
We believe in life before Death was a Christian Aid slogan 
some years ago and that is the theme of this reflection 
today.  A National Christian Aid service with Rowan 
Williams, and a Dunbar Churches Together Songs of Praise 
will be on later today. 

Gathering Words Psalm 31:1-5,15-16  

Prayer  

Loving God, 
we do not always know what the right thing to do is, we do 
not always know what you want from us, 
but we know that 
as long as we love you, 
and love each other, 
we will be following 
your Way.  

Your words can be confusing, they can be hopeful, 
they can be happy, 
they can be sad,  

but whatever they are, whatever they mean, 
we know that they 
all point us towards 
your love for us. 
Thank you, God, for showing us the way forward,  

even though we might not be able to see you with our 
eyes, we know you through the world, and our families, 
and our church who gather in Jesus Name. (Lord’s Prayer) 

Amen.  



 

A script for three readers based on Micah 6:1-8 from 
the Christian Aid Worship Material  

Listen my people. 
I need to talk with you. 
I have questions. 
I need answers. 
I have cared for you. 
I rescued you from slavery.  

I gave you wise leaders, both women and men.  

You need to remember the stories of who I am 
and what I have done.  

Listen my people. 
I am talking to those of you who live in the countryside. 
I am questioning those of you who live in cities and towns.  

What have I done to you? 
How have I wearied you? 
Speak, the mountains are listening to you. 
The earth is waiting to hear your voice.  

What can I do? 
What can I bring to God? 
What does God want of me? What will keep God happy? 
What will keep God off my back?  

Would God be impressed with barrels and barrels of olive 
oil? Would God be satisfied with thousands of animals 
from my flocks?  



Perhaps my riches are not enough? 
Should I offer to God the life of my precious first born 
child?  

Listen mortal. 
Listen to what God says. 
Look carefully at how God acts. Remember the stories of 
what God has done. 
God has shown you clearly what is bad 
and what is good.  

You are to do justice to act fairly. Do justice in the home 
and in the street and in the marketplace. Do justice in your 
community and in the foodbanks. Work with others to do 
justice globally.  

Do justice with strangers and friends and family alike.  

You are to love kindness. 
You are to be generous. 
You are to share your resources and share them with a 
smile. 
You are to care for those in need.  

You are to walk humbly with God. No pretence, no bluster. 
You are to walk wisely and purposefully.  

You are to pray and wonder. You are to respect the earth. 
You are to experience and learn who God is and what God 
is about.  

Listen up mortal. 
God has told you what is good. So do it.  



Do justice. 
Love kindness. 
Walk humbly with your God.  

Gospel Reading:   John 14:1-14  

This Is About Life Now  

This week’s text will be familiar to many from funeral 
liturgies. It contains words of great comfort in the face of 
bereavement with its reassurance of room for all, 
of being with God, of the peace of Christ that surpasses 
human understanding.  

However, it would be good to lift it out of its status as a 
promise for life beyond this life and reclaim its promise 
for life today.  

It is part of what is known as “the great discourse” in 
John’s gospel: Jesus is teaching his disciples about what 
will happen, of his arrest and betrayal, of how God will be 
glorified in Christ’s obedience, even to death. And, just as 
importantly, it contains Jesus’ guidance on how the 
disciples must live in a changed world: guidance which 
sheds light on how we might live today.  

What we see is Jesus getting down to basics with the 
disciples, putting all that they have done together into 
context and perspective.  

Jesus highlights for the disciples how, if they know him 
(and they do!) then they know God. That still needed to be 
spelled out for the disciples so that they could see the 
bigger picture, the whole arc of Jesus’ teaching and 
actions.  



Perhaps we can sense some frustration or last minute 
exasperation in Jesus’ response to Thomas asking him 
“How can we know the way?” Jesus knows that it is crucial 
that the disciples grasp these basics now, since there is not 
much time left and there is no Plan B. So, when Thomas 
and, a little later, Philip asks the daft laddie question (and 
perhaps the others were thinking it too), it is possible to 
imagine Jesus rolling his eyes and thinking to himself: all 
this time and you have still not got it?  

And that is where the simplicity of verse 6 is born: “I am 
the way, the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father 
except through me.” It is that simple, says Jesus, the Father 
and I are one. What you see in me is what you get in the 
Father. How you see me live is an outliving of the life of 
God and how we all might live. So, sacrificial love, serving 
others, welcoming all, those things you have witnessed 
and been 
a part of all this time, those are how it is in the kingdom of 
God, not in some ethereal future but here and now.  

So often this verse is taken out of context and used as an 
exclusionary clause for redemption. And yet, the context in 
which Jesus spoke these words could not have been any 
more universal. This is not about exclusion but about 
inclusion. It is that simple, Jesus is indicating: live as I have 
lived and you will be living as God does. See me, see God. 
The way ahead is the practice of loving one another!  

What must have been really scary for the disciples to hear, 
though, were Jesus’ words about them doing greater 
things than he did: “If in my name you ask for anything, I 
will do it.” Even with that assurance, how can we possibly 
hope to do greater works than Jesus did with all those 



miracles, all that turning the other cheek, all that love and 
grace? But, perhaps that is where trust and faith comes in. 
Relying on God’s spirit to live in love, to practice grace is 
what can make life extraordinary today.  

Perhaps we, too, are being called to wake up to all the 
signs of God present in our midst and to all the 
opportunities to serve, accomplishing “greater things” 
through God’s spirit dwelling in us today.  

Yes, this passage is not just a comfort in death, but a way 
of living now.  

Remembering those who need our prayers especially 

Loving God, 
we, gathered together, 
in worship of you, 
still our hearts in prayer as we focus our minds towards 
your promise of love for us.  

We pray for ourselves, 
for this congregation of believers, 
each at a different stage of life and faith, thriving, 
struggling, wondering, 
hoping and trusting. 
Grant us the grace to meet each person where they are, 
not where we think they should be.  

We pray for our communities, 
for our families, friends, children, 
parents, neighbours, and enemies, 
each one your child 
and our sibling through the love of Christ. Grant us the 
power to love all others as you love us.  



We pray for our church 
and all your communities of faith. 
In these times of declining numbers 
as Christianity fights for relevance 
in many nations around the world 
grant us the wisdom 
to remember the purpose of your church, not numbers, 
but salvation in your name.  

We pray for our world 
as the planet continues to bear the wounds inflicted upon 
it by our waste, 
our arrogance, 
our inability to see the 
beauty of your creation. 
In our constant misuse 
of the resources given to us, 
grant us the boldness 
to see the error of our ways, 
to act now before it is too late. 
Amen.  

Blessing John 14: 25-31  


