God who asks “who will go?”, 

inspire you to cry, like the prophet: “Here am I; send me!”  

And, may the God who calls, send you to live into your calling,  

and bless you on your way, now, and forever.  

 

Blessing and Sung Amen 

 

 

 


